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Suicide bomber thb“giit
to be behind Mosul blast

First reports suggested aerial attack; soldiers sweep City eees

A soldier wounded in the attack on the American base in Mosul, Iraq, is loaded onto a bus at Ramstein Air Base, Germany. At nearby Landstuhl Regional Medical Center,
trauma surgeons and volunteers prepared as more than 40 wounded in the explosion at the dining facility were flown in Wednesday night on a U.S. Air Force C-141 Starlifter.
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School experiment relaunched:

Nearly two years after their experi-

ments were destroyed in the Colum-

bia shuttle explosion, U.S. high

school students are getting a second

chance to see how space affects everyday

things such as hair, flowering seeds and
plant food.

This time, the work of the students at 11
high schools across the United States will be
on board an unmanned Russian supply rock-
et headed for the International Space Sta-
tion. Its launch was scheduled for Thurs-
day.

Chicago high-rise fire: Investigators have
determined that the downtown high-rise
fire that raged for 5% hours earlier this
month was caused by an electrical malfunc-
tion.

At least 37 people, including nearly two
dozen firefighters, were injured in the Dec.
6 fire on the upper floors of the LaSalle
Bank headquarters. The stubborn blaze re-
quired more than 300 firefighters to bring it
under control.

The fire started in the space above a ceil-
ing on the building’s 29th floor, but officials
do not know the exact point where it began
or what sparked it, said Lt. Anthony Martin
of the Chicago Fire Department.

us : Local and state officials
involved in a test evacuation of schools last
week plan to meet privately to figure out
what went wrong, leaving nearly 1,000 stu-
dents without bus transportation.

A clear picture of the glitches that under-
cut the Dec. 16 evacuation — and what
changes can be made to the area’s evacua-
tion plan — will be the focus of Wednes-
day’s meeting, several emergency officials
said Monday.

The private meeting will include repre-
sentatives from the local school district, the
town of Brattleboro, Vermont Emergency
Management and the Laidlaw bus company
of New Hampshire.

World

Bobby Fischer: Iceland has rejected a
U.S. request to drop the offer of a residency
permit for former American chess champi-
on Bobby Fischer, officials said Tuesday.

U.S. Ambassador James Gadsden had
asked the country last week to withdraw its
offer because Fischer is wanted in the Unit-
ed States on criminal charges on charges of
violating international sanctions against Yu-

“Cookie Crunch” is here: Staff Sgt. Kelly Brochu, left, of the 374th Comptroller Squadron
and Cori Dawkins bag cookies for the fifth annual “Cookie Crunch” at Yokota Air Base, Japan.
Sponsored by the Yokota Enllsted Sponses Cluh, lhe event spreads hollday cheer via bags of

N
JIM SCHULZ/Stars and Stripes

cookies to the

about 11,000 donated cookies from base resldeMs.

goslavia for playing chess there in 1992.

But on Monday, Foreign Secretary David
Oddsson invited Gadsden to a meeting and
told the U.S. ambassador that the Icelandic
government stood by its offer, Icelandic offi-
cials said.

Gadsden was told that Iceland wanted to
recognize its historic connection with Fis-
cher, who has been held in great esteem
here since winning the chess World Champi-
onship in Reykjavik in 1972.

U.S. protests in Cuba: Thousands of
Cuban _university students rallied outside
the U.S. Interests Section in the capital to
protest the mission’s Christmas display sup-

The students listened to speeches and
waved signs with socialist slogans and imag-
es of revolutionary icon Ernesto “Che” Gue-
vara at Anti-imperialist Plaza near the mis-
sion.

Government media on Tuesday estimated
the crowd at 5,000.
International media based in Cuba were

the base. they

not invited to Monday’s night’s event.

Bird flu in Japan: Japan reported its first
case of bird flu in a human on Wednesday —
aman who got the disease from birds.

Bird flu has swept through farms across
Asia this year, forcing officials to cull more
than 100 million birds. The disease has also
jumped to humans, killing 12 people in Thai-
land and 20 in Vietnam.

Although there has been no evidence of
human-to-human transmission, experts
worry that the virus could mutate into a ver-
sion easily spread among people, setting off
a global pandemic.

The man caught the bird flu virus while
disinfecting a contaminated poultry farm in
western Kyoto during an outbreak in Japan
earlier this year, the Health Ministry said.

It was the first confirmed case of human
infection from the disease in Japan, the min-
istry said in a statement, adding that the
‘man showed no symptoms other than a head-
ache that lasted several days.

Stories from The Associated Press
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TRAVIS M. BURNS/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy
In the USS Essex’s Intensive Care Unit, Lt. Cmdr. David A. Serafini, the

Essex's senior medical officer, examines an Iraqi patient.

Essex treats Iraqi
in N. Arabian Gulf

‘Ride Now, Pay Later’ starts

Sasebo sailors get home safely; CPOA mediates fare

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Servicemem-
bers and others who lack both cash and a car, or
who have no business driving one, can turn to the
Sasebo Chief Petty Officers’ Association’s “Ride
Now, Pay Later” program starting Friday evening.

The CPOA and the local Japanese Taxi Associa-
tion signed a contract Tuesday to guarantee taxi
fares for such people, said Senior Chief Petty Offic-
er Oscar Mercado, CPOA president.

“If a sailor, or any SOFA-sponsored person, is out
in town and out of money and needs to catch a ride
to housing, main base or Hario,” he said, “the taxi
drivers will have a guarantee that somebody will
pay for the cab through the Sasebo CPOA.”

Here’s how it will work: The passenger will be
asked to fill out a small form with personal and com-
mand information, which the driver will take to the
Security Department. The next day, the CPOA will
contact the individual’s command or sponsor to re-
coup the taxi fare. The drivers are to note the ID
card number of the person who could not pay and
fax the ticket to base security; fares owed will be
paid to each company at the end of every month.

“All the city taxi companies are involved,” Merca-
do said. “However, if you use one of the taxis with-
out a base sticker, they can only drop you as far as
the gates.”

Sasebo’s King Taxi Company'’s fleet can drive on
the base, and a few taxis from other companies have

base-access stickers, a Sasebo Safety Office official
said Wednesday.

Mercado said the CPOA wanted the taxi agree-
ment to ensure SOFA-sponsored personnel can get
home safely, especially if inebriated.

“We don’t want drunken sailors driving around
out in town and getting in trouble, or getting hurt on
the way back because they didn't have any money
and decided to walk,” Mercado said.

“You can’t take the alcohol away from the sailors;
when they go outside the gate, that’s the first lhmg
on their minds. Tm going to go out and get some
drinks ... two drinks.” Then after two drinks, they
get more and more. Then they realize they don’t
have any money left,” he said.

“I think this is a good idea,” said Toshifumi Imaza-
to of Sasebo Haitaku Kyodo Corp., which is making
the forms to be given to taxi drivers. “I heard from
taxi drivers that there had been trouble” when sail-
ors were drunk and lacked the taxi fare or their ID
card, he said, adding he hopes this will decrease the
number of troublesome incidents.

Imazato said Wednesday that the tickets will be
distributed to the drivers “around Friday evening.”

Mercado said, “I think we will probably lose some
money doing this but the CPOA decided this is some-
thing we want to do for the community. Losing a lit-
tle money is OK.”

Call Mercado at DSN 252-3381 for more informa-
tion about Ride Now, Pay Later.

Hana Kusumoto contributed to this report.
E-mail Greg Tyler at: tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil

The Temptations at Club Trilogy

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

The USS Essex medical staff
has treated an Iraqi man with seri-
ous head injuries who was res-
cued by a British ship on Monday.

The HMS Marlborough res-
cued the injured crewmember
from the Iragi-flagged dhow
while conducting routine opera-
tions in the North Arabian Gulf
near the Khawr Al Amaya Oil
Terminal, stated a news report
from the Essex.

The USS Typhoon received a
distress call from the dhow at ap-
proximately 7:35 p.m. and radi-
oed Marlborough. The Marlbor-
ough dispatched a medical offic-
er and small-boat boarding team,
the report added.

One of the dhow’s 10 crewmem-
bers, struck on the head by a
winch handle while hauling in fish-
ing nets, was knocked overboard,
the report stated. The injured

crewmember was unconscious
when recovered and was helicop-
tered from the Marlborough to the
Essex for further treatment.

“The rescued Iraqi remains in
critical condition,” the report stat-
ed, and was to be transferred to a
medical facility ashore.

The Essex is an amphibious as-
sault ship. However, with 15 in-
tensive-care unit beds and 36 ad-
ditional beds in its hospital ward,
the massive ship’s secondary mis-
sion is to provide high-level hospi-
tal care.

The Essex Expeditionary
Strike Group is part of Task
Force 50, currently operating in
the Arabian Gulf with other coali-
tion forces in support of opera-
tions in Iraq.

The strike group, composed of
the Essex, USS Harpers Ferry
and USS Juneau, operates from
Sasebo Naval Base, Japan.

E-mail Greg Tyle
Eiera@pspesostmil
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JoHN Woons/CuunEsy of the U.S. Navy
Members of the singing group The Temptations perform at Club Trilogy at Atsugi Naval Air Facility, Japan, on
Tuesday. The group, whose hits include “My Girl” and “The Way You Do The Things You Do,” performed at a
concert sponsored by Morale, Welfare and Recreation.

USS Houston scheduled to arrive at new home on Guam

Stars and Stripes

The Los Angeles-class fast-attack sub-
marine USS Houston is scheduled to ar-
rive in its new permanent base of Apra
Harbor, Guam, today.

The Houston will be joining USS City of
Corpus Christi and USS San Francisco as
the third submarine in the class to attach
to Submarine Squadron 15 before the end
of this year.

The Houston, formerly based out of
Bremerton, Wash., has been under way for
almost two weeks, according to a U.S.
Naval Forces Marianas news release. A
ceremony at Polaris Point is to follow im-
mediately its arrival on Guam.

The Los Angeles class of submarines is
designed to seek and destroy enemy sub-
marines and surface ships. Other missions
range from intelligence gathering and Spe-
cial Forces delivery to anti-ship and strike

warfare. About 150 sailors and officers
crew each submarine.

Navy Lt. Arwen Consaul, Guam Naval
Base spokeswoman, told Stars and Stripes
in October that moving submarines to
Guam is a great timesaver for the Navy.

“Strategically, Guam’s Central Pacific lo-
cation offers significant savings in both
time and distance for submarines,” she
said. “Pacific Fleet submarine assets can
be on station much quicker once stationed
on Guam.”

The release stated that with increasing
operational tasks and a decreasing num-
ber of fleet assets, the Guam-based subma-
rines let the Navy almost double the num-
ber of mission days on station by reducing
the distance traveled from their perma-
nent base to their area of operation.

he original Submarine Squadron 15
was formed in Pearl Harbor in 1963.
squadron was moved to Guam in 1964, dis.
solved in 1981 and re-established on Sept.

1.
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Myers: Suicide bomber likely culprit in Mosul

13 servicemembers killed in blast; general defends leadership at base

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, at least 1,319
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 1,021 died
as a result of hostile action, the
Defense Department said. The
figures include three military
civilians.

The AP count is 19 higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 am.
EST Tuesday.

The British military has re-
ported 75 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 16; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry and Latvia one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,181 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 912 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

Since the start of U.S. mili-
tary operations in Iraq, 9,981
US. servicemembers have
been wounded in hostile action,
according to the Defense De-
partment’s weekly tally.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

M An attack on a mess hall
near Mosul on Tuesday killed
15 U.S. ser

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Tues-
day’s explosion in the dining hall
ata base in Mosul was caused by
a suicide bomber, Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Ri-
chard Myers said Wednesday.

“At this point, it looks like an
improvised explosive  device
worn by an attacker,” Myers
told Pentagon reporters.

The explosion, which oc-
curred at Forward Operating
Base Marez in Mosul, killed 22
people, including 13 U.S. service-
members, five civilian U.S. con-
tractors, three Iraqi
force personnel, and
non-U.S. person,” Myers said.

An additional 69 people were
injured in the attack, “including
44 U.S. military, 7 U.S. contrac-
tors, 5 Department of Defense ci-
vilians, two Iraqi civilians, 10
contractors of other nationali-
ties, and one of unknown nation-
ahty and occupation,” Myers
said

Asked whether the unidenti-
fied person who was killed
might be the suicide bomber,
Myers said that “is to be deter-

ined.”

A Pentagon command state-
ment issued later Wednesd
: “Evidence found at the site
includes components normally
associated with imporvised ex-
plosive devices. There was no
physical evidence of a rocket,
mortar, or other type of indirect
fire weapon.”

“As a result of these findings,”
the statement said, Lt. Gen. Tho-
mas F. Metz, commianding gener-
al of the multinational corps in
Irag, “has ordered a full investi-
gation to determine the com-
plete facts and circumstances
surrounding the attack.”

Defense _Secretary Donald
at

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

M No new identifications re-
ported.

briefing, bifered condolences o
the families and friends of the
dead and wounded, saying that
“their grief is something I feel to
my core.”

A
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About 50 people — most of
them injured soldiers from
Mosul — arrived on an Air
Force C-141 transport plane at
Ramstein Air Base in Germany
for treatment at nearby Landstu-
hl Regional Medical Center, said
Maj. Mike Young, a base spokes-
man.

The hospital said at least eight
were in critical condition, Land-
stuhl spokeswoman Marie Shaw
said. With a light snow falling,
some wounded were carried out
on stretchers, while about a
dozen were expected to be well
enough to walk off the plane.

An Associated Press reporter
saw almost no cars or people on
the streets of Mosul on Wednes-
day and most schools in the city
were closed, although a formal
curfew was not declared.

Even traffic policemen were
not at major intersections as
usual.

Asked whether it was wise for
so many servicemembers to
been put together in a “soft” fa-
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cility at the same time, Myers
bristled.

“There are lots of congrega-
tions like that, various forma-
tions, where an individual bent
on suicide” can succeed, Myers
said. “It’s not a viable strategy to
ask everyone to separate. ....
These are the calls that the com-
batant commanders make,”
Myers sai

“Any judgment that [Brig.

(Gen. Ham who attacked his din-
ing hall”

The war in Iraq is not a con-
ventional war “with very neat
front lines,” Myers said.

“We have no front lines,”
Myers said. “The front line can
be a dining hall, it can be the
road outside the base, it can be
the police station or the gover-
nor’s office.”

Force prolecllon
mous

“is an enor-

Gen. Carter
of Task Force Olympia in
Mosul] isn’t worried about force
protection is ludicrous,” Myers
said. “He has led [his troops]
well.

“We have had a suicide bomb-
er, apparently, strap something
to his — apparently a ‘him’ —
strap something to his body, ap-
parently, and go into a dining
hall,” Myers said.

“We know how difficult this is
to prevent people bent on sui-
cide.

“This is the insurgents who
did this,” Myers said. “It was not

Tickets available at Club Trilogy Cash Cage.
Call 264-3736/3738 for more information.
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to 2005

added, especially from suicide
attackers, who “can attack at
any place or any time.”

Commanders trying to protect
troops from insurgents “have to
be right 100 percent of the
time,” Rumsfeld said.

“The attacker only has to be
right once.”

As for future attacks, “the way
we prevent this [from happen-
ing again] is we win,” Myers
said. “And that's what we're
going to do.”

The Associated Press contributed to
this report. E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessi@stripes.osd.mil

Mk

Mission First
Sailors Always

* *
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON— An interna-
tional construction company
has pulled out of its contract to
rebuild Iraq’s transportation sys-
tems, deciding it was too danger-
ous t0 stay, a spokesman for the
U.S-led reconstruction effort
said Wednesday.

Contrack International Inc.
withdrew from its contract last
month after a surge in attacks
on reconstruction efforts, said
Lt. Col. Eric Schnaible of the
Pentagon’s Project and Con-
tract Office in Baghdad.

“Its hard to do construction
in a place where people are
shooting at you or intimidating
your work force,” Schnaible
said in a telephone interview.
“It’s a challenge across the coun-

The PCO has taken over man-
agement of about 18 subcontrac-
tors working on transportation

Citing poor security,
company pulls out
of contract in Iraq

projects, Schnaible said. He
said Contrack’s pullout was “a
mutually agreed-to separation”
and does not signal a larger
movement by U.S.-based compa-
nies to abandon Iraq,

“Some parts of the country
are a whole lot more permissive
than others,” Schnaible said.
“Where we can get the work
done good things are happen-

ing”

Contrack President Karim
Camel-Toueg did not immediate-
ly return telephone messages
left at the company’s Arlington,
Va., offices Wednesday.

Security concerns have been
amajor reason for the slow pace
of reconstruction, which has
frustrated Iraqi and U.S. offi-
cials alike.

Of the $18.4 billion in Iragi re-
construction money approved
by Congress more than a year
ago, less than $2 billion has
been spent, PCO head Charles
Hess said last month.

ACLU: Officers didn’t take
Iraq abuse claims serious

BY TED BRIDIS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Hundreds of pages of Army
records released by the American Civil Liberties
Union describe alleged mistreatment of Iraqi citi-
zens by U.S. soldiers that the ACLU charges were
not taken seriously by superiors.

The records described one investigation into
whether an Army staff sergeant attempted to give a
captured Iragi an old handgun to justify shooting
him.

im.

A'US. soldier said the sergeant, whose name was
marked out in the documents, told his troops, “If he
grabs this gun, shoot him!”

The Iraqi, a museum guard initially suspected of
firing an AK-47 at troops, refused to take the gun, in-
vestigators said. “I thought he was going to shoot
him,” another U.S. soldier told Army investigators
later.

The sergeant denied it. “I can understand they
may have misinterpreted what I said to the detain-

” he told investigators, “but if they said I was try-
mg to give the detainee the weapon or said to shoot
him, then they are lying.”

Another soldier described the sergeant who was
i as a good soldier. “If someone was

H
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shooting at one of my soldiers, I would be upset
also,” this soldier said. He added that, “This is get-
ting carried away. We don’t know what our role is in
rag.”

The ACLU, given the documents under the Free-
dom of Information Act, said the government re-
ports illustrated troubling patterns of alleged abus-
es that weren’t taken seriously. “These kinds of
crimes should not simply be brushed under the
rug,” said ACLU Executive Director Anthony Rome-
T

0.
The latest di about alleged
of Iraqi prisoners followed reports earlier this week

that military interrogators at the U.S. prison at Guan-
tanamo Bay, some posing as FBI agents, humiliated
and abused detainees, including inserting lit ciga-
rettes in their ears.

President Bush expects full investigations into all
reports of prisoner abuse, a spokesman said Tues-

day.

“The president expects that if there are allega-
tions of abuse, that those allegations need to be
taken senously, ‘White House spokesman Scott Mc-
Clellan said. “People need to be held accountable
and brought to justice if they’re involved in wrongdo-
ing, and that preventive measures and corrective
measures are put in place to prevent it from happen-
ing again.”

Army spokesman Col. Joseph Curtin said the doc-
uments released by the ACLU are “indicative that
the Army takes seriously any allegation of detainee
abuse. Any allegation will be investigated.”

The reports said one U.S. soldier, whose name
was marked out on documents, falally shot an Iraqi
prisoner in September 2003 in Tikrit. The soldier
was reduced to the lowest rank possible and dis-
charged from the Army in the shooting.

rmy criminal investigators determined there
was probable cause to charge the soldier with mur-
der and send him to court-martial.

But he was charged and punished administrative-
ly for voluntary manslaughter, the documents
showed.

The soldier said the victim, Obeed Hethere
Radad, was trying to escape. But the investigation
found the soldier did not attempt to warn Radad in
any fashion, which is mandatory under U.S. military
policy.

It was unclear if the military had ever acknowl-
edged this prisoner death before. Officials had
made vague references to a September 2003 inci-
dent in which a solider was discharged for using ex-
cessive force in killing an Iraqi prisoner, but alleged
that prisoner threw rocks at the soldier first.

Aid offered to provide Marine’s e-mail

WIXOM, Mich. — Offers of help have been pour-
ing in for a Michigan man who is trying to persuade
online giant Yahoo! to allow him access to the e-mail
account of his son, a Marine killed in Iraq.

From lawyers to computer-code crackers, people
across the nation have come forward wanting to help
the family of 20-year-old Justin M. Ellsworth, who
was killed last month during a foot patrol in Iraq.

“Oh, my God. It's been incredible,” said John
Ellsworth, Justin’s father. “I’s an overwhelming re-
sponse. ... Things are really moving. I'm very encour-
aged by it all, but I still have my reservations.”

rRates
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******* -from $398
,,,,,,,,,,,, from $388 Tuesday, January 25
See Duran Duran live in concert
********** from $198

Tour Specials

with ITT Tours!

Fares do not include tax and are subject to change without notice.
Rates are based on seating availibility and are on select dates in January only.
m

Yahoo! is standing by its policy of protecting the
privacy of its e-mail subscribers, spokeswoman
Karen Mahon said.

‘One man started an online petition Tuesday to pres-
sure Yahoo! to allow access to the account. Lawyers
have offered free legal services and other people
have offered money to help the family pay costs they
might incur. Two computer forensic examiners have
offered to crack the mystery of the e-mail password
for free.

The policy of Yahoo! is to erase the entire account
after it has been idle for 90 days. It's not known when
Ellsworth last used the account. He died Nov. 3,
meaning the account would be erased by Feb. 1.
From The Associated Press
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Tanzanian acquitted in 98 embassy bombing
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BY SUKHDEV CHHATBAR
The Associated Press

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania
High Court judge on
Wednesday found a Tanzanian
businessman innocent of con-
spiracy to commit murder in the
1998 bombing of the U.S. Embas-
sy in the East African nation.
Judge Emilian Mushi ordered
the immediate release of Rashid
Saleh Hemed, 34, who was
charged in connection with the

terror attack that killed 12 peo-
ple and was blamed on Osama
bin Laden’s al-Qaida network. A
nearly simultaneous blast at the
U.S. Embassy in Nairobi, the cap-
ital of neighboring Kenya, killed
219 people, including 12 Ameri-
cans.

“You cannot convict someone
with doubtful evidence,” Mushi
told the court, after declaring
that prosecutors failed to prove
beyond doubt that Hemed was
involved in the plot to bomb the

embassy.

Prosecutors said that they
would not appeal the ruling.

“I am not surprised with the
judgment because I knew I was
not guilty right from the begin-
ning,” Hemed said while walk-
ing out of the court.

Hemed, a car parts dealer,
was the first person charged in
connection with the Aug. 7,
1998, attacks in Tanzania and
Kenya. His trial began in 2000.

In 2001, four men were con-

victed in New York of conspira-
cy to carry out the bombings and
sentenced to life in prison. In
Kenya, three men are on trial
for allegedly taking part in a se-
ries of al-Qaida attacks, includ-
ing the U.S. Embassy bombing.
Hemed initially was charged
with 11 counts of murder in Sep-
tember 1998, but the charges
were later reduced to conspira-
cy to commit murder. One per-
son died from injuries after the
charges were brought. Hemed

pleaded innocent to the charges.

In February, three court asses-
sors declared Hemed innocent,
but under Tanzanian law, the
presiding judge makes the final
ruling.

The prosecution called 18 wit-
nesses during the trial, includ-
ing three FBI agents who testi-
fied last month that on Hemed’s
clothes they found traces of
‘bomb-making chemicals similar
to those used in the embassy
bombing.

EU orders Microsoft to divulge Windows secrets

BY RAF CASERT
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The European
Union struck at the commercial backbone
of Microsoft’s global software empire on
Wednesday — forcing the company for the
first time to strip its Windows platform of a
popular feature to give competitors a better
shot at success.

An EU court ruled that Microsoft Corp.
must immediately divulge some trade se-
crets to competitors and produce a version
of its flagship Windows operating system
without the program that plays music and
video.

The 91-page ruling thwarts Microsoft’s at-
tempt to delay, pending appeal, implemen-
tation of the EU’s landmark antitrust deci-
sion in March that demanded changes in
the software giant’s business practices.

The company said it would start shipping
Windows without its digital Media Player
within weeks so it will be on sale as an alter-
native to the full Windows program by Feb-
ruary.

Microsoft lamented the fact it was forced
to release “a degraded version” of Win-
dows. “It will be harmful to and

of the information technology revolution
over the past three decades,” the company
aid.

The implications for Microsoft are siz-
able since software that plays media files is
increasingly in demand as more consumers
get broadband connections to the Internet
and use their PCs as entertainment centers.

There also is the question of precisely
what computer code Microsoft will share
with competitors so that those companies’
programs work better on networks run by
Microsoft server software.

competition and undermines the technolo-
gy integration that has been the backbone
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shown that it might suffer serious and irrep-
arable damage as a result of implementa-
tion of the contested decision.”

Microsoft said the rt ill held encour-
aging comments, recognizing that “some of
our arguments on the merits of the case are
well-founded.”

“There is ample room for us to continue
to press forward with cause for optimism,”
said Microsoft counsel Brad Smith.

The company was still considering wheth-
er to appeal, but said it hoped the ruling
would help reopen settlement talks with the
European Commission.

EU officials, however, have said a ruling
in their favor would make it unlikely that an-
titrust regulators would reopen talks.
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Isn't it nice to come home from
a hard day's work and know that
the newspaper is just a few feet away?

As we celebrate the holiday season, what better time to stop
and take a few moments to thank your newspaper carrier
for a job well done. Below is a list of Stars and Stripes'
carriers in the Pacific who work so hard to get you your
paper on time everyday. We hope you'll remember them
with something special next fime they drop by.

From Mainland Japan  Kayla Taylor Jennifer Brown Patrick Johnson From Okinawa Ryan Kerner Phillip Wallace
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Stephen Flowers Bryan Colbert Thomas Harwell Chantal Clarke Nick Hilgarier Jan Riddle i, Young:l
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Jonrie Summers Thomas Steadley David Ames Weston Jenkins Jeonette Sonchez Choe, SokWen
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lapanese abductee now comic book heroine

ASAHI SHIMBUN/AP

At a news conference in Tokyo on Monday, Sakie and Shigeru
Yokota hold comic books featuring the ordeal of their daugh-
ter. The cover story — “Megumi,” penned by Soichi Moto
and based on the true story of their daughter, who was kid-
napped by North Korean agents from northern Japan in 1977
when she was only 13 — is not unusual for Japanese comics,
which often deal with weighty matters.

BY MARI YAMAGUCHI

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Photos of Megumi
Yokota have appeared on television,
in newspapers and on the front
pages of magazines because of her
fame for being one of Japan’s citi-
zens kidnapped by North Korean
agents in the 1970s and 1980s.

This week, the abduction victim
appears in an unusual format: a
comic book.

“Manga Action” magazine had
“Megumi” as its cover feature in the
latest issue, detailing the girl’s kid-
napping as a 13-year-old in 1977 off
of Japan’s remote northwest coast.

“Abduction could have happened
toany of us,” said Katsushi Minoura,
chief editor at publisher Futabasha
Publishers Ltd. “We’re hoping that
readers try to imagine what it was
like.

Japanese comics do not shy away
from tough topics. Aside from action
heroes, sexual themes and crime,
the elaborately drawn works tackle
heavy issues such as finance, scan-
dal and history.

The story of Megumi Yokota, how-
ever, is particularly sensitive territo-

Yokota is one of 13 Japanese citi-
zens that North Korea has admitted
to kidnapping in the 1970s and '80s
to train spies. Five were returned to
Japan, but Pyongyang claims the
eight others — Yokota among them
— died in the communist state.

North Korea, however, has failed
to substantiate the deaths, and many
Japanese suspect some of them may
still be alive. Japan has urged North
Korea to investigate the cases, but lit-
tle progress has been made.

Yokota has long been a symbol for
the kidnappings: Her parents have
led the ign to win i i

“Megumi” opens on Nov. 15, 1977,
when she vanished on her way home
from school after a badminton prac-
tice.

Narrated by her mother, the story
details the girl’s last day in Japan,
and a hazily drawn half-page panel
shows Megumi’s turned back as she
walked to school.

“I saw her,” the mother’s voice
says as Megumi walks away. “That
was the last time.”

In the 46-page section’s most horri-
fying scene, taken from an account
from a North Korean spy who defect-
ed to the South, Megumi is depicted
in the hold of the boat of her abduc-
tors. She screams for her mother
and claws at the wood-

on the cases from North Korea, and
the photos of her as a full-faced and
innocent 13-year-old have been a ral-
lying point for anger and indignation
about the crimes.

That indignation peaked earlier
this month when DNA tests showed
human remains that North Korea
claimed were Yokota’s actually be-
long to two unidentified people.

en walls of the enclosure that her fin-
gernails tear and bleed.

It's the magazine’s second series
on the abductions.

Futabasha published another se-
ries, “Recapturing,” based on a book
written by Toru Hasuike, brother of
another abductee Kaoru, one of the
five victims who returned home in
2002.

2 seek refuge in embassy

STOCKHOLM, Sweden — Two
people claiming to be from North
Korea have taken refuge in the
Swedish Embassy in Vietnam,
the Foreign Ministry said
‘Wednesday.

“They entered the embassy
late Monday night local time,”
Foreign Ministry spokesman Jes-
per Liedholm said, adding he
‘wasn't sure if the pair were seek-
ing political asylum or trying to
escape from North Korea via Viet-
nam.

“The Foreign Ministry and the
embassy are trying to find a solu-
tion to the issue,” he said, without
elaborating.

Sweden, which is historically
neutral, has diplomatic relations
with North Korea, and the coun-
try has an embassy in Stockholm.

Sabbath discs found

LONDON — Stolen gold and sil-
ver discs won by Ozzy Os-
bourne’s band Black Sabbath

modrome in the former Soviet re-
public of Kazakhstan.

The missile, which was
launched from a silo in the Oren-
burg region in the southern Ural
Mountains, hit a designated tar-
get on a testing ground on the Far
East Kamchatka Peninsula, more
than 3,750 miles away.

N. Korea nuclear dispute

BEIJING — A South Korean
envoy said Wednesday that mili-
tary pressure or economic sanc-
tions won’t stop North Korea’s nu-
clear ambitions, and that a peace-
ful resolution of the issue must be
reached in 2005 in order to avert
acrisis.

“Unfortunately real negotiation
to settle the North Korean nucle-
ar issue has not begun yet,” sand
Chung Dong-young, South
rea’s unification minister, who
also serves as chairman of the
standing committee of its Nation-
al Security Council.

Chung was in Beijing for meet-
ings with Chinese officials to dis-
cuss efforts to start a new round

were after
thieves dumped them behind
trash cans.

The discs were reported miss-
ing last week after a burglary at
the home of Osbourne’s former
manager, Patrick Meehan, in
Edenbridge, Kent, southeast En-
gland.

Kent police said an anonymous
tip led them to the eight discs,
found in a plastic bag dumped be-
hind recycling bins.

Successful missile test

MOSCOW — Russia successful-
ly test-fired a heavy interconti-
nental  ballistic missile on
‘Wednesday in a launch intended
to extend the lifetime of aging So-
viet-built weapons.

It was the first time that an
RS-20V Voevoda, which NATO
identifies as the SS-18 Satan, had
been fired from its combat posi-
tions in Russia since the 1991 So-
viet collapse. Previously, such
missiles had been launched from
the Russian-leased Baikonur cos-

of tion talks on U.S. de-
mands that the North give up its
nuclear programs.

North Korea said last week it
would treat sanctmns as a “decla-
ration of war.”

From The Associated Press
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Iran detains suspected nuclear spies

BY ALI AKBAR DAREINI
The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran has ar-
rested military officers, nuclear
‘workers and others on charges of
revealing its nuclear secrets to Is-
raeli and U.S. intelligence agen-
cies, Inlelllgence Minister Ali
Yunesi said.

Yunesi sald the information
passed to America and Israel was
“without value,” state media re-
ported.

The minister said more than 10
suspects were detained in Tehran
and in the southern Hormozgan

province during the Iranian year
that began March 21, the official
Islamic Republic News Agency
reported.

“These people were spying for
Mossad and CIA,” IRNA quoted
Yunesi as saying. He was refer-
ring to Israel’s external secret ser-
vice and the Central Intelligence
Agency.

The United States accuses Iran
of running a secret program to
build a nuclear bomb. Iran says
its nuclear programs are purely
for energy.

The minister said the identity
of those detained will not be re-

vealed before they stand trial but
said three of them were employ-
ees of the Atomic Energy Organi-
zation of Iran, IRNA reported.

“Some of them were military of-
ficers and some others were busi-
nessmen,” state-run television
quoted Yunsei as saying.

They are now in the hands of
the hard-line Revolutionary
Court, which deals with security
crimes, he said.

Yunesi said the main mission
of the alleged spies was to disrupt
Iran’s nuclear program, contami-
nate nuclear activities and forge
documents. It was not clear what
Yunesi meant by contamination.
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Snowfall pamts Midwes

BY KIMBERLY HEFLING
The Associated Press

EVANSVILLE, Ind. — A foot
or more of snow was possible in
parts of Indiana and Ohio as a
storm spanning the nation’s mid-
section arrived in the region
Wednesday, and motorists al-
ready were sliding off roads.

Snow was falling from New
Mexico, where some schools
were closed to the lower Great
Lakes.

The snow marked the leading
edge of bitterly cold air flowing
southward. Highs only in the
teens were forecast Wednesday
in the northern Texas Panhan-
dle, where wind chills on Thurs-
day could be as low as 15 below
zero, the National Weather Ser-
vice said.

At the northern extreme of the
cold air mass, International
Falls, Minn., the temperature
fell from 8 below zero at mid-
night to 20 below by midmorn-
ing, the weather service said.

Eight inches of snow had fall-
en by late morning in the hilly
terrain of southwestern Indiana,
where Evansville recorded only
7 inches all of last winter, and po-
lice reported numerous vehicles
sliding off slippery roads.

The U.S. Coast Guard icebreaker Neah Bay is framed by ice-covered
(rees along the shore of Lake Erie on Monday. Brisk winds and

are following a

that could dump

up to a foot of snow on parts of northeast Ohio.

“It’s strictly the result of peo-
ple going too fast,” said state po-
lice 1st Sgt. Michael Bennett in
Jasper.

In central Indiana, snow was
more than 7 inches deep at Co-
lumbus and county government
offices were closed because
roads were hazardous.

Through Thursday, snowfall
totals could reach a foot in parts
of southern Indiana, meteorolo-
gists said.

But for western Ohio, fore-

casts were upgraded because
cold air was moving in faster
than expected and rain was turn-
ing to snow more quickly.
“Some locations will make a
hard run at 20 inches,” meteorol-
ogist Mike Ryan said in Wilming-
ton.

The precipitation was moving
toward the east, and rain and
snow were possible Thursday
from the Gulf of Mexico into
New England.

To the west, up to 6 inches of
snow was possible in parts of
northern Texas.

Ruling helps Democrats
in Wash. with recount

BY REBECCA COOK
The Associated Press

OLYMPIA, Wash. — Washing-
ton state’s Supreme Court ruled
Wednesday that more than 700 be-
latedly discovered ballots from Se-
attle’s King County should be
counted in the extraordinarily
close governor’s race — potential-
ly enough to tip the balance in
favor of Democrat Christine Gre-
goire.

King County is a Democratic
stronghold, the biggest county in
the state and the last to report re-
sults from the statewide hand re-
count that began Dec. 8.

The ruling was a boost to the
Democrats, who even before the
decision were claiming victory,
saying their own analysis showed
that even without the belated bal-
lots, Gregoire had erased Republi-
can Dino Rossi’s slim lead and had
won the race by just eight votes out
of 2.9 million cast.

King County was to release pre-
liminary recount results Wednes-
day afternoon and certify results
Thursday after counting the belat-
ed ballots that are deemed valid.

“There is a sacred American
right to have legitimate votes
counted,” Gregoire said in a news
release. “The justices recognized
that principle today.”

Republicans said they will now
seek out Rossi voters whose ballots

were disqualified because of elec-
tion workers' errors and fight to
have those ballots counted as well.

“We'll be taking them to canvass-
ing boards in counties across the
state and asking those canvassing
boards to review their decisions
and to consider these ballots,”
Rossi spokeswoman Mary Lane
said.

At a hearing Wednesday morn-
ing before the high court, Republi-
cans had argued that a recount
should be a mere retabulation, and
that it was too late for counties to
go back and correct errors.

But the court unanimously said
state law and previous court rul-
ings specifically allow county can-
vassing boards to correct mistakes
during a recount.

Justices questioned Republican
claims that counting the votes
would cause irreparable harm.

“You're looking at it from the
point of view of the winner or the
loser — shouldn’t we be looking at
it from the point of view of the
voter?” asked Justice Susan
Owens.

Gregoire, 57, a three-term attor-
ney general, was the favorite going
into the election against Rossi, 45,
a former state senator. On Election
Day, Rossi squeaked past Gregoire
by 261 votes. His lead was whittled
to 42 votes in a subsequent ma-
chine recount. Democrats then
paid for the hand recount.
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Poll: Most confident about
prescription drug safety

BY WILL LESTER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Consumers
remain confident in the safety of
prescription drugs sold in this
country at a time when some pop-
ular ones have been linked to
health threats, an Associated
Press poll found.

They also expressed confi-
dence in the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, the federal agency
responsible for ensuring drug
safety. But some indicated their
confidence is limited

The FDA has come under in-
tense scrutiny because of health
risks linked to the use of Vioxx,
which has been withdrawn from
the market; Celebrex; and now
Aleve, which is sold over the
counter.

Just over eight in 10 said they
have confidence in the general
safety of prescription drugs in
this country, the poll conducted
for the AP by Ipsos-Public At

found. Almost that many said
they have confidence in the FDA.

Only about one-third said they
were “very confident” about the
safety of prescription drugs in the
United States and half said they
confident.”

were  “somewhat

Roppongist.

N

About one-fourth in the poll said
they were “very confident” in the
FDA's ability to ensure the safety
of prescription drugs, with about
half saying they were “somewhat
confident.”

Retiree Gabrielle Purvis said
the barrage of news about possi-
ble drug problems is dizzying.

“You get so much instant infor-
mation,” said Purvis, who lives in
Lottsburg, Va., near the Chesa-
peake Bay. “It's crazy. We end up
with too much information that
hasn’t been properly analyzed.”

The poll was taken this past
weekend after questions were
raised last week about Celebrex,
and more than two months after
Vioxx was pulled from the mar-
ket. But it was taken before a
study raised a possible heart at-
tack-stroke link with naproxen,
which is sold over the counter as
Aleve.

Among the recent problems:

B The popular arthritis drug
Vioxx was pulled from the mar-
ket by manufacturer Merck on
Sept. 30 because of evidence it in-
creased the risk of heart attack
and strokes.

W Last week, another popular
pain reliever, Celebrex, was
found to increase the risk of heart

attack when taken in high doses.
Its maker, Pfizer, has suspended
advertising, but the drug is still
on the market.

M Officials at the National Insti-
tutes of Health on Monday halted
a study of naproxen, an
over-the-counter pain reliever
commonly sold under the brand
name Aleve, because of possible
links to heart attacks and strokes.

These reports — and questions
about other prescription drugs in
recent years — have led critics of
the FDA to claim the agency ap-
proves drugs too quickly, doesn’t
follow up effectively on possible
health effects and is too close to
drug companies.

In another high-profile case,
the FDA was criticized for not act-
ing quickly enough to issue warn-
ings that anti-depressant use by
children could increase suicidal
thoughts and behavior.

White House chief of staff
Andy Card defended the FDA last
weekend, saying it does “a spec-
tacular job.”

Some people say they’ve grown
suspicious of the drug approval
process, however.

“Corporate people are cutting
corners for the profit,” said Mike
Powell, a manufacturing engi-
neer from Houston.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS!
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Medical marijuana user
fights California DMV
over driver’s license test

BY BRIAN MELLEY
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Offi-
cials Tuesday abruptly post-
poned a driver’s license test for
amedical marijuana user with a
case before the U.S. Supreme
Court after her lawyer claimed
she was being unfairly targeted
for review.

Diane Monson, 47, who uses
marijuana to relieve back pain,
was notified by the Department
of Motor Vehicles earlier this
month that she needed to ap-
pear at a re-examination hear-
ing Thursday — or lose her li-
cense.

Such hearings are held rou-
tinely for drivers involved in se-
rious crashes or who have been
cited for driving under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol at least
three times over three years.

Monson said with the excep-
tion of a speeding ticket 15
years ago, she had a spotless
record. The DMV notice did not
say why she was selected for
re-examination.

< still feel very strongly that
T've done nothing whatsoever to
warrant this investigation,”
Monson said after being notified
the hearing was scrapped.

Even a spokesman for Attor-
ney General Bill Lockyer

seemed puzzled a DMV hearing
was required in Monson’s case.

“Quite frankly, I find it
strange,” spokesman Nathan

arankin said.

DMV brass put the hearing on
hold and launched a “top to bot-
tom” internal review after Mon-
son and her lawyer delivered a
cease-and-desist notice to agen-
cy headquarters, said spokes-
‘man Bill Branch.

“So far as top-level DMV offi-
cials can recall, we are not
aware of any other cases involv-
ing medicinal marijuana,”
Branch said.

Monson had just passed an
eye exam to renew her license
when she was notified of the
hearing; it arrived shortly after
her medical marijuana case was
heard by the nation’s high court.

Monson is a plaintiff in a case
that will determine whether fed-
eral law enforcement agents
can seize pot grown by users in
states where it can be legally
prescribed as medicine.

California law allows people
to grow, smoke or obtain mari-
juana for medical needs with a
doctor’s recommendation.
Other states with such laws are
Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Ha-
waii, Maine, Montana, Nevada,
Oregon, Vermont and Washing-
ton.
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Brolin cited for battery

Actor Josh Brolin was cited for
misdemeanor domestic battery
over the weekend after his wife,
actress Diane Lane, called police
during an argument at the cou-
ple’s Los Angeles home.

Brolin, the son of actor James
Brolin and stepson of Barbra
Streisand, was arrested at 3 a.m.
Sunday and released on $20,000
bail, Frank Mateljan, a spokes-
‘man for the city attorney’s office,
said Monday. The city attorney is
reviewing the case and no charg-
es have been filed, he said. Do-
‘mestic battery is a misdemeanor,
Mateljan said.

Ily Bush, the couple’s spokes-
woman, said the incident was a
“misunderstanding” and the cou-
ple had reconciled.

DiCaprio, Maguire sued

Leonardo DiCaprio and Tobey
Maguire have been sued by a pro-
ducer who claims the two actors
blocked distribution of a 1995 in-
dependent film they starred in.

John Schindler says the actors
warned potential _ distributors
that DiCaprio wouldn’t work with
them on other projects if they re-
leased “Don’s Plum,” a low-bud-
get, black- and-white film about a
group of friends hanging out at a

ner.

The Superior Court complaint,
filed Friday, claims they wrongly
deny the movie was meant for
commercial release and seeks $38
‘million and unspecified damages.

Messages left with DiCaprio’s
publicist, Ken Sunshine, and
Maguire’s publicist, Kelly Bush,
weren't immediately returned
Monday.

Springsteen for charity

Once again, The Boss gave a
boost to the seaside city where he
rose to rock 'n’ roll fame.

Bruce Springsteen performed
two sold-out benefit concerts at a
downtown Asbury Park tavern
Sunday, raising about $100,000 for
local charities, and urged fans to
support the city, which is emerg-
ing from decades of decline.

Merchants also credited Spring-
steen with boosting business by
offering 10 people a pair of free
tickets, along with the chance to
meet him backstage, by entering
a drawing that required them to
visit an Asbury Park store.

The holiday benefits have be-
come a tradition for Springsteen, a
Freehold native who now lives in
Rumson. Like Asbury Park, all the
towns are in Monmouth County.
From The Associated Press

The middle-aged muse

Bill Murray has
critical suceess
as inspiration to
Wes Anderson

BY RACHEL ABRAMOWITZ
Los Angeles Times

HOLLYWOOD
uses are most
often thought of as
comely, lithe and
young Through-

history,
they've usually been depicted as
female guides to inner wisdom
that spark the imaginations of
great men. But for director Wes
Anderson, whose loopy reimagin-
ing of the filmmaking experience,
“The Life Aquatic With Steve Zis-
sou,” opens this week, the muse
has recently taken the form of a
le-age man with faintly pock-
marked skin, tufts of graying hair
and sad, teardrop eyes — the co-
median Bill Murray.

In fact, he’s standing at the
exact spot where the two first met
eight or so years
ago.

Los Angeles Times

Bill Murray stars in Wes Anderson'’s latest film, “The Life Aquatic with

Steve Zissou.”

nially uninhibited, in a blue blaz-
er, blue sweater and gray pants.
When it’s time to sit down, he is al-
most courtly, pulling out the chair
for a reporter and helping with

her coat.
Although he’s the same height
as the 6-foot-1

“That" Y Murray, Ander-
wothars e GkImonol o
Anderson, _point- overused. If that size. He’s

ing to the divan in
the bar at the
Four Seasons
Hotel, a lush ex-
panse now Cov-
ered with hipsters

you can do
funny things,
you can do

thin like a
stretched-out rub-
ber band. At 35,
he seems like a

and  broke  oceanographer
(Jacques Cousteau on a very bad
day) who drags his band of mis-
fits, his mistrustful brainy wife
(Anjelica Huston), a pregnant
journalist (Cate Blanchett) and a
Southern pilot who might be his
long-lost son (Owen Wilson) on a
quixotic search for the mythical
jaguar shark that ate his best
friend.

Ask Murray about his recent ca-
reer reblossoming — with his
adoption by two of the leading
young of this genera-

i
wearing his dad’s
it,

onthemake.  ~ serious things, * Drinks with the

at's e I

couc Geadpirs 00, T cando P M0 5
urray, who's in ' “Rushmore,” and

tow on this expedi- whatever’s s s

tow one of “Aquatic’s

The two have
just spent an after-
noon junketeering
with " the Holly-
wood  Foreign
Press Association. It's the begin-
ning of the pre-Oscar Christmas
rush, where filmmakers and stars
spin  through special insider
screenings in all the places where
Hollywood tastemakers might
congregate. Murray, who keeps
an 800 number — which he never
answers — for dealing with the
business, isn’t a common sight on
the publicity circuit.

Yet here he is — affable and ge-

required.¥?

producers, Barry

endel, has an
Bill Murray  amiable, off- kllter
Actor  quality,

semi-ironic _]allnl
through an interview process that
Anderson in fact lampoons with
relish in “Aquatic.” As in a Wes
Anderson film, the surreal quality
is softened by warmth, born here
by the real affection between
wunderkind director and his
world-weary yet jaunty star.
Anderson, after all, enticed
Murray to spend six months in
Ttaly, for less than his customary
fee, to play Zissou, a narcissistic

eel

WII

& a..alitv prants

&nres -- on the

Michelin  Yokohoma
PSS A3 ESH

Falken
s 781

Hours: 14-F Sarm&pem St Sam
Pax: 4504535230

Check it out. tlres COm

eb'

tion, Anderson and Sofia Coppola
— and he deadpans, with flirta-
tious faux naivete. “I'm an adult
now. I'm not an ingenue any-
more.” Pressed, he answers more
seriously. “I know why they've
asked me. It's because I haven't
really embarrassed myself. 1
don’t think I've ruined myself,
and I don’t think Wes has, either.

Living Offbase?

T'm not overused. If you can do
funny things, you can do serious
things, too. I can do whatever’s re-
quired.”

Writers and critics are going to
have a field day trying to come up
with the appropriately insouciant
adjective to describe “The Life
Aquatic With Steve Zissou.”
Loopy. Zany. Wacky. Offbeat. It
features one character who sings
David Bowie songs throughout
the movie — in Portuguese.

Anderson, who has worked
with the precision of a short-story
writer, has been unleashed struc-
turally as well as financially with
“The Life Aquatic.”

He’s made a picaresque opera,
a Don Quixote-esque saga that
costs in the neighborhood of $50
‘million, more than twice the price
of his last film, “The Royal Tenen-
baums,” which earned $52 mil-
lion at the domestic box office.
For the Walt Disney Co., which fi-
nanced the film, this is certainly a
nervy move.

The director, who's been moni-
toring the clock on his cell phone,
leaves. The topic shifts, the way
these conversations go, to the
man who just left the room. Has
success changed Anderson? “Ev-
eryone changes a little bit when
they have success and celebrity,”
says Murray, sounding like a griz-
zled eyewitness to that perpetual
battle between ego and gratifica-
tion.

Has Murray’s own recent artis-
tic success changed him? The
actor seems genuinely pleased to
be a part of Anderson’s “oeuvre,”

l he

Tramlatmn. Thnugh he didn’t
win the best actor Oscar, “I didn’t
care,” he says.

“Honestly, I think I was in the
best film of the year,” he says,
over the last sips of wine. “T loved
my movie. That was the prize.”
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YOUR MONEY

Post offices
crowded hut
sales slow

BY DANIEL DUNAIEF
New York Daily News

NEW YORK — A breathless Desiree Samuel of
Brooklyn rushed to Manhattan’s main post office
Monday to mail out a set of holiday presents.

“I am very anxious,” Samuel said, as she wrapped
the DVD player, bodv wash and perfume. “I hope it
gets there in time.”

Samuel was one of the millions who made Monday
the busiest day of the year at the post office. Indeed,
in Manhattan alone, the post office expected to Shlp
2.8 million letters, a million above a typical Monday.

This season, the post office recommends sending
cards, letters and packages out of state by Tuesday to
make sure people receive the goodies for Christmas.

By ay afternoon, the line at the city’s main
post 0ff|ce had 46 people in it, many of them waiting

to mail stacks of letters, packages and bags.

Analysts say that so far upscale retailers like Ne-
iman-Marcus have done well, discounters like
‘Wal-Mart have done poorly and midlevel stores like
Macy’s and J.C. Penney are somewhere in between.
All are hoping for a strong finish this week.

The holiday season for “most retailers, except the
upscale ones and consumer electronics, was, over-
all, a bit disappointing,” said Kurt Barnard, presi-
dent of Barnard’s Retail Consulting Group.

Total sales Saturday were down 7 percent to $6.7
billion, compared with the same day last year, ac-
cording to ShopperTrak.

That’s a discouraging sign when the Saturday be-
fore Christmas is historically the second-busiest
shopping day of the year — after Black Friday — the
day after Thanksgiving.
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lan Morozoff waits in line at the Laurel Hills Post
Office to send presents off to his family and friends
Monday in San Antor

Stores are doing everything they can to boost
spending, including deeper discounts and longer
hours.

Retail analysts said the increase use of gift cards,
to more than 11 percent of total holiday sales, and
the Internet are making it hard to predict the final
outcome of the holiday season.

Retail analysts said the success of the holiday sea-
son is often linked to the country’s overall financial
health, primarily because consumer spending ac-
counts for two-thirds of the economy.
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Rejoice about rare,
above-book-value
insurance payment

Dear Tom and Ray:

My beautiful 1993 Chevy Ca-
price Classic four-door sedan
with only 28,000 miles on it
and no dents or scratches — is
now a pile of junk. While parked
in front of my home, the engine
began to smolder, then it burst
into flames. Within 10 minutes,
the firefighters arrived. They
could not open the hood, but boy
did they wield their axes! They al-
most had fiendish looks in their
eyes as they
swung their
axes and de-
molished the
entire front
half of my car. They finally pried
open the hood and reached the
fire. They said it must have been
an electrical short. My tears
didn’t help put out the fire. Al-
though I paid $18,000 for the car,
my insurance company paid me
just over $9,000. It said some-
thing about “book value.” The
Chevy garage blamed the fire on
a short circuit, but had no other
comment. Is there any warranty
covering such an event, and do I
have any recourse? — Harold

TOM: Your warranty, in this
case, is called “fire insurance,”
Harold. Unfortunately, that's prob-
ably all the recourse you have.

RAY: And remember, you paid
$18,000 for the car BI
NEW. So getting $9,000 11 years
later is like winning the lottery,
Harold. I'd cash the check before
the insurance company comes to
its senses and asks for it back.

TOM: If you really want to pur-
sue this, if you recently had some
electrical work done to the car
you might be able to make a

Click and Clack

Tom and Ray Maglioz

strong circumstantial case that
those mechanics were responsi-
ble. But without a direct link like
that, it’s not easy.

RAY: Once a car burns to the ex-
tent that yours did, unless you can
get Lt. Columbo in there with the
forensics squad, there’s really no
way to tell what started burning
first. It could have been a fraying
wire that was damaged during an
unrelated repair. It could have
been a wire that got pinched dur-

ing a minor
fender-bend-
er.

TOM: It
could  have
been your after-market, automat-
ic butt massager gone haywire!

RAY: Whatever the cause,
there was a large, unintended dis-
charge of electricity from the bat-
tery, and that produced the heat
that started the fire.

TOM: In terms of your settle-
ment, you can look up the
“Black Book” value yourself.
There’s a link to it from our Web
site, cartalk.com. I think you’ll
see you're off the charts.

RAY: And, to confirm your ob-
servation, the firefighters proba-
bly did have a fiendish look in
their eyes. After all, it’s not often
that they get to chop up a car with
their bare hands. I've never tried
it, but I plan to stop at the hard-
ware store on my way home and
buy an axe, and then head right to
my brother’s driveway!

Got a question about cars? Write to
Click and Clack in care of this newspa-
per, or e-mail them by visiting the Car
Talk section of cars.com on the World
Wide Web. Distributed by King Features
Syndicate Inc.

Money tip of the day
Less traveling stress

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Getting from
here to there and back again can
be one of the worst parts of the
holidays.

About 62.7 million Americans
will be traveling over the holi-
day weekends this year, reports
AAA. That's up 3 percent from
last year, or an additional 8.6 mil-
lion people.

With s0 many people traveling
at once, the key to saving time
and money is to go with the flow,
says Susan Foster, author of
“Smart Packing for Today’s
Traveler.” Foster advises that
you prepare for the trip by shift-
ing your attitude. It's going to be
crowded. There will be long

lines. “This is the way holiday
travel is. Just embrace it,” she
says.

W Arrive early.

W Prepare for security screen-
ings.

WIf youre traveling with
gifts, find out which items are
permitted in carry-on bags, and
which must be put into checked
luggage. “People have a ‘discon-
nect’ between bringing on some-
thing as a gift, and bringing on
their personal belongings,” Fos-
ter says. Your airline won’t care
if that hunting knife is yours or a
gift for Uncle Joe — it still isn’t
allowed on the plane.

W Make sure that none of your
gifts are wrapped. Pack gift
bags for quick wrapping.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Curfew just a morality move

As a 30-year veteran of military and gov-
ernment service, I feel I have to speak up
about the ridiculous situation currently tak-
ing place in the Republic of Korea. To put it
simply, the U.S. Forces Korea leadership in
South Korea is out of touch and out of con-
trol. To lump all prostitution as human traf-
ficking is a flagrant attempt to manipulate
the public’s perception of the military enter-
tainment districts and the people who work
in them. As a means of financially starving
these districts, the Army has instituted a cur-
few under false measures to limit the
amount of time USFK personnel can visit
[hem Yes, this is the real reason for the cur-

“1F the Army leadership wants to put cer-
tain establishments off-limits to Army pe
sonnel, then that is their right to do so. Fut
to institute a curfew under false force-pro-
tection measures in order to force all USFK
personnel to limit their time in these areas
is a serious case of fraud, waste and abuse.
The fraud is making false force-protec-
tion-measure claims to justify the continued
curfew in South Korea. Some background:
The Army tried back in July to institute a
fragmentary order (FRAGO) that would
force all Department of Defense personnel,
civilians, contractors and dependents to fol-
low the military curfew. That FRAGO was
just a decree that all DOD personnel must
follow the curfew but it was fought by the
DAC union and quickly rescinded. There
was nothing legally binding anyone to it.
at the Army leadership then did was
have their legal staff find a way that would
force all DOD personnel to follow the cur-
few and there is a little thing DACs and con-
tractors must follow called “force-protec-
tion measures.” It’s written into every con-
tract I've ever seen over here anyway.
Guess what happened? Yep, a new
FRAGO came out in October stating that all
DOD personnel must now follow the curfew
due to force-protection measures because of
an ongoing terrorist threat in South Korea.
Once they put the justification as force pro-
tection, everyone had to follow it. Anyone
with common sense knows a midnight cus
few would not deter any terrorism activi-
ties. It's a flagrant lie to misdirect the pub-
lic’s attention from the real reason for the
curfew, which is to limit the amount of time
DOD personnel spend in the Ville and make
it financially difficult for the bar owne:
They can't just put the entertainment di
tricts off limits for obvious political and mo-
rale reasons, but they can try and finan
ly starve the bar owners in the hope that
they will voluntarily seek other business op-
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urfew this.

"The waste is the waste of ‘manpower the
Army has dedicated to enforcing the curfew
and shutting down the bars. I have seen
more than 10 military police patrolling Itae-
won in attempts to enforce the curfew and
keep personnel away from the off-limits es-
tablishments during noncurfew hours,
Don’t our soldiers have better things to do
than be morality police?

The abuse is the flagrant abuse of com-
mand that the Army leadership is using to
enforce their religious and moral beliefs on
everyone in the USFK community. There is

Doonesbury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:
U.S. Mail: International mail:
Readers’ Forum Stars and Stripes
Stars and Stripes 7-23-17 Roppongi
Unit 45002 Minato-ku

APO AP 96337-5002  Tokyo 106-0032

Via fax from ]apan 03-3408-8936;
DSN 229-3271

Via fax from outside Japan:
[CD’QAHZ(%BWE +81] 3-3408-8936;

E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil

no greater abuse in the military than using
your authority over others to enforce your
religious and moral dogma on your subordi-
nates. This is exactly what they are doing, al-
beit very smartly. They can’t come out and
just say “Don’t go to the Ville because it's

un-Christian and immoral” hul they can uie

tion of their media outlets to make peﬂple
follow their line of thinking and they can
make an unfounded curfew to force you
home at midnight.

The curfew in South Korea should be lift-
ed immediately, as there is no basis for it.
The curfew’s real purpose is to shut down
the military bar districts. It infringes on
every USFK person’s freedom and human
dignity. This is a perfect example of why re-
ligious fundamentalists should not be put in
positions of power. They simply cannot re-
frain from trying to enforce their beliefs on
everybody and will go to great lengths to ac-
complish their goals. This includes taking
away your basic freedom with a curfew
under false pretenses.

Navy Cmdr. Scott Smith (Ret.)
Pusan, South Korea

Knowing right from wrong key

While I agree with many of the points in
“ACLU speaks for just a few” (letter, Dec.
16), T have to respond to the writer’s main
point, which was that “we need to have a
strong America where the majority rules. I
don’t care if 1 in a 100 does not like the word
God in the Pledge of Allegiance. That per-
son should either not say God or find anoth-
er country that offers him a better life.” The
writer also wrote, “If 99 out of 100 people
feel prayer belongs in school, then it is not
up to the Supreme Court to challenge the
majori

The unfortunate downside to this argu-
ment is that “majority rules” as a means of
decision-making will cut both ways. The
opinion of the majority is fluid; although T
‘may be in the majority today, I may find my-
self in the minority tomorrow. Does the
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value of my opinion change based on how
many people agree with me? Can something
be right one day and wrong the next, based
on how many people think a certain way?

A Wiccan acquaintance once tried to get a
jab on me, since I am a fundamentalist
Christian. She pointed out that she and her
fellow Wiccans were holding services in the
chapel. I think she figured I would freak out
that “Devil worshippers are meeting in the
chapel!” or something like that. Instead, I
told her I was glad, because if they can tell
her she doesn’t have the right to meet and
have whatever ceremony she wants, they
can turn around and do the same thing to
m

e.

I am no big fan of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, but I also understand that it
can be very difficult to balance the free-
doms of one individual or group of individu-
als against the freedoms of another person
or group of people. And thus we have our
system of representative government that at-
tempts to walk that fine line. And thus we
have the Supreme Court making decisions
that from time to time go against the majori-
ty opinion.

Thvould: argue that our biggest problem is
that few Americans believe that there is an
objective standard of right and wrong, or
that certain things are true regardless of
how many people agree.

David M. Williamson
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa

Don’t give him any medals

A speuahst chastised a few folks who've
been serving honorably for good-
noss-knows.how long as being somehow
un-American for taking a stand against stop
loss (“Serving past your ETS,” letter, Dec.

16).

The next day’s issue had a letter from an-
other specialist who observed that medals
are being awarded according to rank, not
merit (“Bronze Stars not deserved,” Dec.
18).

Well, I've been serving in Traq for almost
ayear now and there are a few observations
I'd like to make: To the first letter writer:
1t's those soldiers’ right to peaceably protest
the government. To the second letter writer:
Well-spoken, brother! It's so refreshing
when folks have the gumption to point out
some of the many inequities in today’s “all
volunteer” A

fter years ofactive duty, and after being
forced to stay past my estimated time in ser-
vice date, I've become nothing short of
heartsick at the way things are. So go ahead
and call me “unpatriotic,” or “a coward,” or
undeserving of your mom’s apple pie. If 'm
such an awful soldier, then we all should be
in agreement that I never should have been
Kept in the Army past my ETS dat

had to attend a formation lasl month
where a captain was awarded the Bronze
Star because she sat behind a desk for 10
months. Forget it, specialists. The only way
you'll be awarded a Bronze Star is if you
catch a rocket-propelled grenade launched
at a general and throw it back.

You can all keep any medals you had in
mind for me. The only stamp of approval T
‘want comes on my clearing papers.

Spe. Peter S. Green
Camp Victory, Baghdad

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

We have met the enemy in Iraq, and he isn’t us

BY CLIFFORD D. MAY
Scripps Howard

hen the Army of Ansar al

Sunna, a group tied to al-Qaida,

attacks an American base near

Mosul, it should be apparent
that Iraq is the front line in the war on terror-
ism.

When Christian churches are bombed, as
they were on the same day and in the same
part of Iraq, and Shiite mosques in Karbala
and Najaf are targeted as well, it should be
clear that the bombers are waging a most un-
holy war.

When Iraqi election workers are shot
dead in the streets, as they were last week-
end, the murderers’ hatred for democracy
ought to be obvious.

Yet somehow the debate goes on about
whether those fighting us are really enemies
of freedom, about whether it is imperative
they be defeated.

The charge that Americans came to Iraq
to steal oil is not much heard these days. In-
stead, the suicide bombers and throat-slit-
ters are romanticized as “militants” — or
even “nationalists” and “patriots” — who
are “resisting American occupation.”

‘When those “militants” do something par-
ticularly barbaric — summarily executing ci-
vilians, blowing up police stations, behead-
ing aid workers — the conversation never
dwells long on their crimes. Instead, contro-
versy swirls around America’s failure to con-
trol “the security situation.”

Then, too, there are those who do not de-
fend the Killers but argue that the continuing
carnage proves the United States can’t over-
come this foe. What's the point of a military

‘machine that can topple Saddam Hussein in
a few weeks but has to give Iraq back to his
cronies a few years later? Secretary of De-
fense Donald Rumsfeld, much criticized of
late, appears to understand this. A few days
ago, he frankly acknowledged the urgent
need to “develop a military designed to meet
the challenges of this era.”

The military we have now, he explained,
“is, in many ways, still organized, trained
and best equipped for the more conventional
challenges of the past century, when wars
were conducted largely between large
navies, armies and air forces.”

Our current enemies, by contrast, are
fighting an “unconventional” war. The com-
batants who attacked Forward Operating
Base Marez outside Mosul were not attempt-
ing to win a battle in the conventional sense;
they did not hope to seize the camp any
more than the suicide-terrorists who at-
tacked on Sept. 11 planned to station tanks
in New York and Washington.

Instead, the goal of terrorists is simply to
slaughter and, of course, terrorize. By so
doing, they mean to destroy our will to fight.
Lose the will to fight and, by definition, you
have been defeated, no matter how
high-tech your weaponry, no matter how
many troops you have riding in armored
Humvees.

On a visit to Iraq this week, British Prime
Minister Tony Blair succinctly character-
ized the state of this conflict. “There surely
is only one side to be on in what is now very
clearly a battle between democracy and ter-
ror,” he said.

“On the one side, you have people who des-
perately want to make the democratic pro-
cess work and want to have the same type of

democratic freedoms other parts of the
world enjoy. And on the other side, people
who are killing and intimidating and trying
to destroy a better future for Irag. ... Our re-
sponse should be to stand alongside the dem-
ocrats — the people who've got the courage
to see this thing through — and help them
see it through. I've got no doubt at all that
that is the right thing for us to do.”

'he enemy in Iraq is brutal, ruthless and,
yes, evil. But they are not stupid. They know
that every time they stage a massacre, mil-
lions of people get angry, not at them, but at
Don Rumsfeld and President Bush and
Prime Minister Blair and the “neo-cons.”

“We have seen ... the weakness of the
American soldier who is ... unprepared to
fight long wars,” Osama bin Laden said in
1998, as he began contemplating his next at-
tacks. “It also proves they can run in less
than 24 hours, and this was also repeated in
Somalia. We are ready for all occasions.”

Only when the kind of butchery we wit-
nessed this week strengthens, rather than
weakens, our resolve will the barbarians see
that the road they have chosen is a dead end
— figuratively and literally.
clifford D. May is the president of the Foundation
for the Defense of Democracies, a policy institute
focusing on terrorism.

Laurels for crossing the

WASHINGTON
et’s get this straight: The greatest
Christmas in American history was
not the result of the Germans being
drunk or hung over. Gen. George
‘Washington lost most of his battles
— it has been said the
Revolutionary War
was won by brilliant re-
treating — so let’s not
diminish any of his vic-
tories, and certainly
not the one without
which American inde-
pendence  probably
would have been extin-
guished like a candle
inagale.

Among the many
things that “everyone
knows” that just are
not so is that the 2,400
men of the Continental Army won the Battle
of Trenton, an operation that began on the
night of Dec. 25, 1776, because the Hessian
mercenaries had partaken too vigorously of
Christmas drink. According to David Hack-
ett Fischer, whose “Washington’s Crossing”
was a finalist for the 2004 National Book
Award, the Hessians were weary from a
week of constant vigilance against attacks
by local insurgents, but fought well.

ot well enough, however, to prevent
what Fischer, a Brandeis historian, says was
— combined, over the next eight days, with a
secnnd battle of Trenton and the Battle of
e most important victory in
Us. mnmaxy history. Since the Declaration
of Independence on July 4, the Americans
had lost every battle fought to make indepen-
dence a fact. The military disasters inflicted
by 33,000 British and German troops in
what is now Brooklyn, and on Manhattan Is-
land, contributed to Washington losing 90
percent of his army. New Jersey’s loyalty
was tilting toward the crown.

George Will

By marching his shivering men to the
banks of the ice-clogged Delaware River,
and making the crossing that became the
subject of the most familiar American paint-
ing, Washington risked everything. Had he
lost the gamble — had his men been re-
pulsed from Trenton and pinned against the
river — the continent would have been lost
. and subsequent world history would have
been very different.

Tn New York, Washington had wept while
watching through a spyglass as the British
massacred ericans  who surren-
dered. But Washington, Fischer writes,
“often reminded his men that they were an
army of liberty and freedom, and that the
rights of humanity for which they were fight-
ing should extend even to their enemies.” To
the American officer in charge of 221 prison-
ers taken at Princeton, Washington said,
“Treat them with humanity, and let them
have no reason to complain of our copying

Delaware are legitimate

the brutal example of the British army in
lhelr treatment of our unfortunate breth-
ren.” ... As historian Edmund Morgan says,
Washmgmn had “made the war itself an ex-
ample of what the Revolution meant.”

Dining with Washington after surrender-
ing to him at Yorktown, Gen. Charles Corn-
wallis, who had commanded the forces at
Princeton that rushed to relieve Trenton, of-
fered this toast: “Fame will gather your
brightest laurels rather from the banks of
the Delaware than from those of the Chesa-
peake.”

Unfortunately, many small historians be-
lieve their function is to deny large men any
laurels. Fischer sternly reprimands such his-
torians who have “served us ill”: “In the late
twentieth century, too many scholars tried
to make the American past into a record of
crime and folly. Too many writers have told
us we are captives of our darker selves and
helpless victims of our history. It isn’t so,

and never was.”

on_Americans have made so
much history is that they have never be-
lieved in History. One of the unfortunate in-
tellectual developments of the 19th century,
principally in Europe, was the transforma-
tion of history into a proper noun. It denoted
a vast impersonal force with its own unfold-
ing logic. ... Marxism was the most conse-
quential doctrine of h]amn'ual inevitability,
but there were other:

Such theories mduce fatalism by diminish-
ing mankind’s sense of agency. They mock
the idea of great people, and the belief that
the free choices of small groups could knock
History out of its preordained grooves.

Such ideas have largely lost their ability to
seize imaginations. ... Still, it is exhilarating
to be reminded by historians just how radi-
cally wrong the historicists were, and are.
George Will is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Officer suspended

VIRGINIA BEACH

— A police officer ar-
rested during an alleged
drug buy has been suspend-
ed from the force.

Jason Todd Armentrout,
30, who is being held with-
out bond in the city jail,
was off-duty and not
armed when he was
taken into custody, po- ¥
lice said. adil

Don Rimer, a po-
lice spokesman, said Armentrout’s
arrest came after his name sur-
faced amid a much larger investi-
gation. The probe by the depart-
ment’s Special Investigative Nar-
cotics Unit began almost one year

ago.

Its target has been people in-
volved in the possession, sale and
distribution of illegal narcotics,
specifically Ecstasy and metham.
phetamine, Rimer said.

Investigators saw Armentrout
and other suspects and watched as
they attempt to purchase Ecstasy,
Rimer said. Armentrout is charged
with attempted possession of a con-
trolled substance.

Rare texts, books sold

COLUMBUS — A former

employee of the Kenyon
College library has pleaded guilty
to selling S0 rare books and other
documents from the school’s collec-
tion for $26,000.

David Breithaupt now faces up
two years in prison and a fine of as
‘much as $250,000, according to the
U.S. attorney’s office.

Breithaupt, 45, sold most of the
items, many of which were more
than 100 years old, on eBay to buy-
ers in 19 other states and four for-
eign countries. The sales took
place between 1998 and 2002.

A copy made in 1528 of Ptole-
my’s “Almagest,” an astronomy
text originally written in ancient
Greece, fetched the highest price
at $4,750, court documents said.
Several other items sold were from
the 1500s and 1600s. Breithaupt
has agreed to pay restitution for re-
covery of the items.

School can go co-ed

NY AUBURN — A judge has de-

nied a request by two stu-
dents at Wells College, an all
‘women liberal arts school, for an in-
junction to halt the institution’s
Plan to allow men to enroll.

Acting State Supreme Court Jus-
tice Peter Corning said the main
issue was the continued survival of
the school. The lawsuit is challeng-
ing the coed decision on several
grounds, including breach of con-
tract.

Ape comes home

SAN FRANCISCO — A
23-year-old ape from Buffa-
lo, N.Y., has returned to the San
Francisco Zoo, his boyhood home,
as the new king of Gorilla World.
In early January, he’ll be liberat-
ed from quarantine and become
the exhibit’s top dog, filling a va-
cancy created in May when Kubi,
its longtime patriarch, died. Since
en, the four females have been
left to their own devices. Anything,
or nothing, could happen.
“They’ve been on their own
without a male for a while,” said
gorilla keeper Mary Kerr. “They
might have gotten the indepen-
dent gene and not want to be domi-
nated anymore. We’ll see when he
comes over whether his animal
‘magnetism overcomes their inde-
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pendent streak.”

Hole forces evacuation

DELTONA — A sinkhole

opened beneath a road in
central Florida, swallowing four
lanes of pavement and forcing the
evacuation of 20 homes.

Officials had been watching the
hole after noticing collapsed as-
phalt on a street. Workers were
pumping a cement mixture under
the damaged road when the hole
formed.

“All of the sudden, they started
feeling rumblings in the ground,”
said Robert Rogers, deputy chief
of the fire department in Deltona,
about 25 miles southwest of Dayto-
na Beach.

The ground opened up, destroy-
ing all four lanes. The hole grew to
50 feet deep and at least 150 feet
wide.

The sinkhole also threatened to
take down a major power line and
forced authorities to evacuate 20
homes near the electrical wires.

Toy guns pulled

NY ALBANY — Thousands of

toy guns have been pulled
from the shelves of costume shops
across the state as part of a settle-
ment between the New York attor-
ney general’s office and two nation-
al wholesalers.

Attorney General Eliot Spitzer
had accused the wholesalers of dis-
tributing more than 12,000 toy
guns in 2001 in violation of a state
Taw that previously applied only to

wrongdoing,
tumes Co.
Y $27,000 in civi 1 penalties and

retailers. Most of the
wholesalers dealt
with costume and
novelty shops.

The state law bans re-
alistic toy guns from
being sold in stores unless
they have permanent, usu-

ly inch-wide orange
stripes running down both
sides of the barrel.
Without  admitting
Rubie’s

any
Cos-
agreed to pay

costs and Franco American Novel-
ty Co. agreed to pay $10,000.

Flight may be abuse

BLOOMINGTON — Some

Indiana University students
could face a hefty fine for tossing a
guinea pig from a dormitory win-
dow with a makeshift parachute.

The students used a garbage
bag, dental floss and masking tape
to create a parachute and then
dropped the animal, Bloomington
Animal Shelter manager Leigh
Ann Hoffacker said.

Fortunately, the guinea pig land-
edin a tree and survived. The trem-
bling rodent was discovered mo-
ments later by freshman Laura
Robinson.

School janitors were able to
reach the animal through a
third-floor window and Robinson
took it to the shelter.

The identities of the students
‘who tossed the guinea pig have yet
to be determined, but Hoffacker
said the list has been narrowed
down by dorm administration.

Police likely would not do much,
she said, but the shelter’s animal
control office can issue a $500 tick-
et for animal abuse.

Cocaine found in wreck

WHEELING — Authori-

ties called to the scene of a

plane crash found no people —
dead or alive — but they did find
$24 million worth of cocaine. Fed-
eral authorities were seeking the
pilot, identified as Eugene N.
Cobbs, on a charge of possession
with intent to distribute cocaine,
U.S. Attorney Thomas E. Johnston.
The Piper Aerostar twin-engine
plane crashed in a wooded area
near the Wheeling-Ohio County
Airport, said James Peters, a
for the Federal Avia-

Maklng kldS happy
Salvation Army volunteer Barb
Reigelsperger of Naples, N.Y.,
tries to fit a few more toys on one
of the tables as she sets up for a
toy distribution. People who
pre-registered could choose five
gifts per child, as well as a pair of
mittens and stocking-stuffer gifts.

tion Administration.

Authorities found about 327
pounds of cocaine packaged in
blocks and another 193 pounds
turned up in the plane’s nose com-
partment, Johnston said. Authori-
ties were searching for a man be-
lieved to be Cobbs, who was picked
up by a motorist near the airport’s
front entrance. His forehead was
cut and he asked for a ride to a
hotel.

Couple pays town’s hills

ANTHON — Home and busl-

ness owners in this no;
west Iowa town of 650 people were
a little shocked at the Christmas
gift they got from retired farmer
Richard Hamann and his wife,
Donna.

The Hamanns doled out $25,000
to pay the town’s electricity bills —
all due on Dec. 25.

Hamann, 75, sees the gift as re-
turning a good deed.

Residents said they were sur-
prised and grateful.

“I just thought it was great,” said
Beulah Sands, 64, a clerk at a local
convenience store. “I haven't
talked to anyone who didn’t appre-
ciate it. It was a wonderful thing
for him to do.”

Jessica Zampella,

Massive reading assignment o =ee

other students at Central Elementary in Oxford, Miss., are sprawled out
on the floor as they attempt to collectively read 12,000 pages.

A skier takes a ride on the ski lift at
Paoli Peaks in Paoli, Ind.

On the way up
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Zamboni explodes

? o Lisa Schlimmer jogs with her dogs,
JOggeI' 8 beSt trlends Josie, left, and Lacey, at the city
playfields in Pullman, Wash. Schlimmer is a student at the College of
Veterinary Medicine at Washington State University.

Duluth, Minn., firefighters run hoses to battle a blaze at Peterson Arena in
West Duluth after a Zamboni exploded inside the arena.

Stacked for fire

Heath Melancon, from Grand Point
near Lutcher, La., trims the last
logs on an 18-foot-high bonfire

structure on the issippi River
levee, that will be lit at 7 p.m.
Christmas Eve.

White Christmas

A Christmas tree stands in the gazebo at Kershaw Park along Canandaigua
Lake in Canandaigua, N.Y.

Letter finally sent

INDEPENDENCE — Jane

Matchey recently became
better acquainted with the late fa-
ther she never met after receiving
aletter he wrote six decades ago.

When Sgt. Henry Longmier left
to fight in World War II, his new
wife Teresa was pregnant with
Jane, who was born about two
months later.

But the 31-year-old soldier was
Killed by a German sniper in Bel-
gium in the waning days of the Bat-
tle of the Bulge on Jan. 25, 1945.

Prior to that, in late 1944, he and
three other soldiers lived in a
Dutch village for a time in the
home of the Neederlants family.

It seems Longmier neglecled to
mail the letter to his wife in Wis-
consin. When the soldiers moved
on, a Neederlants family member
discovered the letter while clean-
ing the room they stayed in.

Only recently did the Needer-
lants' grandson, Lando Mulle-
neers, 38, become curious about its
intended recipient, having heard
stories of the soldiers.

5 arrested on Cape Cod

ORLEANS — Five people

were arrested and more
than $1.6 million worth of jewelry,
paintings and marine equipment
was recovered on Cape Cod, au-
thorities said. Police identified
those arrested as George Upton,
52, his brother, Frank Upton, 41,
and Mark Fornal, 41. Police said
they found the paintings behind a
fake wall and jewelry in a hol-
lowed-out staircase in Frank Up-
ton’s home.

Rage cited in crash
LARGO — Two cars raced
at least three miles locked

in a deadly dance of road rage, po-

lice said.

The Lexus pulled in front of the
Volkswagen and slammed on the
brakes. Then the Volkswagen did
the same. The leapfrogging contin-
ued until the Volkswagen smashed
into a utility pole, fatally injuring
the driver, Jacquelyn Palfy, 20.
Two passengers in her car were in-
Jjured.

The young man seen driving the
Lexus drove away after the crash,
police Sgt. Andy Hill said.

Santa Claus shot

OXNARD — Police were

dispatched to the large
Santa Claus statue here after shots
were fired at it.

Officers found five bullet holes
marring the jolly face of old St.
Nick. Five 9 mm casings were lying
on the street nearby, police said.

Mike Barber, Santa’s caretaker,
said the gunshots shattered the
lenses on Santa’s glasses and
broke the frames. He and a friend
used screws, glue and wire to
patch the frames back together.

The 20-foot, nearly five-ton plas-
ter Santa statue was moved in Jan-
uary 2003 from Santa Barbara
County to the lot on Ventura Boule-
vard. The statue had stood for 50
years on top of a malt shop and
candy store near Carpinteria.

itness dies
BALTIMORE — The sole
witness to the fatal shoot-
ing of a civilian police employee in
1974 has died of a heart attack, po-
lice said.

Sole

Police declined to name the wit-
ness and they insisted the death
will not affect the prosecution of
Michael Hughes, who had been a
fugitive for 30 years before his ar-
rest in Boston this fall.

The shooting occurred Christ-
mas Eve 1974 and before the ar-
rest ranked as one of the city’s cold-
est cases. McKinley Johnson Jr.
was distributing Christmas food
baskets at a west Baltimore bar
‘when he got into an argument with
Hughes, police said. The alleged
confrontation continued outside
the bar where Johnson was shot.

Big garages for big cars
MESA — Now not only is
keeping up with the Jone-

ses a daily pressure, but it may be-

come alaw.

The town of Gilbert is consider-
ing changing its zoning code to set
aminimum interior garage size for
homes in this southeast Phoenix
suburb.

“We drive Suburbans, Excur-
sions and Silverado extended cabs,
and they won't fit in small garag-
es,” said Planning and Zoning Com-
mission chairwoman  Brigette
Peterson at a recent meeting on the
proposed land development code.

When  recommending  the
change, town staff told the commis-
sion that 74 percent of registered
vehicles in Gilbert are trucks or
sport utility vehicles.

The current code only requires
two enclosed parking spaces and
has no size minimum.

Aging center renamed

SALT LAKE CITY — The

University of Utah is chang-
ing the name of its center that fo-
cuses on older Americans. The
school’s Gerontology Center will
become the Center on Aging, a
change the school says reflects in-
creases in Utah’s 65-and-older pop-
ulation.

That group increased 27 percent
in the last 10 years, and will rise an-
other 28 percent in the next de-
cade.

Welfare caseloads drop

TRENTON — Worker case-

loads at the state’s child wel-
fare system have dropped by al-
most 10 percent since officials
began working in July to reform
the agency. However, officials said
the caseloads still exceed the tar-
getset in the reform plan. The Divi-
sion of Youth and Family Services
has a troubled history that in-
cludes the deaths of some children
and abuse of others who were sup-
posed to be under supervision.

$100K reward offered

JACKSON — An anony-

mous donor has posted a
$100,000 reward for information
leading to murder charges in one of
the most notorious crimes of the
civil rights era — the “Freedom
Summer” slayings of three civil
rights workers in 1964.

The reward will be administered
by an interfaith organization as the
state renews efforts to bring charg-
es in the killings of James Chaney,
Michael Schwerner and Andrew
Goodman.

In 1964, the three volunteers
helping to register black voters
were murdered on a lonely dirt
road as they drove to a church to in-
vestigate a fire.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Horoscope

"Tis the night before Christmas
and all through the stars, not a
planet is stirring, except of course
Mars, who happens to be
packing his bags and head-
ing for the adventureland of
Sagittarius. It's a real
“ho-ho-ho” of a transit for
aggressive Mars, emphasiz-
ing the need for excitement,
novelty and human connec-
tion.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 24). You've
been ready for something
different for a while now,
and one big change at the
start of the year sets the tone for
your adventure! When you stop
waiting for others and take matters
into your own hands, you marry,
improve your love life or transform
an ailing relationship. In April, your
improved confidence brings money
flowing in.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
The bustle and clamor of the season
have provided distraction in recent
days, but now, you're clear and
centered with your heart in the right
place. Your best creations are made
expressly with lots of love for one
special person.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). If
done your way, the holiday is bright.
Be specific and repetitive with all
information you'd like your guests to
know. If not, you'll be receiving
company at all odd hours, and the
events unfold in a haphazard man-
ner.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You have a way of adhering to
formality in the most casual and
elegant manner! A little of the old
mixed in with the new is your recipe
for a holiday that makes everyone
feel included.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
This is a red-letter day, especially if
there’s a gathering at your place.
Family and friends behave just how
you thought they would, but you
have a few unexpected surprises
planned to jump-start the celebratory
energy.

LEO (luly 23-Aug. 22). The

4

Holiday

anticipation of a holiday is for you
even better than the holiday itself —
and that's why you love night-before
revelry. Evening rituals come togeth-
er nicely. Your bighearted extrava-
gance is the talk of the party.
VIRGO (Aug.
23-Sept. 22). Your
whole being swells with
philanthropic energy and
good will. Though home
and hearth are where
kindness begins, they are
not where it ends. You're
fulfiled when you get out
and share with the world.
LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Your
senses are tumed on and
tuned in to the natural
offerings of the season —
tangerines and walnuts, the smell of
burning logs and bite of cold ar.
Your job is to help others appreciate
things as completely as you do.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Your mission is one of outreach.
Through the phone and the Internet,
you spread your spirited mood to the
comers of the globe — or at least
the country. Don't hold back! Be
mushy! Loved ones long to hear it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You tum even the simplest of
tasks — like wrapping a present —
into a holiday extravaganza. Why
not involve as many elements and
people as you possibly can? The
more the merrier, right?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Your kindness is legendary.
You should know that loved ones
have expectations of you based on
what you've done in the past. Honor
your own traditions. It feels like
coming home.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You like to keep things loose be-
cause, o you, overplanning makes
proceedings forced and stiff. Be the
one to instigate an impromptu game.
You'l ill your house with laughter
and warm feelings.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Your individuality is marvelous.
You're celebrating in your own
quirky way. A procession of interest-
ing twists and tums in the plot today
makes it impossible to do things
other people’s way anyhow.

Mathis

Peanuts
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Foxtrot

AND Look AT
THAT MOUNTAIN OF
GIFTS BEING LOADED

SAY, WHY  USING ELVES
GoT Too
EXPENSIVE.

35

TWAS THE MEHT BEFORE
CHRISTHAS.

AN ALL THROUSH THE
W

B.C.

Baby Blues

WNSTESD OF SUGARPLUNS,
WOULD 1T BE OFBY | £ U0
VISIONS OF NASCAZ ZACERS

MADE IT] T GO

THROUGH THE WHOLE

DAY WITHOUT CHECKING

UP ON JAT AND KRAVEN.
o

Spider Man

4

IO HAVE
JpeTLEae

HATED

Cwarage [ = oadairs T
“HOSE? J( WITH PICTLRES
N

\ oF smowicres
(AL ovar rvﬁ@

Blondie

TS ALITTLE GAG GIFT
16OT FOR YOUR FATHER

e

SNIFF! THS IS THE.
1OST BEAUTIFUL THNG
S\ I'VEEVER SEEN

MARKETING NEEDS
VOLUNTEERS FOR A
STUDY ABOUT HOW
OUR ADS STIMULATE
PEOPLE'S BRAINS

WHO AMONG US
WOULD LIKE TO
GET A CAT SCAN?

Dt by UFS, .

www.diIbert.com _scotidine @0 com

OKAY, SERTOUSLY,
WHO DIDNT SEE
THIS COMING?

Dilbert

leﬁgfyA PERFECT EXAMPLE }
F W

ey
1L TH T MINU,
BUY A mf’};

Hagar

Garfield

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

51

Across Down 25 Earth's inheritors?
1 Brewery product 1 Branch 26 Asheroft's
4 History chapters 2 Fond du —, intended
8 Nightfall Wisconsin successor
12 Zodiac critter 3 Host's job 27 Reed instrument
13 Comedian Chris 4 Glitch 28 BBQ entree
14— o 5 D 30C i
15 Anti-Red 6 Essen expletive Nykvist
witchhunter 7 Firmament 33 Began "
17 Day-shift start 8 suip 34 hzz’t”"y Feud
aharan
18 :Z:;'Z,O:d 10 Pugilists' venue 36 Mock attack
19 Elbow 11 Dandiing site 37 "Edward
20 Stador 16 Emulsifying agent Scissorhands” star
19 Soft ball 38 Finished
22 Garden starter 39 Nil
24 Hideaway 20 Run-down 40 Epidermis
25 Kenobi portrayer part of town 42 " Miniver”
29 Grecian vessel 21 Playwright 43 Promot
30 “... againsta — Connelly il
(ro‘ub\ges” 22 Frighten :‘; JEFK info
23 “Ghostbusters” vergreen
31 Sapporo sash ol varisty
32 Nixon opponent
34 Protuberance Answer to Previous Puzzle
35 Lap dog,
for short
36 Disconcerts
37 Cheaper group?
40 Antitoxins
41 square
42 “Full dinner pail”
president
46 0Id man of
Paris?
47 Destruction
48 Seine summer
49 Cattle herder's
device
50 Put in the mail
51 Adage
12-24
X G FC’ L EFI K L S K
JXIXKIJR JKZXFC, RELSFTZS
X ZTKBB X'G ZF LSKIK
R B R ERBL JKBFIJL.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF TINY PARASITES
GET INTO MAILED ITEMS, SHOULD YOU PAY
MORE FOR SHIPPING FLEAS?
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals T
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Is relationship with family worth it?

Dear Abby: From the time
that my father left — I was 8 —
until I was thrown out of the
house at 16, my mother was
seriously emotionally abusive
and neglectful. She frequently
called me filthy names, made
bizarre accusations that
had no basis in truth, told
me I was a “mistake,”
threatened me, publicly
humiliated and belittled
me.

1 am now in my
mid-20s and have had no
contact with my mother
for three years. My older
brother is in denial about
the abuse and insists that
I forgive her and rebuild
our relationship. He
claims that she’s sorry
and she misses me.

I recently traveled back to my
hometown and visited my moth-
er. She treated me as though I
were a stranger.

Afterward, I felt that I could
move on, knowing I had done the
right thing in deciding to cut her
out of my life. Now the rest of the

Dear Abby

family has turned their backs on
me. T'would like to maintain a
personal relationship with them,
but they think I'm a bad person
for no longer having a relation-
ship with my mother. Do you
have any advice?
— Left in the Cold in Duluth
Dear Left in the
Cold: Only this: If the
price of having a rela-
nommp with your
family is tolerating
their emotional black-
mail and more abuse
from your mother, the
price is too high.

Dear Abby: Not
long ago, we moved
into a beautiful new
housing development.
Neighbors on the street
behind us keep their puppy
penned up outside day and night
in all kinds of weather. Occasion-
ally we see one of their neigh-
bors walk the dog, but other than
that, it seems the dog’s existence
is limited to a cement pad cov-
ered in you-know-what.

‘We would rather not call the
homeowners’ association or the
Humane Society, as these neigh-
bors seem like decent people.
However, it is upsetting our
small children, as well as my
husband and me, to hear the
poor animal cry. We can’t imag-
ine spending the next 10 years
like this. What do you recom-
mend we do?

— Canine Lovers in California

Dear Canine Lovers: Although
you would rather not, for the
puppy’s sake, pick up the phone
and contact the homeowners’
association and the Humane
Society. You'll be doing the ne-
glected creature — and your-
selves — a favor.

The owners of that poor ani-
mal have no idea how to proper-
ly care for a dog. The Humane
Society will instruct them on the
proper care of their furry family
member.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number - should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90065, headiers can wite
to Abby on the Internet at
itp://werw.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Handicaps not always visible

Dear Annie: rve
never written before, but
after reading your re-
sponse to “President of
an Assisted Health Care
Service in Kansas” in the
Wisconsin State Journal,
I felt the need. He said
handicapped parking
spaces should be used
only by those in wheel-
chairs. Thank you for
your response to this
passionless person.

My 80-year-old mother
is probably one of those people
he complained about. Mom has a
collapsed lung, has had back
surgery and is prone to blood
clots forming in her one good
lung. This makes breathing very
difficult at times. Yet if you look
at her, she seems fine. It's only
when you watch closely that you
realize she stops every hundred
feet or so to catch her breath.
There are days she can barely
walk across the living room
without stopping to rest.

Sure, the system gets abused,
but let’s have a little compassion.

You never know what prob-

Annie’s Mailbox

lems might be hidden
from view. — Madison,
Wis.

Dear Madison: That
writer said we could
print his name, but we
thought that might not
be such a good idea.
Read on for more rea-
sons why:

From Arizona: my
wonderful daugh-
ter-in-law has MS. She
usually has no trouble
walking, but at fimes she gets a
tingling in her legs that tells her
she only has a few minutes to
find a place to rest. I'd like to
kick that Kansas Health Care
manager right where he won’t
need a wheelchair, but will have
trouble walking.

Southwest Florida: rm
handicapped but do not require a
wheelchair because I can walk
short distances. Once inside the
store I latch onto a cart, even if T
only need a loaf of bread, be-
cause the cart serves nicely as a
walker. Those handicapped

spaces make a huge difference to
me.

Mississippi: Thank you.
Thank you. Thank you. As a
nurse, T know of so many people
who, like you said, need every
ounce of energy just to breathe.
My mother, while not in a wheel-
chair, is considered handicapped
because of injuries sustained in a
vehicle accident. She needs that
handicapped spot

Ferndale, Calif.: My best
friend has rheumatoid arthritis,
and every step he takes is pain-
ful. Another friend had major
surgery and breathes through a
tracheotomy. How could anyone
object to shortening the distance
between car and building for
these people? I find it appalling
that a healthy person would
begrudge the slightest favor to
those unfortunate enough to need
handicapped parking.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

lease e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

(aRAFFI‘l‘I“

5 |

S5

Dennis the Menace

A2

3
>

i

1=k

£}
L]

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
M by Henri Arnold and Mlke Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

DRAIC

©2004 Tribune Medla Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

[TAURR ]
X

LENETS

L 0O

W umble corm

L]
TASTLE

OHOON

WHERE THE LOSER

ENDED UP IN THE

OUTPOCR BOXING
MATCH,

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.
VYV VN NV N
200000L2 00000
DA A A AN A
(Answers tomorrow)
Jumbles: ENEMY ~ STOKE  TANDEM  ESTATE

Answer: Despite a tight budget, he bought a new tuxe-
do when it was hard to—MAKE ENDS MEET

Yesterday's

Family Circus

12-24
oo

Bil Keane,

Bl by g Fetres Sy

“Dolly! | think | heard some clatter
out on the lawn!”

*OL RUFF DOESN'T NEED A NAME TAG ON
6 GIFT. HE'S ALREADY SNIFFED ITOUT"

©Gary Larson

11 DeNT
No \Deuhé

Non Sequitur

LELME T
BE QUITE A&

The Far Side

Stupid clerks
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MOVIES ® SPORTS

| 6PM | G0 | 7PM | 70 | oM | ®30 | SPM | S0 | 10PM | 1030 | iiPM | a0

[9ESPNews Pacific Report [How the Grinch [ “Its aWonderful Life” (1946, Fantasy) James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel Barymore. An  [Pacific Report [ The Tonight Show (CC) Late Show (CC)
6 |AFN-P Stole Christmas  |angel saves a dstraught businessman from suicide
7| AFwaTL |[5:%6) Oprah Win- ({35) Guiding Light (CC) [(:17) General Hos- [Headline News [ Judge Judy (CC) [Today (CC) Teacher's Pet (E]) [What's New Scoo-
FATL lirey (CC) pital (CC) (cc) by-Doo?
8 | NEWs |rdball With Chris Watthews [The O'Reilly Factor (CC) ‘anelime Thursday (CC) Fox and Friends [Fox and Friends (American Morning
9 | SPORTS |*{5:00) College Football PlinsCaptal Fort Wori Bow ~ Cincinnai vs. Marshal. From Fort Warin, —[#College Football Poneer PureVision Las Vegas Bow - UCLA vs. Wyoming. From Las Vegas. (Taped
| Texas. (Taped)
[The Simpsons _|Everybody Loves |Charmed The Cleaners cover for the | Boston Public “Chapler Forly' Dana _|BIue Planet: Seas of Life “Seasonal _|Friends Phoebe _[Seinfeld George | The Daily Show _[Biind Date (GC)
10 | SPEC |*Scuse Me Whie | {Raymond Debra [Charmed Ones by framing Darrylas a ~|Poole returns to Winsiow; Lipschuftz ~ |Seas Sunlight s used as an energy  finds a police off- |leams when to )
iss the Sky" | cooks good meal._[murderer. (CC) may have a son. (CC) source by plankion. (CC) cer' badge. (CC) _|leave. (CC)
[ [ AFNVFAI [Rugrats “The Sania Experience’ (CC)_|Scooby-Doo __[Barbie in the Nutcracker (CC) %% “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” (2000) Jim Carrey, Jefirey Tambor.___|Home Improve. _[Home Improve.
[AFN-IOV [F. Backstories _[Ent. Tonight %% “Scrooged” (1988, Comedy) Bil Muray, Karen Alln, Carol Kane- % “Maid in Manhattan" (2002) Jennifer Lopez, Ralph Fiennes. * %) Mo’ Money” (1992, Comedy)
[(5:45) % ¥ x “Glory” (1989, Drama) Matthew Broderick, Denzel Washinglon, | “Candyman" (1992, Horror) Virginia Madsen, Tony |(:45) % * “The Amityville Horror” (1979, Horror) James Brolin, Margol Kidder, |(:45) %  “The
14 | TMC  [Morgan Freeman. Premiere. A young Union offcer leads an allblack regiment. ' Todd, Xander Berkeley. A doctoral candidate uncovers a  |Rod Steiger. A family's Long Island home s possessed by evi spiris. ' [Hot Spot” (1990)
myhological iler. R’ (CC) [Don Johnson. B’
Dragon Tales Mer- | 2oom Burilo bites. [ The NewsHour With Jim Lehrer (N) Washmgtnn Week [Wall Street Week [Now With Bil Moyers (N) (CC) [Tucker Carlson: [Journal Editorial | Charlie Rose Richard Armitage. (N)
24| PBS |npGofardDa. |€)(C0) OVS) |(CC) N) (CCY With Fortune (N) Uniltered (N) (CC)|Report (N) (CC)  |(CC)
(CC) (DvS) (CC)
** "Unlnrgmzhle" 1996, Suspense) Ry Llls, nde Fiyenino, atr oy ok ki Pulp Fiton (1099, Drama) o Tavol, Samue . Jackaon, U Trurman. Praiee. | (25) i Bound: (1995 D) Jnner iy, G Ger
25 |SHOW [ote. An R'(CC) tales of mayhem. R'(CC) sho,doa Panolaa. An xconand er sl nghtor pian
to rip off the mob.
[City Confidential “Los Angeles: S |Sell This ouse _|Sell This House _|Sell This House _[Sell This House _[Makeover Mamas "Hoiday Special _|A Vanessa Williams Chns(mun Lm by Request The recording arts! performs
27 | A&E |lenced Pariner" Two former cops part- |Transiorminga  (Sellng a Denver  [Seattle home pro-  [Seatile home's  |Quaduplets'home at holidays. (N) (CC) [viewers' requests at the Bergen Performing Arts Center in Engleviood, N.J. (Live)
nership ends in murder. (CC) Chicago home. _|home. et facelt. (CC) (cc)
[To Be Announced To Be Announced Aftica's Great | Africa’s Great | Wild and Dangerous To Be Announced [To Be Announced
28| DISC Rivers Rivers
29| TFC |Weez UpWazz Up [Star Crcl Guest.[Bida SIMister, Bida S Wisis (05) Insider __[Dong Puno Live Balang A [Worning Siar —:40) Hasayang Tanghai Bayan
(In Tagalog)
30 | CNN-| |2 King Live (CC) [CNNIWorld News ‘cwwa Sport _|Business International [AsiaTonight [Biz Asm [CNNIWorld News [eWorld Sport |Biz Asia [The Wiusic Room
31| GOLF [FJebel A Challsnge Fighights Ei |$Capla Open at Avenal Highighs _|oBei Canadian Open Highights ool Channel | oWrats nthe eGolfChannel (oGl Wih Stye | SEuropean PGA Golf Qtar asers -
Eis and Darren Clarke. Greg Norman triumphs Second Round. From Qatr.
Clan Steep g 1A o Foos” 113 Fx Repaing & chood home. | Clea W Tl o Orgtizaon (Vi Not o Woar: & n Dream | What Not to Wear “Shannon” Colorful _|Clean Sweep “Tools for Organization”
32| TLC |Clutered os Provcing o0 o organzaton. () | Wardrobe One ucky fadhion oftnder warobe. (CO) Providing tools for organization.
Jgets a $50,000 shopping spree.
Foster's Home for Imaginary Friends [Teen Titans Powerpuf Girls! | Cartoon Cartoon Cannon shols. [LooneyTunes || AmWeasel |Sheep in the Big |Detective Squad
34 | TOON City
[The Crocodile Hunter “Jungle in the _[Most Extreme “Swarms' Documenting |Venom ER A venom victm is twlching |Animal Precinct “Lost and Found™ |Animal Precinct Terrier Rescue' Ne- | Venom ER A venom victim is twiching
35 | ANPL {Clouds™ Tribal hunters aid Steve on New |wildife that gathers in swarms. (CC)  |uncontrollably when he arrives at a hos- [Starving dog case investigated; stray  [glected wire-haired fox teriers discov- |uncontrollably when he arrives at a hos-
Guinea trek. (CC) al. orse dumped in Brookiyn. er pital. (CC)
Shorties Watchin' [Strangers With | The Daily Show |Mad TV A “Survvor” skelch. (CC) [The World Stands [Comedy Central |Comedy Ceniral |Premium Blend [Patton Oswalt: No Reason to Com- _|Comedy Central
36 | COM |Shorties Greg Gi- [Candy Girs get ~|Kate Bosworth Up iax Alexander. Presents The com-Presents Comic — [Josh Sneed: Car- —[plain The comic shares his views on lfe |Presents Comic
raldo. (CC) real babies. (CC) |(CC) () (CC) o sings. (CC) | Demetri Martn.__[men Lynch.(N) _|and peaple. (CC) Gary Valentine.
Disaster! Understanding and preparing [Snake Wranglers [Croc Chronicles |Ghosts of the Cannibal Islands Elephant Power [Holy Cow How the cow has changed |Seconds From Disaster “Inferno at
40 | NGC-A |for avalanches and landsides. [Venom Harvest”  |*Outback Invasion” e cours ofistoryandaeed th g- Gl Expiosions ok Mexican
[Harvesting venom. |Cane toad lography of the world
42 | SPIKE |Words Wides Polle Videos ) CSF Cine Soen Ivestgaion Th CSE: i Scene investigalon igh Untold Harducod Dreams 2 10Years Laer” LA Worring [CSE Crime Scenelrwesllgaﬂon [WXC “Film Industry
Execuion of Catherine Wilow: Night"(CC) (OVS) side High School basketballteam. (N) Snuff” (CC) (DVS) vs. Phobias’
Reminglon Steele A Pockel Full of _[SL. Elsewhere ‘Breaifless A msnIaHy The Simpsons ~—King o the A Famiy Guy Fail Faiy Guy Pt The Fox aport With Shepard S | Th Bob Rewtat The Bo et
43 | FOX |Steele" A teenage pickpocketleams [challenged patient nsists he's t ThaNedZone? |k and Bty |shopson it o comert - (CC) “An Ameri- | Show W L
Jabout a crime netvork from Steele. | masked rapist. (CC) ) eep trucking. hiis lPA; (CC) o n Famiy® You... Goodbye”
44 | BET |10 & Park: BETs Top 10 Live Freestyle Fey Black Collego | &4 "Soul Food (1997, Corecy D) Vanossa L wmmms Vivica A. Fox, _|Club Comic View “Spolight Comic: _[BET Nightly News |eMaad Sports £
Tour Wrap- Uv Nia nd finess threaten a close-knit family. Doug Willams' Doug Williams. (co) Ree:
Hollywood Heat [Body of Evidence:[Cops Officer [Cops Coa: The Irwesﬂgaiors “Deadly Love Trian- |Forensic Files | Forensic Files In- |Forensic Files ||, Detective Polce |The Investigators “Double Jeopardy”
46 |COURT From the Case  |shoots suspect;,  [Coast” \ntncha\ed 3 fe questioned in |vestigator sniffs out| find surprises at
Files ransvesie. (CC) _|drver. (CC) man's death. mansion.
[The Simpsons | The Drew Carey [Star News Focus |Friends (CC) | Three Tenors in the Forbidden City World-renowned tenors Luciano Pavarott, [Kenny Loggin December Singers _|Friends (CC) [ Three Tenors in
48 |STRWLD |(CC) Show (CC) Asia Placido Domingo and Jose Carreras perform in Beiings Forbidden City. (CC)  |Ciint Black and Olvia Newton-John join the Forbidden
enny Loggins in California. (CC) [9)
[The Golden Girls [ The Golden Girls [ % A Song for the Season" (1999, Drama) Naom Judd, Gerald McRaney, | A Holiday to Remember” (1995, Drama) Connie Sellecca, Randy Travis, Rue | Merge A young couple try fo combine
50 | LIFE |Afriend escapes a |Sicilian couple  |Andy Grifth. A superintendent s forced to cut the school music program. (CC) | McClanahan. A divorced psychologist is reunited with a former fiance. (CC) their decorating styles. (CC)
nursing home. | laims Dorothy.
th Heaven | Wasn't Expecting That!” A|Pinocchio’s Christmas sk Prancer® (1063, Drana) Fecca Harl, Sam Eliot, s Leachman. A Whose Lin st [Whose Line I 1 T 700 Gl (CC)
51 | ABCFAM |mysterious stranger wanders into the troubled chid nurses an inured reindeer back fo heal [Anyway? “Weird ~|Anyway? “Super-
|Camden home. (CC) Newscasters™ __|neroes” (CC)
[Japan's ysterious Pyramids (CC) _|Modern Marvels ‘Radio: Out of Thin__|Battlefield Detectives “The Mexican- |#Boys Toys Bill Lear, Clyde Cessna _[#Boys Toys (CC) Iraq War: Battling the Insurgents UsS -
53| HIST A Lary King and Gesey Kasom ook American War: Bl of Pl Al Mexiard s nephews, and Vil and Olve led coaltion forces battle insurgents;
at racio's history. (CC) an and U.S. armies clash. (N) Becch ponesr corporate . (CC) cc)
[(5:00) % ¥  “Les Miserables” (1998, Drame) Liam Neeson|(:20) % %  “Babe: | n the City” (1998, Adventure) Mag- | % * * “Home Alone” (1990, Comedy) Macaulay Culin, Joe |(45) #-x“Home Alone 2: Lost in New York™ (1992, Gom-
57 | STRAN |Geofirey Rush, Uma Thurman. A French fugive is pursued |da Szubanski, James Cromwell, Voices of E.G. Daily. The | Pesci, Daniel Stem. A boy defends his home against inept  |edy) Macaulay Culkin, Joe Pesci, Daniel Stern. Kevin ends
by an obsessed polce taking pig s cast adif in an urban jungle. urglars up in New York when he boards the wrong plane.
[Stratosfear Ice Walk Robert Swian traverses the | Kiimanjaro — Summit to Sea [Out There Frozen [sLost [Total Adventure [Stratosfear Next Wave ‘Fish | Out There Frozen
58 |ADV 1 Siberia's aerial lfe- Circumnavigating Pirates’ A surfer  [Siberia’s aerial lfe-
ine. Australa comes aboard._|ine.
Laguna Beach: | The Real World | The RealWorld _|The Real World | The Real World | The Real World _|Jammed ‘UZ' (N) |Pimp My Ride A_|Pimp My Ride __|Pimp My Ride _|VivaLaBam _|Viva La Bam
59 | MTV |The Real Orange  |Phiadelphia’ Lan- [Landon struggles to[*Philadelphia” (CC) |Flaunting frater- _|Sara's family vis- 1987 Chevy Blazer.| 1984 Cacilac Eldo-
|County don hooks up. his place. nization rules. (€0) rado.
[SpongeBob Rugrats Angelca [Scaredy Camp _ |Scaredy Camp _[Scaredy Camp _ |Scaredy Camp _|Scaredy Camp _|SpongeBo invader Zim Fugras fgeca | ThePay Ot (R o by Ginger
60 | NICK |SquareParis (CC)|mafes Saia qut SquauPants (cc) makes Sata g, | Parans (00
E) (CC) () ()

JAPAN TV

Morning

7:30 Disney (12)

Afternoon

5:50 News (6)

Evening

7:00 NHK News (1)

830 Planet Rugby (42)

9:00 Football Mundial (42)

1020News ()

10 Hong Kong Movie (1999): iy Me to Po-

eSO

400 Classial s (D)

JAPAN TV-BS7

Morning
6:15 World News

7:15 World News
8:15 World News
9:15 World News Hour

11:15 2004 Japanese Major Leaguers (8): Ichi-
10 (2/2)

Morning

8:00 Top Choice
10:00 Pure Music
1100 Al the st of TV 2004 #9-410

10:19, 2004 Japanese Major Leaguers (6

10:35 2004 Japkanfs)e Major Leaguers (7): Aki-

nori
11:15 CNN News

Afternoon

12:15 ABC News.

12:35 PGA Tour Golf Lesson (6)

ic News
o 7102004 Japanese Major Leaguers () chi-

12:19 Figure Skating GP Series in China:

Final: Men's Singles

1:10 Figure Skating GP Serfes in China: Final:
pairs

215 Asian News

330 World Amazing Sports

415 Asian New:
510 World Nows Hour

JAPAN TV-BS11

7:00 NHK News
12:30 Classical Music; Opera de Paris -
“Sleeping Beauty” (r)

1230 U, Movie (2003): National Sccurity

Afternoo

1:00 UsS. Movie (1994): The River Wild (2:00)

400 Spanish Soccer Liga Espanola

Evening

800 Spanish Soccer Liga Espanola

10:00 US. Movie (2002): Sightings: Heartiand
Ghost (1:35)

11:35 TV Series: Friends the Final
3:40 UEFA Euro 2004 Soccer: Holland vs.

atvia
5:50 U.S. Movie (2003): Special Forces (1:40)

Morning
6:00 Wake Up!
7:00 M Size Thursday

1960 Coomles0s

100 Screen

130 Consensus; Orange Range
The Super Dry Live Special: Ayumi
Hamazald Good Chartotte o, Wissy
Ellott and Man

so0cont Chrstmas 2004

no M Swze Friday

50 s the Track Concert
0 Pushim Asian Kung-Fu Generation

10:00 Screen
10:30 Cribs: Jackass Edition
11:00 World Chart Express Supported by
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The Pacific Forecast Al and maps p by A o oraos
AccuWeather.com
Tide Table NORTHERN JAPAN
Today Tomorrow Saturday Today Saturday
Mainiand Japan High Tide 3417 2614 33123 3119
kosuka 619am. 4:33pm.  7:04am. 514 pm. Variably Mostly sunny Rather cold | Some snow
Sasebo 9:30am. 845pm. 10:17am. 9:31pm. ‘with snow howers:
orea showers
Cheju siand/Soguip'o &:42am. 942 pm. 1024 am. 1022 pm
Kunsan Tatam 220pm  226am  310pm
Okinawa, Naha 624am 533pm  703am 508pm | [SHANGHAL TORYO
Guam, Apra Harbor 7:34am. 5:15pm. 8:16am. 550 pm.
Today Saturday Today Saturday
Mainland Japan Tide 45838 49135 45134 45133
Yokosuka 119am. 1145 pm. 1208 pm. none | | Chilly; bit of | Cool: clouds unn) artly 1o
3:18 pm. 25am. 404 pm. rain nd sun partly cloudy, | mostly cloudy;
ool chilly
cne,u sandSoquio 347am. 4%2pm.  429am. s38pm
N 7am aiopm  sioam 1001pm
ou,.;wa, Naha none 1221 am. 1228 pm
L Gt Aoratiabor 1214 am 1228 5m, 1251 5m. 113 om TSOdUT“ERN JSAPde
' Fol lldes at olher sites apply minutes below to Naha tides: oday aturday
130, Soatko Byooht =11 nigh and low fide 5 50138 52138
Unten Ko:7 high, -8 low, Yonabary, Buckner Bay: 44 igh, 42 low China Mostly cloudy; |Brisk winds;
some showers | some clouds
B o [eee
urma
Taiwan
Some Mostly cloud
Laos | HONG KONG s W cloudy
BANGKOK Today ‘Saturday
Today Saturday 69/59 67/61
;1" 1 " 559" 1h y Cloudy to Partly sunny
Sumny rather|Sunshine Thailand | party sunny CUAN
PP Today Saturday
— 86/74 87/76
\ Cambodia > Spotly Sray
[ N Showars | Showersisun
Saturday i\
5 85173 85173 0 >
Vigtnam  |partyto  |Parly to
mostly sunny | mostly sunny KWAJALEIN
SINGAPORE °
Today Saturday ;
88/76 85/74 Malzysia
Scattered ‘Some clouds;
showers
= As of 7 a.m. Thursday, Tokyo time
=
Extended Forecasts
TOKYO KADENA SEOUL MANILA HAGATNA
Sunday: Partly sunny, Sunday: Periods of clouds and Sunday: Periods of clouds and Sunday: Periods of clouds and Sunday: Periods of clouds and
high 47, low 37. sunshine, high 67, low 57. sunshine, sunshine, sunshine,
Monday: Partly sunny, Monday: Periods of clouds and high 30, low 14 high 85, low 73. high 86, low 76
high 48, low 39. sunshine, Monday: Partly sunny, Monday: Mostly cloudy, Monday: Partly sunny,
high 69, low 60 high 29, low 6. high 83, low 73. high 86, low 74.

Wednesday’s USA Temperatures

iy HGHLOW  CITY HIGHILOW
Abuquerque  36/19  Los Angeles  68/46
Amarillo 2310 Little Rock 0/16
Anchorage 38/30  Louisville 34124
Asheville 55/44  Miami 79171
Baltimore 5943 Milwaukee 1418
Birmingham 58/36  Nashville 4927
Bismarck 4112 New York 51146
Boise 36/16  Omaha 16/-5
Boston 48/42  Orlando 79/62
Brownsville 8544  Philadelphia  55/41
Buffalo 39/32  Phoenix 6338
Burlington 3832 Pittsburgh 46/38
Charleston, SC  70/57  Portland, OR ~ 48/32
Charlotte 6348  Portland, ME  41/31
Cleveland 32128 SaltLake City 3014
Columbus, OH ~ 36/31  St. Louis 22/6
Duluth 116 SanAntonio  56/25
El Paso 5029 San Diego 69/46
Hartford 42130 San Juan 85/72
Helena 2216 Tampa 77165
Indianapolis 2416 Tulsa 29/9
Jacksonville 74159 Washington 59/45
Kansas City 1500 Wichita 2212

Friday, December 24

U.S. Extended Forecast
The Christmas holiday weekend will
be dry but quite cold for much of the
eastern half of the nation. Friday, bit-
terly cold air will persist across the
northern Plains as the cold air seeps
into the East. A bit of rain and snow
will taper off across Maine during the
morning as a storm system pushes
away from the region. The tail of the
associated cold front will trigger a few
showers and thunderstorms across
Florida. Lake-effect snow bands will
fall downwind of the Great Lakes.
Meanwhile, rain and snow will damp-
en the western Gulf Coast states as a
few flurries occur across southern
New Mexico. Gusty winds will howl
across the extreme Southwest.

Friday’s Pacific Temperatures

Friday’s World Temperatures

ary HIGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW Ty HIGHILOW oy HGHLOW Ty HGHILOW  CITY HIGHILOW  CITY HIGHILOW,
Bangkok gl Iwakuni 49/35 Sasebo NB 50/40 Acapulco 90/73  Budapest 46/36  Kabul 39/15  Nairobi 81/54
Beijing 32/18  Kadena AB 67/57  Sapporo 33723 Athens 50/41  Buenos Aires  82/59  Kiev 25/25  New Delhi 73/43
Camp Casey 35/17  Kunsan AB 3826 Seoul 34117 Auckland 61/47  Cairo 61/38  Kuwait 66/44  Oslo 7/19
Christchurch 56/36 Kwajalein 88/80  Shanghai 45/35 Baghdad 61/34  Cancun 82/69 London 46/34  Paris 5/36
Diego Garcia 86/74 Manila 85/73 Singapore 88/76 Barbados 84/68  Cape Town 88/68  Madrid 55/42  Rio de Janeiro 80/69
Hagatna 86/74 Misawa AB 36/24 Sydney 90/66 Barcelona 56/46 Geneva 42/39  Mexico City ~ 72/45 Rome 57/45
Hanoi 75/61 san 36/20 Taegu 42126 Berlin 42/32  Istanbul 43/35  Montreal 25/3  St.Petersburg 30/20
Hong Kong 69/59  Perth 85/67  Taipei 69/55 Bermuda 72/64  Jerusalem 54/41 Mogadishu ~ 92/76  Stockholm 32/21
Honolulu 80/70 Pusan 45131 Tokyo 45/34 Brussels 45/32  Johannesburg 79/57 Moscow 23/16  Warsaw 43/31
Advertise your car, truck, motorcycle,
bt r iyl nSipes ool
I o on + Homelown N
Up o 7 lines of co 5 froe!
Sell it Freel =i sisgie
eoo0000 r el st st
only - no declost
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Selling your couch, your | greq oq
car or your Stephen

Bulld Your Business for As Little As $21 a wesk!

Strs and ties ot h mosteectve and e vay e the ity commuriy ovrseas A

ocersony

King
oy o ST

Sell it FREE in Stripes | Bt o o
e

classified. - lamprcss must o st

eclassty, ownt o rofoctany.

‘malod You may onow of mako changes

P ads run or 21days and on a space

ot
Fico acs o vallblfor vt partes
orly. Fo lormalon an commercaor
oma bsiness ads.lease all 226.3276

Up to 32 words FREE for | 5226 Siesseence e o

21 days!

g 0n the size of your ad and the frequency of nseron. Please contactus for etals!

Reach u:l ;
usat:
o&mww Commevma\ momzw (Tokyo CML) Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002
011-81- ( 447 (Ov ers)ees) 229-3214 (Tol ki % SN) ) 7-23-17 Roppongi, Minato-ku,
229-3276 {Tokyo DSN) 02-2270-7141 {Korea oML Tokyo 106-0032 Japan
5-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 721-7141 (Korea DS Email us at;
721-7146 (Korea DSN) 6457667 (Okinawa DSN) dlassifieds@pstripes.osd.mil

Deadline to place, cancel, or make any change to an ad s five(5) busines days prir o publishing date, fthe
ad has atypographical ertor, Pacifc Stars and Stipes lizbiil i to rerun the ad for one (1) additonal day on
the next avaiabl issue date, Any ofher problem with advertising must be fled i wiing no later than ten (10)
days aferthe first nserton ofthe ad. Ads canot b run pside down or sideways.

Your ad

Unit 5002

7 DSN 2263214, CMIL 03-3423-6257, E-Mall dassfeds@pstiges osa il

Al Classified Advert Non-refundabl
Classified advertsing is accepted from DD personnel (private party ad Classiied adverisements) and al
organizations which provide a senvice of interest to the miltary communiy (business advertisements). All ads
are assessed before acceplance accarding to the moral and etical judgment of Pacic Stars and Stipes.
Classified_advertisements must be acceptable for our genera

iltaryfamil readership. Paciic Stars and Stipes has the right to
tefun any and al ads considered inapproprate fo publication.

Appliances 02

Foster, Okinawa - Hoover
et Cisaner Noiing fary & bul 1
i

i s ooty & now g
50 1 have no more room. Call
6453185

Foster, Okinawa - Housshold

Applances for sale: Mrs. Tea

Oen toaster $%. Call
#646-4374

Sullygom @yahoo.com.

Foster, Okinawa - Household
applances for sale: Shark cord-
loss sweeper, 520 Black &
Decker Dust bstor, $20; toaster
oven, $30; Mirs. Tea, $30 and
Spice rack $10. Cal #646-4374
o 6-mal sullygem @yahoocom.

Foster, Okinawa_ Mighty menc.
&, o s15_cal
Sa L S
Sioknava0yanonsom

Foster, Okinawa - Whiripool
Dehuricifer: Hardly used, $35
Call Susan at 646-8576 or 090
7586 4654

Okinawa
e Gool demumdiar 1 grem
shape " for_only 5100, ~Call
555101 or 080 5060-439

Okinawa - Homerie,
Sy seage oy ST
Call 6331513 f interested

'a, Okinawa - White We
inghouse ron adjusiable sieam
plate, full view of water window,
fhermostat adjustment dia, ind-
cator light, 6. sefings:{wool,
coton, fen, ' mion, accite]

Announcements 040
[wninoconus.con
SHOP AT

& OCON I‘Jf“

AND YOUR

MAY BE FREE

$2000

GIVE AWAY
BETWEEN
NOV 22 - DEC 22

S\RETCH |-

your dollars with

and discounts!

600+ merchants
pre-screened and
rated for APOIFPO |
service & shipping

visit us at

WWW.OCONUS.COM

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
lapan 146 |- Korea

Yokola - 1993 Toyota Hiux Surt | pusan- 1999 Pontiac Firebird
Eover vindows, Power Lcis, | (Fomua) 5.7 V'S, Back, 69K
e, ACHem, CD plover | s At AGS,

B RSy Sl £ 087 710500
D, Watorproo! loor cover for | & 1 1505
argo. area. JGI VAl unll| clide3sack @yahoocam

‘Yongsan - 1994 Hyundai Sonata

Rima iz, 227-8996 - or
2262002

Yokota - 1994 Honda Legend:
Green. 2door avomatc’ CO
player, chrome rims, JCI untl

Sy S8, 2500 Call| Yongsan - 2002 Ford F150 XuT
2273496

/an. Automatc, AC, Power | Mies, 5.4 iter V-8, )
indows. ang. Locks, 4O onth | AC. Titwheel, Captains_chars,
May 2005, Sell for $1000.00.| PW: FDL, CC, AWM Cass- &

Cal 267.6128 afer & PM of | disc CD, Excellent condition
o mai tamiy@wiaatino p * | 1S & dves, grea, $24,000

Mercedes_Benz: | mybSsupstbeo@hoimalcom:

S80E o ey, comer i
&0 me ok $3.000. Call | yongsan - ason, 1992 von
2638660 alter Urbo ddr sedan Excehem
e — cammn Tth, power everyihin

- 92 Toyota Gorolla: ALC,
il itk Fwaysv
49,000 m, JC untl Apr
ccontly ' Inspocied. Call | OBO. Cal Ron, 011-0657-3750

message or make an offer

Autos for Sale
Autos for Sale Okinawa 152
- Korea -
o erea e 38 o
i ondlarhs Noenie 208, g0 €
CleaniGood Condition. 12K. CnH 090-6861-4556.

Joe at 011-9255-5545 or Email

Angel__Motors-Specializing _in

Autos for Sale
Japan

146

Yokosuka - 1995 Ford Tauus
i

‘American owned & operated car | Untl Feb 06, MDICD piayer. n
business in Kanto with export | fires, battery, and " aornator,
experience. Contact Mike for | asking $800 or obo Conlaci
more detais Tel: 090-8019-6372 | (Vincent Taylor) 243-7112 (H) or
Emi mie @angemolorsiapan. | 046.852-4673. Plaso leave &
com Web_Ste: www.angeimo- | message!l

orapancom..

Aisug; 84 Toyola Marno, Siver

Asking $1800. Avallable now,
call 264-6642.

Yokosuka - Silver 92 Toyota

Ceres with tinted windows, chid

sty doorlocks and AC,cl &
Japan Inspection Good il Au

g 2005 s Greal Asking
2000/050

8030285454 or DN

Gourlney - 1991 Toyota Town
LADIEIOMALOT | Ace Van FOR SALE 1200.00
Humpherys - 1982 Dodge Cargo | O8O Ut ure Aerl 2005, €D
Van. Brakes & Rotrs | player, *pove
WheolSaarings. Aterntor Fue | GREAT AC Avadab\e me end
Pump, Water Pump, Too uch | December

239!
g

Yorkint@bwncom

msuv 12553, Work| Goutney - 1992 Toycla Gamy

Clean car, very reiable. Power,

Wdovs: GO Player Jol uil
Kunsan: 2001 Hyundal Sonata/ | February 2005 1300 OR

GUS Sindard Tren, Wiie | Ofer el e 622- 508

BS,A m.Custorn | HERBMILL20008@ YAHOO.COM

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale

- Okinawa 152_ | - Okinawa 152 |- Okinawa 152 | - Okinawa 152
oster - 2| Foster - 1997 Suzuki Wagan | Kacna - 1989 Town AGE Van - | Kadena, - 1962 Tojoe, Sur.
e sG1 ‘f.i"wﬁ ol 55ce | Wi e i caten | g Lo Jim 005 34 | Noed fo_sol ASAE” dus
Cold NC \ayel automauc condition, JCI until March 2005 | Call Steve at 633-7441 or cell at dW'ﬁe $2,700. OBO. Evs
5150 MUST _ SELLII | asking 00 or obo. Please | 080-5035-7977. thing s in good working condi-

2 e —
100115800 Wayno & ol son | 0906-50:6664 and sk for Cha | Kadena_— 1990 4-wide_door
Call 6463586 (H) 641-2896 | M

)

(uny

:
£

Piease call Justn @
533,

omaiaddress s | Green Surt i grey teror |

g

dena -
Ace it Skyligt fool. Dark

o) y\eca@mmer usmemi seorng, Door Locks and Wi | 868, 4 SIS, Bl DAtk

Foster - 1990 TOYOTA MAS- | 0 = ok 5 7. New Front Tires. JC1 unii Jun

TERACE SURF VAN:  Power | Fostar yota Surt JC1 | Jina” 2006 '$3000 “Cal W)

grenyinng

i
iF
o=

mediati.net

AME Cassalte good unil :{nv 3505, S3000.00 | 854:0653.or ol 080-1047-3594 | 2005. 52.250.00 Cal 633.6005

and Now res. Vory wll | o best ofer Good condilan | please leave & voice message I | Kadena - 1993 Boigo 2-tone

{navailable. Windom ve, pover everyting
Oct, 2006 Asking ‘nm contact W‘“W“B e | navalave | e, 15, rover o

- 760" o | Kadena - 1990 Honda 4 door | B0 NEW AC sysiem. Have
§129000080, FOC B2 | w w\Hn’EnﬂE@hulmaﬂ com sedan Whhe‘ 401 Bus Juy 4 g g s, ol

o
7 st $500can | Ftutonninent Realy it 3
T

Foser . 1991 Honc CRX | S50, 600 3 0o

email_christynedward@hoimal. | Foster - 93 Toyota LUCIDA: 16" | Eumps: [0S Glken tiple, plate

Foster yota _ Ceres: mkc it, cal\ Ren at 633- 7125 m
oo loanCar™10 o OB | o5 1 2% 123 7| o, BT MUST GO MEAR:
e : , o
A b ] L B o0
0 | Available_untl ~ December. | Kadena - 1990 Nissan Skylne | Xistinhaley @hotmail.com  for
OBO  call | 846-5539 please leave mes- | GTR JCI 7/2006, Crower rods, details 00
6860 3891 or | S39°- /eisco pistons, N1 oiliwater | Kadena - 1993 Mark Il Tourer V:

1ims wity low profle s with | mscion. New molor. less than | Up, new panl Spoaersal

Foster - 1991
1

%2 door,
s condon” S ey | Bl s
ot 1o 0 soon $2800,00 OBO ] o
362350 000 6860 3891 or | - $2200. OBO, Make an | Kadena - 1990 Skyine GTST,
pat cvepnedvaonoma.| 8 LT S oS )

Comfor pitures,

o
Pajero brand new: | ver AT, freezing AC, gas, ted g
Joro brand now: | ver, AT, : 925, ted. | 500 kim, upgraded turbos, com: | ntake, ASR exhaust, 16 n ims.

gy and Dlack | o indow, power lock. | puter, $10000. 633-0047 400000 or 0BO.  Call

635'5711 0r 080-1717-1160

o 1'cat e, Must 5ol by | TS XS af Mk, it | Kacena - 1993 Nissan Skylne:
Sow” off e, Spood Car| Bad o snoe, MG, CO

n PLAYER. Ading 5240006 050

Fostor - 1991 Toyota Gamry, V6 | Foster - 95 Honda Civic Halch- “1‘1‘” V’”“'E for o ‘2““"
cngine, 4G Oct 05, excolont | acic Biue, vey clean.cod AIC /, bee 098:935:0027 0" | \Gagena - 1998 Toyota Lovin 2
.+ CD_player, ;| 2 doors. power locks & wi | ST | door ee coid AICCONPI

Cunvool, kayiess. eniry. powet | dows. 2C1 ‘wved um Dewmbev Kaena 1990 Toyota Pickup | PEYST, Moon tol. poer every-

oor St o oa wndow | B35 My ! 8

B
823
3
3

1
doar, Grey, 7L, 35-Boggers, | g, new brakes, new
Cetman Fandho S, Sipeed. ol 16, s, JC1 062006 g

only $1.700.00 OBO. Cal Andy | Sulygom @yahoo.com g, Coniing % S50 $1500 080 cal 653.2077
8ad sgs: 645.3550/2000 | =YISMYTOO0n | engine, Conterine fms, £2500
(W) andyfcus @yahoo com Foster - 96 Honda Odyssey. | ShioseSi I Kadena - 1993 Toyola Windom

Foster - 1992 Nissan 180SX: | Player, sunroof, excellent cond:

siver, auomat cold AC. 5

emal oy | K2060a, 1955 Tovos oo
medeiros @kadenaal milfo pic- | 5006, GO piayer, - ockiord

JCI Apr 2006, SR20DET, TEIN | tion and very clean, JCl good |1 |Fosgate Amp & Submoers,

haust, Skyline 5-1ug / big bra

Bz
rods, mao

1994 Honda nspio, | $2700 0B0." Call
6

7 tims, 101 ox | s Sy G5 Aeking 83.00"cal | Kadona 1900 Toyota Pitp | N s Blakes & GV b
i Damney |00 | Diesei: sspeed, ifed 735" | Soprnant 3000w faciony
"Guseo ‘tonsion | Foster - 96 Nissan Laurel: Cold | Baggers/Rancho - sh Sibreo. Call 632.3577 ask. for

otaidteaicne p| AC, CD Flarer, Clan oo | 8014 85%9 558 06" sie

vu Inn. e mg OQU -6861- 5390 Ior p\c\uves Kadena - 1993 White Toyota
555 00 P2 "bes 8 | amai oo mocoros kadara: | Lo For Sals Ha s et o

422 Smail sheel, SR lowering springs

rakes, New fog 100, New | courngy - G2 Nissan Sigine
Muffer, New Now| GTS: EXGELLENT Zdoors. i
ming el Great Slorso Sy | S05 1500 utom

1om O apoIAWEW) alarm | DR, “whie 15" “Hrnaires | U8

sysem Remle auo look and | ietm wartany. inled
start, Air Cleaner, very smooth | dows, great body & interor. No.
ridol’ Engine very clean, Wll| mechanical problems (brakes.

el RV

Misawa - 1995 Nissan Serens,

Yokota - 1989 Toyota TownAce

;| Van $1.:500. Runs great, Auto-

matc, 4G, pover windous and
/CI g00d unil Jan 2006,
cau mn 2 2257075 of Alson

yokoia - 1992 Toyoa Town Ace

Van'* CB_playe,“now s,
pover \ocks‘ power s
ocls: much more. JG1
umﬂAmeﬂnﬁ 53,225.00 OBO.
Call 227-2

Osan - 1996 KIA Pregio 9-
Person Van. Automatic Trans-
mission. Diesel. Blue with Gray
Stripe, 170,000Km. Now ires n
Sep 201

Coprney. Okinaws - 1992 Toyo-
12 Lol Ciean car. vey rele-
ble. Power ey
oG it Rar

R ost ofor call s 5343

express bus lane. 9 @ 2
cdl Sove "o Dana at| Do 20030 YAHGO GOM
$SroetToss (Home) or DK | HERBMILLZ000@ YAHOO.COM

7045232 (Worl Fostor - 1989 Toyola Sur: 4
Osan, Korea - 1992 _Ranger | door, sunroof, 4 wheel dive, 4

pearl color, 5 cylinder. ds-8422 or = 'GP Sports exhaust and
:m mv:s m;’;(‘);- %"Dleg‘s“yf‘eﬂ" ii 1@hot “ Kadena - 1991 blue Chariot. gmsk <D cn er JC\ until
o o O B | Fotr - v o POS for loga | Hum Wl 5200 Cal | Ry 508 ke S et
R g i | T PR o | el :«;Se oo o 58
645-4978. A must see!! 5 for sale: 10 0est | adena - 1991 Toyota Surf 4Xs: Mal
= | s | ey 5 oSS et menosh @kadradl
— st rbo Dieset, Automate, M
P Yot e 2% | Gab o abar Ft‘one i | QU0 O, Aol o
Kooty pev gaﬁon o N& cashinhandtakes it | GoE OO e e powar cm mm ch unhl an zyo“m

osctor sz | Slorg, o Widovs,Foar
Mitabrand new paintiob-iorest | Window Wiper. Tinted Windows.

&
6455108 Ange?pokevmo-mau Pty “,D ,C‘ I Eemlons Mischnicl Cond | 586:1047 3885 of k6343106

Fostor - 193¢ Nissan Skyine: 4 | 200

S TR ks | o St P00 | e - 1050 v Acra

G George or Kumio or Ken at| Wagon. BlacBlue, Great

ellent con- | Contact Jackie-965 4618 _or 55 Shape. New brakes/CV Boots.

G S8R 2008, G AC: | Matto23 5221, s v v mossage | S2E05 | ol wC. Vol unil Juy 2005
olonate e vl ume‘u Sooamanson” Kadona, - 1951 Toyoa Hi Lux | S2750.00 Cal 633600

windows g Biue 4Xd. " IC1 9008 | cagon - v

negotate Call Mike cana, - 1989 Danarss Van | ot Ao 2006, power ey | Kadena - 1885 Opel At

45 , $500.00 JGI uni | dowsfocks, sunoot, air condi- | (o™ P0DS " 3y S

2225, Wesipac 5452A55 i
075672851 Dee.

5500, Sete 8 now CD | oy, A & et v | S¢S, A sower

Foster - 1904 Nesan Terano | 105177 ore Vit

player, fun fo dive, manual | Fog bts, EMAM stereo with | Beer't ) S/i0cer, G power
iransnision. Ploase cal Jackie | CO player. $3.500 oba Cal for e BB e e as

$5000 or best |~ | 030-1949-9356 dena - 19¢ Nissar

si Kadena - 1995 Red Nissan
offer. 22,600 kiometers. JCI | Kadena - 1989 Skyline GTST: | ———————"—————— | Sz door, great condition.
12/05._ Automatic Transmission. | Sspeed fis sty Sock neod o | Kadora - 1991 Toyota Sut | cold AC-CD layer, J01 s

00 obo,

e. Power steer | get g of T | S e windone St | E 3065 pf S5

Sepa
fooks 'good 110K Call227:28%8 | neels, tires, paint, oo, | power windows, locks, JCI dus | ing"and brakes. AMIFM Tadio | Sermrker pats 1o mach T | GD, PEyEr. . vy 6000 Eon e Just need a larger car, Would
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drve i e | 8T 2 | L Baynen 525 ahals 318, | 14 Groat shape. Purchased ths | black erme ond condiian 80, ghioub S Enai o pictres Termo. ol . tapecom:
CEme A% | Lester - Looking for a reliable | 455285 9870 & Car seat, $15; oxersaucer, S15; | summer. $20.00 ~each  Call smamwmaummn Srocal | o otmaiicom or | pariments, $60. Ok Design
Kadena - PCSing: 1992 Honda | cheap car. Here it is 1994 figh char, $10, ate, $6 each | 6355040 or omal sals?Goasi. £33-8133 e Entsdsinmant Caniar in Exca
Accord Wagon: Nust sell before | Honda Gic Haichback brand reciner seat, §6 -5, | mediattinet o fent Conditon, the TV_cor
Jan 4t A Thle over a year i | New JCI 10Disc CID Player wil i S s Kadena‘ x| S 8 Mt
AdoParls W0 | CEr 20— e oo - o | S Wt | e s e st
Droblons i i $1500 0BG | dont on- tho e Babys toys and | SALEN Pat o1 sts 12 O s ks - Dak vy | Whrioodin. Samnt iy 00 g s fon "
B3 elnte” Comadt | s o & RGNS | agena - Garmin para s g o s B Soon, st R et on m Focing Rcinerfor sals | much- Pioass. omai m ‘at | smiked-lass doo, $370. Ca
O Gmall| mednae o Ove me a cu | GES 75 S108 Cal Soo | paed T sek Cal Laona af 654268 on ot | At S158, cal 5501513 1| haiicholsnomahcom o | 567 6553 e 840 hous o1
ysongayanan som ey Szsre 55102 me &t grispan & kda attmine p | mered ol 633 g2z

o

Bo cwettz & Hotmai. com

2
Q
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Home Electronics 570

Sooulongean - Forsale Pana.
sonic 27 TV, DVD-Video, and
TR Sombmaton n ‘excelin

original box, excelent condition

Calf 263501 or
emai leonardo garamane

—
Jewelry 610

Coutney2 carat amond
cluster 1 jiow
o8, ms  Sost ot takes 1

Okinawa - Beautlul

e 5ok wadong oo
foundibagustie sides. Mint can-
dion pad over $1600, ask

0 Gpo, 6334124 o1 omai
Dastandbrit@yanoo.com ° lor
picturesiquestions.

Kadena, Okinawa -

P

Gorgeous

baguetes on” e (il de-
monds 1) Size 6.5,
ot O e o Zaoe o
00,00, Will sell for
§70000 080Gl sS8 277%

feyer
prove it all Asking $1.200 0BO
Call 6336122 or email for
litieones2504@yahoo com

- Boautful 14kt

andrea stanek@us.amy.mil o
call 1227618,

—
Musical Instruments 740

Courtney - Tempo Dium Set;
poice ingluding seat, Peari Ped-

Sls, and exira hoads & rings.
300 obo. call 6225319 & they

- Casio_key
’;ng gecione Kepboard
ucag ol see keys,

s o A adapior
sz fim alie-iise o omai
sioknawa

Jobs Offered 630

Are you mtele.stetl n .suppomn y
history not just |
ading about it?

Miscellaneous 1040

Foster, Oinawa, - Brand

STANDARD ISSUE
MEETS A NEW STANDARD
estripes.osd.mil

sfiokinawa @yahoo.com

Stars and: Stripes, a first amendment newspaper, is the
pinnacle of a military’s career. A tour with us can help you
move up in your military career and prepare you for your
career after the military. Contact your detailer for information
on how you can be a part of the military’s best news
provider or email Lt Col Todd at toddd@pstripes.osd.mil.
Stars and Stripes is a DOD field activity of the Office of
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs.

Openings include

Journalist:
SMC Tokyo  (Immediate Vacancy)
1 USMC Germany (Immediate Vacancy)
TUSN  Tokyo  (Immediate Vacancy]
TUSN  Tokyo  Photo Journalist [SEP 05)
1USAF  JP/GE  [Future billet available soon)
TUSA  JP/GE  (Future billet available soon)
Reservists:

All branches S&S bureaus (Immediate Vacancy)

Your Homefown Newspaper

STARSuSTRIPES,

www.stripes.com

Pets 820

Humphreys - Doberman Pinsch-
er Puppy bom Aug® 2003, al
groi"and dovormod Loeking
for & ‘good homo, Backiust
tonale and

Toys 945 _ | Sporting Goods 980
Couriey, Okinav - Soid

F
fire engine: perfect_condition. | 9%
Great Christmas _present _for
your toddler. Bought at Lake- | P
shorelearming com.” Wil sell for

T oresiod lesce | Siorosamingcom. Wil sl fo | P 80 e
Kadena, Okinawa - YANAGISA- Tﬂner g a1 010:3981-0083 | yrishai@oasis meciatinet | 1N, Big_ dry_ bag, reguiator
BT Sghong 65 ca o0 mshat@oasis mediatinel | 5: €l meyersiaoasie me.
0903:755-4345 emall| Kaena, Okinawn — Rescved | Foster, Otnewa - GREAT . | datlnet o call 645 4277
Wecazman ahoimai Kitlos “syvesier” ook alke o | MAS GIFT Leap 109 Wit 8 | kagena, Ok, Crosel
——————  monihs oid & Male (neat ) black gggss‘ e Nbag‘ m'as‘;g ﬁur salf Comes with everyhing

. Approximate 1.5y ol | o work out with. 5225
Outdoor Living 775 St o wih sl cin | SC,E160.5098 o, e 850 il 633:6815

orogetner o separate 10 | Gom Kadena, Okinawa -
Fose, Ofinava - it gm,es G o ""L,, e 70 i T
ai howl Well cared | {1111eS 11 €38:5048 o1 7o nava . Lite Ties | baght o monins ago ol e
for fia il in *box ‘7@“55'“9““ net Cookig Soinds Goumot Kich: g great en, ybvand
5280 yours or Wil acoessories and some | new!  Askin

cal,
8466538 9500105 sads’ o

Tebekanmichasl77 @ hotmail.

o, Oknawa - 85100 feot

o i Tonce. i gate
potes, lop 1, a

condion, aready. pulled. you
pick_up. 00 Call Nicole

832.3107 Must Sl
Kadena, Oknawa - Aporex. 100

3 lois of
Eimessones. 3. poi, and sora

[y

y"ood: “excollent ‘condion
B ‘S70" naw, asks
Siooizz "

S5t o idna B 6355001 or
emal a jekad @ casis medal

Foster, Okinawa - Swan Lake | Kadena, Okinawa - Pro-form
model 485 barely

we one. His name is bagera | Barble Computer Game: Great
 wold ke to g0 1o a good | Xmas if deal In BX $18 yours | used. only one owner, bout
fome! Piease call 5542055, we | for only $10.0 very cute and | 1ot ago. Asking

456277 or oma

e n shiwa iing wrong wi oG
0081 RS 0’ 5™ 0% | Calbkes @oasis medat net for

Schwab - FTGH: 1 year od e

e Viesh Pembroke. Corg. | (or

gena, Okinawa - Snorkel gear
very cheap, Spit i, bootes, @

are current. Very playful "ﬂ Foster - X-MAS reindeer. 1

lovog, el rainee, Mt | moing 1 Siandng 540 in 8X | o Su fecemast win o
e el R R e
e Cay e S o | Y01 o 201 S box e T
S0 5iss ko | BESAIES bose” 5y s g coman i el

om T G R SRR P
Photography L . ot osgoon Gundeyahocom o "
Toys. Steg Super Tuggy | 833-052°.
Kinsr,

b Seivoe To: Brang row gp Okinaws
2 Wek'fun Pms Elecmc Yveaﬂ—

Okinawa - Olympus.

Inch, Asking $50 | % ood for rints. Imag jelcome Home Play house,
oGl oo | geo o B, I | 1002, e, iy | K
lena, Okinawa - Out door | charger. Over Megs in D‘-!!ﬂc Wﬂgnn‘ 10; Children's mcnm: : (,X Exns\
Gliding Bench. Good Condmen ant Media cavds Excellent | kitcher gac il —Mass gm all 637- 1355
just never use, $15.00 Call | cameral Email meyers@oasis. 531‘5‘3"'”5'55'50 090 220t or
633-1078 Bill or Krista. ediatti.net or call 645-4277 Kadena, Okinawa - Seling yenn yat nnmm

Kadena,
plastic
Salo. Can be used alone a
outdoor benches or_combined
2 8 pri ale, They wero 70

ach “0B0. Call 6331913 1
inlresioa.

Okinaya - Set of white
es. for

182 1L pmmssmuy bu\h plwa-
force-

Trampolne-1¢ vagotos s
oty netting $250 (227-9275)

Pets 820

Foster - 3-year old male Chihua-
nua K regstered. Al shots
Up o Gate, Mierochipped. Ready
10 breed! $200.00 64b-5488

‘SeoulYongsan - For sale Bow
Flex Motialor with 210 pounds

Toys 945

il srsssancs A1 or e U | o Pover o essnds
Bt 000 shapo. Wil sen | waining mangal al n excelnt
Courtney. Okinaw - P STr 15 Eal Vichole | ondn S550 Pease cai Gion
g0 N GEERE ey 0| ok @02749
e S Gapa e sholie) Yomn ~ U o o
and reve lew _wiring Zuma‘ n - Pink Leapfr ons -y " o
hzmsss e ENT GHAST. | Cotp pie T SeRng | Made TP Tour goll clbs. 3
MAS *GIFTL 317500, Re. Lsamw ik baipaci & 1ols f | TONPW. Oy used two times
Shargeate, Gl 62e 405 Yarey “isao. excalent | Dynamic Gold * 900 ' sicel
090-6864-4¢ mnﬂmo 0 call Missie @ 5”3“50 \nc\u‘ae Mizuno ~ golf
X bag. Originally priced at c'ver
Courtney, Okinawa - 632:3577. $1,000...great deal at $399.

Rockn
i Ot | e— 10 o ol 01126554505,

Sporting Goods 360
Sporting Goods 980 o

Foster, Okinawa - $60.00 Tr
poine, it st on metal bt 1
otk coniten vou packl;.km
pekup” an yours. Mike

horse bought at the M

Miscellaneous

Foster, Oknavia - 1 1 fungle

gym for sale: Donit need any.

Bere 1 4o ol Gvare

Sin Taded but n sals condiion.
7

Foster, Okinawa - _Electronic
dartboard wilh darts excalient
condition $20 646-4158 or emall

Foster, Okinawa - Vital Solu-
tions, /24 r._timed_ roleased
dietary supplements. Made with
vitamins, minerals and_ erbal

racts. 2 boties run for $70
wilsell boih for $50. Cal

6-4374 o-mail
umpherys - New Refrigerator
Double: door wih Ice Maker-$
0000, New Gas Stove:
$250.00. Large Korean

flems. Make a deal on most

tems. Call Daryl or June at

Home; *031-667-2686, _Cell
s

el

016447-555 o

031-753.8785

Kadena - 100 Amp_wire feed

welder. ms Call ~ Scot
fena, _ Okinawa.

NEW Fours Toifron Ereck
800K WALLET: $100 21 card
sois & mary pockets. Snaps
Shut. About &

mail me
gnizpan@kda.atmilnejp

Kadona, Okinawa - CHRIST-
MAS lléms: Gused tree-$30, 3
bores of new lear claselc s
§7 each, 3 boxesof muicolorod
not lghts

Sswedl bery Cnisimas 110
§12._Call 6331831, leave &
messag

Kadena, Okinawa - Looking for
a White Chiistmas DVD for the
holidays. Call 633-1592 if you
have one t sel please.

Kadena, Okinawa - Louis Vuit-
ton Purse: New sil

a1ing 10 100 big for me. $300
obo Please call Desies a
6334269 or_emall me. gnia-

pan@ida.atimitnejp
Kadena, Okinawa - Personal
Home Sauna: Portable seats 1
person wil dever and seUup
$350'call 0303795~ 4444 or
o HBouzman noimai b

Kadena, Okinawa - Telescop:
G Toch Like New! $12500
633.0323

Yokota, Japan - G-slory_oak
dolhouee wih - accossories.
iy scono, e ks
miany oy Sz
AL o g
ter, phones, DVDs. CDs,
and much more. Call 2273839,
~ Cordless dril,
:zs 5 ees e o, gass o,
ViEcH 24 GiZ cord
s prones, &
272485

okota, Japan - Dining table,
glass iop wilh d-chalrs, $100;
Yamahareceiver, $110; Bose

5. Call 2274
- Hutty basketoall

Seone. ot etk HE
1 952C color inkjet pr

o laB o Ca-T08 S

o Spegkers and more, Call

Yokota, - Wireless Ps2
Sl oo, 580 50,0V0 and
Media, $25; mputer.
S350, 653 Wiz mmpmen S22

ViAo

laplop.
35
$100. G

Zama - DVD set: Lord of the
Rings, complet_sel. of three
movies (Fellowship, 2. tower

o e King) and

scraen edifons

e 38 B0 Call 2638541 or
e-mail leonardo,garramone @us.
army.mil

Fl

Zama, Japan - Lord of the Rings
Complet DVD Set, all three

tion'_Asking $38.00 OBO. Call
26 or_omail
‘Garmamone@us.army.mil

Learn how to manage it better.

Get stock listings, exchange rates, flﬂﬂﬂc\ﬂl
fips and ess information ever

STARSUST RIPES.

Vaure Hometo

Buy Stripes this Sunday
and every Sunday to get your scene!

STARSH4STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper

S0 Plosse Ll st67s
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Friday
(dl‘d’)“‘sw"s' 2 a.m.-NBA: Denver at Seattle
AFN-Atlantic, 9 a.m.-College basketball:

Richmond atFtsburah,

0 am-NBA: Minnesota at

San Antooto.”

AFN-Atlantic, 11 a.m.College basketball:
menence Ty

N-Sports, 12:30 p.m.-NBA: Miami at Sac-

NBA; Inside the NBA.
Shorts, & College ootbal: Fort
Worth ow\ “Cindinnati vs. Marshal at For
Worth, Texds (d
ports, &30 pm. College footbal: Las

’BAKN -Spe n
AKN W

cas Bow
Vedas, New taldh.”

Saturday

AEN-Sports, 4:30 a.m..NFL: FOX NFL Friday.
AFN-Sports, 5 a.m.-NFL: Green Bay at Min”

esota.
AFN-Atlantic, College football: Ha-
Wl B A B rheharm ot B

I Times Japan and Korea Standard Time;
aidndicates Gelayed broadcast Al

are subject to change. Visit www.m,
for more information.

Pro football

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
L T Pt PF PA
{ep England 1220 87
10 40 714 297 X
Buffalu 6 0 571330248
110 214242 317
South
y-Indianapolis 113 0 786 474 287
Jacksonville 6§ 0 571248 253
8 0 429 274 317
Tennessee 10 0 286 304
North
gPitsburgh 1310 929323220
al § 0 &2t 2
Cincinnati 8 0
Cleveland SR ]
West
y-San Diego 113 0 786 391 262
enver § 0 571311274
Kansas City 8 0 420 435 381
Oakland 9 0 357 284 398
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
LT Pt PF
Yz Pmlzde\vma 1310 929369 202
Dalas 9 0 357 25 367
9 0 357 253 300
Wessington 90 357200 234
South
-Atlanta, 130 788 301 28
arolina 80 300 2
New Orleans 80 53300 374
Tampa Bay Moy 8 0 357 214255
o
x-Green Bay 6 0 571359 335
Minnesota 6 0 571 356 340
icago 9 0 357 204 281
Detroit 9 0 357258 313
West
attle 77 0 500319 326
St Louis 6 8 0 429 267 356
vizo 59 0 357251 201
212 0 143 225 390

san
X . inabed playoft spot

-clinched gwlysmn i
¥-Slinched conference
iday's game

Green Bay at Minnesot
turday's games
Oakland at Kansas City’
Denver at Tennessee
Sunday's games
hicago at Detroit

iami
nday's game
Philadelphia at St. Louis

NFL injury report
— The National Football
League injury reDnn for Friday's game, as
provided by the league:

Frida
GREEN BAY PACKERS () AT MINNESOTA

VIKINGS (8-6) — Packers: OUT: WR Robert
Fergquson (head/necky: -QUESTIONABLE: T
Kevin ‘gary (quadricep)t 0T James Lee
Gneey B Diggs (back/kid-

AGlE: 1B N
DE K heer Gh zm
Grady Jackson (kn

(back). Vikings: OUT4 CB Ral |Fh Brown ( yey,
PROBABLE: C Mat( Birk (abdomen); T Bryant
:\IICI‘((\IV\I;IG (back); CB Antoine Winfield

College football

Bowl glance

Tuesday, Dec. 14
New Orleans Bow!

 Payout:
‘Southern Mississippi 31, North Texas 10
Tuesday, Dec. 21
chamgs ports Bowl
At Orlando, Fla.
Georgia Tech 51, Syracuse 14,
Wednesday, Dec. 22
IAC
Mobile, Ala.
Payout: $750,000
Memphis (8-3) vs. Bowling Green (8-3)

Thursday
Fort Worth Y rac) Bowt
ayout
Cincinnati (6-5) vs. Marshall (6-5)
Las Vegas Bowl

Paye
Wyoming (6:5) vs ucu (g-s)

Fresno State (8-3) vs, Virginia (-3)
Motor City Bowl

yout. 75000
Toledo (9-3) \‘s “Connecticut (7-4)
Indenendyence Bowt

lion
lowa State (s-§> VS Hiam: (omio) (54)
Insight Bowl
At Phoenix

Payout: $750,000
Oregon State (6-5) vs. Notre Dame (6-5)
Wednesday, Dec. 29
Houston uawl
Payout: SL.1 million
Texas-ElPaso (83) V<. Colorado @-5)

Ohio State (7T g) Ve oklahoma State )
sowl

goston College’ (-
©5)

Emerald Bowl
AtSan Francisco
Payout: $750,000
New Mexico (70 v, Navy (6:2)
ollday Bowl

uts 52 m
California (m 1) e T ot (-4
n Valley Classic

t: $750,
Troy (7-4) vs. Normcm mmo.s (®3)
iy Gowl

Al Nash Tenn.
t: 740,000

Alabama (6-% 5) vs anesota (6-5)

At El Paso, Texas

Payout: $1.5 million
Purdue (7-4) vs. Arizona State (8-3)

uben Be
A sp is, Tetlrl.
2 million

Boise Statc (\l 0) Vs, LoulsVIHC (10-1)
Peach

523 miion
Miami 698 Pl 0 )

College basketbal

Tuesday’s men’s scores

EAST
Buffalo 72, Penn St. 70

Providence 104 Maine 74
Soton Hall 8, Drexel 54
SmDpEHshurg 70, East Stroudsburg 45
t. Rose 106, Assumption
uMEC s Loyola, bid, 53
! Lock Haven
West ihoma s,  New Hampshire 48

Alabama st. 61, Troy
Chattanaoga 102, Virginia-Wis;
ChaStopha Newbort 11, uhienberg 66
ETSU 102, Union, Ky.
forida Sf 101 acksonyile 57
n 1o Newberry 58

ig
MSSSaippi 95 Jenn Nagtin 64
jorehead St. 73, Taylor 58
icholls St. 83, Texas Southern 74
orth Carolina 93, Vermont
henandoah 68, Bridgewater, Va. 67
he Citadel 65, . Carolina 60
ransylvania 79, Maryville, Tenn. 77
e 73,N. Cam\lrm g

eloit 79, §
s 315 North Central 72
owling Green 86, Ind.Pur-Ft. Wayne 70
radley 75, Samford s

ornerston 7|ndmnams\eyan77
Tiinors 65, W linols &

rand Valley St. 71, Qui

St ingfield 6. St-Handio, . 55

TANK MCNAMARA

Indiana-Southeast 7, purcueN. Central 69

owa 86, Wagner
Nebraska Wesley yan 7 Migland Lutheran 67
. lllinois 67, Saint Loui

avi ehig! )
Youngstown SE. 76, Loyola of Chicago 68

Ark.-Monticello 78, Auburn-Montgomery 59
Houston 81, LSU 72

Oklahoma $t. 92, NW Oklahoma 35
Qregon st 67 Prlrc view 63

hore 53
U Gcciden

Arizona 105, Manhattan 75
Boise St. 83, Elon

€8 Northidge 75, Sagantist &0
Colorado 79, UMKC

Colorado St. £, Texas st. 65
Gonzaga 83, E, Washington 70
Montana St 12 San loze St 59

Bacfc 86, Fresno St

Poland st 5y Warnet paciic &0
San Diego St. 63, Cal St.-Fullerton 60
UC Irvine 75, New Mexi

UNLV 80, Garcer-iebb 66 -

NAMI
il Minardl Clyesic

First Round
pustin peay oL, New Orleans 73

Louisville 80, ind pur.indols 60
s Club Holiday ghsslc

Second Roun
Ferris St. 110‘ Indianapolis 104, OT
. Indania 12 Wayne, Mo

Muskin aliaay ‘Tournament

Maloge 9. Hou
rﬂmls Rainbow Classic

First Round
Southern Cal 6. Indiana St 64
UAB 78, Clemson 66

S nluanrasnnmut
Auburn 79, Middle Tennessee 74
Toledo 81, elaware 58

das D3 Desert Shootout

First
Simpson, lowa &2, MUt st Mary, N.Y. 61
EXHIBITION

Florida Gulf Coast 85, Puerto Rico-Rio Pie-
dras 68

Tuesday's women’s scores

EAST
Auburn 73, Monmouth, N.J. 4
Galiornja,Pa. 11, Riansfield 46
farion 56, Millersville 53
Bebaul g St Pelers 61
ington 65 N. State 56
S o

ai
Oo Valiey 68,3t

Shi ﬁpcnsburg 7, Eas( Stroudsbwg 50
mple 6. Vilan

Wesk Chester 75, Lock Haven 62
William Paterson 66, Wilkes

Alabama 71, Alabama AZM 62
K 66, Rad
Knnmc&%\/ i, Nichoi
ennes:
Tulane 68, Portlant

Valdosta $t. 69, Georgian Court 31
Vi sa, st Franciz P, 50

oStV Rta fo-Eaer Carohna 54
Winthrop s, Ternessee S

Bradley 86, Saint Lou

B L3 et Pur i ayne 60
Gincinnati 55 Loyola Marymount 45
Gormerstone 7, Marygro

Creighton 68, Kans:

Evansuille 67, Tennessee Tech 54
Geneva 61, Walsh 53

Grand Vally St 77,5 boseplvs nd. 59

. 48
Sa valey St 93 Rochester, Mich. 47
${éhing 76, Siena Helahts 72

Taylor 84, Urbana 65

Webster 84, Bogégictine .78

Angelo st 72, Incamate Wora 56
Arkansas 65, Oreg

Texas 69, fexas, Ar\mgt 2
Texas Tech 75, penn St 65

Aizona st 1, Comnecticut 0

Hilton Woodland Hils Beach classic

Chamy
Vanderbilt 78, Peﬁperdmedé

‘Wright St. 64, BYU 56
San Juan shootout

Ghariotte 72, Neriomensam 64
Florida t. 67, Towson 5
. lowa 86, Perto Rico-Mayaguez 55
Toledo 53, Fordham
Sunda) Challengercllsslc

amy
Shaw 64, Glenvilg o

ird Place
N. Kentucky 67, Fort Valey St. 61

nterservice

Basketball

2004 Osan Pacificwide Open
Jcliday Basketball Tournament
ind Sports Cent

% hur nasle,

uth Korea
Men's double-climination playofts

orce Base, Guam,
P m.okmawa
Game mphr
91, Yongsan Gamsom out
0 Arase,
suwon Air Ease Sout
Rderson'sh, Ovan A Base, South

oy, South Korea,
South Korea, 81,

Koreass.
Game S-Kunian 77, Camp Humphreys 73
Wednesday's game
Game 6-Suwon 85, Yongsan T3 Yongsan
eliminated
Game T-spotiight 2 Camp Humphreys, for-
felt Camp Humhreys liminated

eame §Rndersen . Kun
Same 10-0%ar 88, Spotioht 1 spotiight

eliminate
Thursday's games
Game 11-Kunsan vs. Osan
Game 12-Andersen us, Kunsan or Osan
Andersen vs, Kunsan or Osan, if
AnGersen oses Came 3
Wednesday's summaries

Leading scorers Suvon Buincy Randolph

33, Josh smith 25 (five mrcn Dom( goals),

Robert Phipos 15 (five thre: joals):
o Hopaid Bartiey 3 frol

e Sor
ToutTe. Trey Stepens 17 Cory Jenkins 10.
Osan 74, Suwon

HalftimeOsan 3, siwon 33 Leading seor:
21 (19 with three
mrcc -polnt ol n Second haif 1 yrone Bul-
locks Besselieu won,
Sty Randop n 24 Lo st half, Gaston
s 12. Notewort!

3833 rm o puuem away down
Stretch.
n 72, Kuns:
Halftime-Anderocn i, Knean o3 Leading

scorers:Andersen Marvin Harrls 20 13 sec-

n 18 (15 first half),
first-half

Michael ’ Walters ;s d(fwe
o

asmuchas 14ina amefea

Halftime-Osan 41, Spothgm 25, Leadn
Osan, Ramon Moss 14, Tyrone
w.mams 14 sootignt, pe peter

ward_Re wor-
B Soouiont Toae. thice players. To foul
outs and finishes with just three on floor; D

s
Umohieys. 3 Soutn Korea,
55, Buwor) A Base, South Horea,
Game 2 Osan Al Bace, Soutf forea, &,
vongsan Garrison, South Kor
Game 3 Kunsan AirBase, Solith Korea, 5,
Camp Humplieys
sday's gam

e 4:suwon 2, Yongsan 0. forfeit; Yong
samamnatg

THE PLAYERS' UNION POSITION 16 THAT
STEROIDS ARE A PRIVACY 1S6UE. AND A 6UY'S:
R T 'S THE OWAERS'

IVACY TRUMP:

AYPOCRITICAL *INTEGR! TY oF Tw GAME" |SSUE.
THE BALLPLAYER'S BURKA KEEPS YOUR PRIVACY.
= e

YEAH, BUT IN A TV CLOSE-UP.
PEOPLE COULD S8 THE LITTLE
LANETS Af 4

ROUN

Game 5-Kunsan 49, Osan 35
Humphreys 59, Suwon 50;

Suwon eliminated
games
Bimphreys
isan vs. Osan or Camp Hum-
Kunsan vs, Osan or Camp Hum-
Dhreys‘ i loses Gam
Wednesday s Summaries

Game 7.0san vs. 2
gam

Halftime- Us;mzl Kur\san 18, Leading scor-
greKuns o
L

u\’ . Note
scored Defenders 1
3ndl Hil's layup i
the lead for good, 3

75 59, Suwo
o 38 Sunon 2
mDhreys Sackson

p
Leadmg scorers P A
Hernandez 10;

15, Sanna Lopez 12 San
Suiw )(nn 53, Senaeiia Phipp 1o, ot
“Noghy-au Idogs used 8-0 run to take a 16-9
lead.

Tuesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League
d to offer a

contracts to LHP Lenny DiNardo, C Sandy
Martinez and LHP Billy Traber.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX—Agreed
it €8en pavs on & one-year contr
LHP Kyan Veaw 0o Viliada
S miol lcagué cantracts, Bechned to oifer

25008 Conteact to LHP Scait Schoenewes.
IDIANS —Declined

to terms

ERS—Declined to offer a 2005

contract to INF Eric Munso
ALS— | Declmed tooffera

20 contractto RHE Miguel &
ced 0. terms

with 78 Yo Womack. o-year con-
tract and RHP Tanyon Sturtze on a one-year
coptract

si MARINERS—Declined to_offer
2005 Contracts o REP Rev Jonnon and INF
Luis Ugueto.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS—Declined to offer a
2005 contract to RHP Kevin Frederick.

ational League
ARIZONA DI eclined

of W
organizational pitching 'cot
Rick Schu organizational hitting coordina-

LANTA BRAVES—Declined to offer 2005
GoNIFacts o INF Mark De Rosa and INF Mike

“GiNciNtaTI REDS—Declined to offer 2008
contracts to D, Mattox, LHP el

on Snd RHP. Jeding. AQreed 1o
ferms with 38 Joe v o e dore

d Greene an

r 2005
P Fri R Sracea ang

HOUSTON —Declined to offer a
2098 SonAct 1o A Wade Hiler
S ANGELES DODGERS—Declined to offer
2005 contracts to INF Alex Cora, LHP Scott
m Wison,
BREWERSAgreed to terms
Wi PR RN o a1 af Tor
fractand RHP Chris saenz and RHP JufoSan,
a I ntracts. Nam
frank Kremblas manag il o
the PCL, Don Money m:
ST Southerm &0t Joh Tamargo pyan:
ager for Brevard County of the Florida state
League a.} J\{am r for West
o

er for Brookiyn of the New York-penn
Sague.
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Agreed to terms
cof

58

with RHP nd RHP Am:
Yelemaco on ‘one-year contracts and ¢
Jorge Padilla on'a minor league contract, De-
clined to offer 2005 contracts to INF Lou Colli-
er and C Michel Hernandez.
DINALS-—Declined to offer a

ff Geary a

2005 contracts to LHP Wayne
Dustan Mofr and INF Cody Ransom. Agreed
o terms it -

National nsmnll A!‘wclgtlr.m

L0S ANGELES CLI G Kerry
Kittles on the injurec
'NEW ORLEANS HORNETS —Placed G Alex

Garcia on the injured list. Activated G Baron
Davis from the injured i

BALL
nal Football Le:

ert Fer-
‘guson across the neck in a Dec. 19 game,
HICAGO BEARS—Placed S Cameron Wor-

ron Wor-
rell on njured reserve. Claimed s JerrllPip-
pens off alvre fom san Diego.
DENVER BRONCOS Slgned ‘Tyson Clabo.
ned DT DJ. Renteria to the practice
Darius Holland,
\CKERS—Signed TE Sean
Mctugh from the practice squad. Waived 15
ick Roger:
JACKSONVILLE _ JAGUARS—Placed e
orge Wrighster on injured reserve. S
G Derrick Fletcher fom the practice Saumd.
; Released  Sieve

ey ihed CB Rushen

Released CB Derek Ross. Signed WR

Lane banielsen to the practice squad.
KLAND RAIDERS —Signed CB Brock Will-
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Darius will likely appeal fine,
but wants focus on Ferguson

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Jack-
sonville safety Donovin Darius
probably will appeal the league’s
$75,000 fine for his clothesline hit

Sunday  that
temporarily par-
alyzed Green
Bay  receiver
Robert Fergu-

son.

Darius hinted Wednesday that
he would appeal, but declined to
say for certain, wanting the focus
to remain on Ferguson’s recovery

from the vicious shot that put the
wideout in the hospital for two
days.

“The money is no issue from a
standpoint that a person’s safety
is the most important thing,” Dari-
us said. “I'm glad he’s doing well.”

Darius said he talked to Fergu-
son on Monday and apologized
for the hit, which came during the
fourth quarter of Jacksonville’s
28-25 victory.

“He said, ‘T have the most re-
spect for you and I know it wasn’t
adirty shot or anything,” ” Darius
said. “For me, that was the peace
1 needed — to know that the gen-
tleman that was hurt, even within
this violent sport, was OK and un-
derstood the intentions of it all.
He had no hard feelings.”

Darius, who was ejected from
the game, wasn’t suspended be-
cause league disciplinarian Gene
Washington noted this was the
first time he had been fined for a
violation.

Ferguson caught a pass over
the middle, and Darius hit him
across the helmet and neck with a
forearm.

Ferguson, who was was re-
leased from the hospital Tuesday,
said he didn’t think Darius meant
to hurt him and thought the league
took the appropriate action.

Darius said any possible appeal
“will take care of itself down the

e

“There’s a time to focus on that,
and right now is definitely not the
time,” he said.

Jets Pro Bowl DE Abraham

hopeful to return in playoffs

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. Jets
Pro Bowl defensive end John
Abraham jogged Wednesday for
the first time since spraining his
right knee earlier this month, but
probably won't play in the final
two regular-season games.

Abraham hurt his lateral collat-
eral ligament against Houston on
Dec. 5 and will miss his third
straight game Sunday against the
New England Patriots. There is a
chance he can play against St.
Louis next week, but the most re-
alistic timetable is in the first
round of the playoffs.

The Jets need to win one of
their final two games to make the
playoffs.

“I'm pointing more toward the
playoffs, but the Rams game
would be nice,” Abraham said. “I
have to see how I feel after this
week.”

‘Abraham has 972 sacks this sea-
son and was voted to the Pro
Bowl despite playing in 12 games.
Even when he does return, Abra-
ham will be limited.

“I'm sure when I come back
T'm not going to be able to play as
many plays as I played because
T've been out for over a month,”
Abraham said. “I'm just trying to
come back and do a little bit at
first and hopefully we can slide in
the playoffs and not worry about
rushmg into anything.”

s want to talk
vn!h LSU’s Saban again

DAVIE, Fla. — Miami Dol-
phins owner Wayne Huizenga
wants to talk with LSU coach
Nick Saban again before offering
anyone the team’s coaching job.

Saban interviewed with Huizen-
ga last week and is the front-run-
ner to become the sixth coach in
Dolphins history. Former Oak-
land Raiders coach Art Shell in-
terviewed Monday, and Dolphins
interim coach Jim Bates inter-
viewed Tuesday.

Emerging from his meeting
with Bates, Huizenga declined to
say whether there are other candi-
dates. But he said the Dolphins
weren't ready to make an offer.

“We still have a lot of work to
do,” Huizenga said. “We just have
to figure out how soon we can get
it done. Hopefully it won’t be too
‘much longer.”

Bears put Urlacher on IR

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — Brian
Urlacher was placed on injured
reserve by the Chicago Bears on
Wednesday, officially ending an
injury-plagued season for the star
linebacker.

Urlacher pulled his left ham-
string Dec. 12 against the Jack-
sonville Jaguars, forcing him to

leave the game early and miss
Sunday’s 24-5 loss to the Texans.

Urlacher, who failed to make
the Pro Bowl for the first time in
five seasons, missed two games
following surgery to relieve inter-
nal bleeding in his left calf and
missed the third and fourth
games of the season with a pulled
right hamstring.

Cowhoys sticking with
Testaverde as starting QB

IRVING, Texas — Bill Parcells
thinks Vinny Testaverde gives
the Dallas Cowboys the best
chance to win, so he’s keeping the
41-year-old as his starting quar-
terback.

There was speculation Parcells
was going to turn to one of his
youngsters, either highly touted
rookie Drew Henson or Tony
Romo, who was promoted to sec-
ond string last week.

But with Dallas (5-9) still hav-
ing a slim chance of making the
playoffs, Parcells is sticking with
Testaverde for Sunday’s game
against the Washington Redskins.
While Testaverde will start, Par-
cells said Romo will get extra
work in practice and may see
some playing ti

“I'm of the mmd set that T
might use Romo,” Parcells said.

The Cowboys have been under
.500 since the fifth game and
every week Parcells has been
asked why isn’t he doesn’t use
Henson or Romo. He repeatedly
said Testaverde was the better op-
tion for the upcoming game, add-
ing that going with youth would
be an indication to the rest of the
team he was giving up on this sea-
son.

Vinny Testaverde, the Cowboys’

41-year-old QB, will start
15th game of the year on Sunday.

NFL Playoff Scenarios
FORWEEK 16

New England has clinched division title.

New England can clinch first-round bye
with: 1) A win OR 2) A tie and San Diego-In-
dianapolis tie.

New York Jets can clinch playoff berth
with: 1) A win or tie, OR 2) Buffalo and Balti-
more lose o tie, OR 3) Buffalo and Jackson-
ville lose or tie, OR 4) Baltimor

and Jacksonville lose or tie, OR 5) Buffalo
and Denver lose or tie, lus Baitimore

clinches strength of victory over Jackson-
Vil s e reakersce nario.

Pittsburgh has :Imched division title.

Pitsburgh can clinch first.round bye
with: 1) A win or tie, OR 2) Indianapt
. OR'3 New England and In

i

U
Indianapolis has clinched diwsmn me.
Jacksonville nch bert

with 1)Jacksonwue i LB, B

r lose and Jacksonville clinct

Minnesota can clinch playoff berth with:
1) A tie, OR 2) Either St. Louis or Caroli
fose or fie.

NFC SOUTH
Atlanta has clinched division title and a
first-round bye.
Carolina can clinch playoff berth with: 1)
Awin + St. Lou w Orleans [oss o
tie Chicsgo \oss_ Ortie  seatiewi » Bal

< Sirengih of
{0, Baltimore and Denver.
AFCWI
San Diego has clrncheu dlv\s\cn title.
NFC EAST

Philadelphia has clinched division title
and homefield advantage throughout the
playoffs.

NFC NORTH

en Bay has clinched a

Gre playof berth
and can clinch the. ith a win.

n title with a

NFC WEST
Seatlecan linch dision i with: ) A
win and a St. L ) A ti
and a St. Louis lo: \

Seattle can c\mch playoff berth with: l) A
wm,GR 2) At \e lus Carolina and New
leans lose or tie:

Cincinnati, Cleveland, Miami, Oakland,
san Francisco and Tennessee have beer
eliminated from playoff contention.

By The Associated Press

[ NFL statistics

AFC
Individual leaders
leek
Quarterbacks
\tt Com Yds TD Int
Manning, Ind. 451 308 4168 47
Brees, .. 369 241 2869 24
Grea 5 304 3860 24 1
oett erger, Pit. 276 182 2400 15 1
Penn'\nqlon,NVJ 298 199 2240 14
Volek, Te 309 1 200 17
rady, E 412 245 3202 24 1.
Lcﬂwvch Jac. 399 246 2757 15
422 257 3286 14 1.
Plummer‘ Den. 2 3540 23 1
ushers
A Yds Avg LG T
Martin, NYJ 330 1511 46 25t 1:
Jamesv \nd 311 1464 47
illon, 302 1430 4.7 1L
Jehnson Cin. 314 1324 42
‘omlinson, 5., 318 1254 39 1
raylor, Jac. 260 1224 47
roughns, Den. 238 1073 45 51t
rown, Ten. 1067 49
\cGahee, Buf. 251 947 38
avis, Hol. 254 927 36 it 11
ivers
No Yds T
ason,1cn 88 1055 120 't
3t 1
1
t 1
t
i
G Ave
7 478
44,
4 43
pee
2
por
42.]
42
42
42
16
Northcutt, Cle. 368 119 44
Hall, K.C. 226 113 46
Welker, S.D.-Mia. 399 108 71
Sams, Bal 543 102 78t
Smith, Den. 212 101 3
Lewis, Jac. 21 99
Moses, Hou. 310 89 2
arker, S.D. 212 88 3
C\emen!s, Buf. 263 88 it
25 83 4
Kickoff Returner
o Yds Avg LG TI
McGee, Buf. 1199 266 104t
1458 256 't
527 25.1
:
t
Moses, Hou
Rhodes, Ind. 78
Scoring
Touchdowns
D Rush Rec Ret Pt:
Tomlinson, S.D. 6 16 0 9
es, K. 5 141 9
0 14
5 12 2
3 13 K
2 11 K
2 11 T
ates, [V 7
Wayne, Ind. 1 0 1L 6
Bennett, Ten. 0 0 1 6
Kicking
PAT Pts
Vinat N.E. 13-43 28- 127
Graham, Cin. -34 25-; 109
tover, Bal. 26 26~ 104
Vanderjagt, Ind. 56 16+ 103
Elam, Den. 35 22+ 101
Kaeding, S.D. -48 18- 101
Lindell, Buf. 37 21 100
Reed, Pit. 36 21-; 99
Tynes, K. 54 15 o7
Brien, NVJ 31 21 %
Team statistics
OFFENSE
Yards Rush Pas:
Kansas City 4156 1514 2642
d\anapchs 4151 1224 2926
3845 1378 267
esse: 3567 1226 236
lew England 3532 1319 221.
lew York Jets 3454 1544 190
Diego 3439 1396 204.
Jacksonville 3315 1187 212
incinnati 3285 1163 212.
lan 326. 74. 1]
Houston 3255 1001 2164
Pii!sburgh 3227 1517 1710
2845 1109 1736
C\eveland 2 984 1753
2711 1287 1424
M\aml 2699 80.4 1895
DEFENSE
) ards Rush
ittsburgh 2585 809 177.
uffalo 269.¢ .4
lew York Jets 2876 1004 187.
It 2896 100.1 189.
enver 2933 1014 191
liami 3055 140.7
lew England 312. .4
Diegc 318, .9
jacksonville 3229 1008 222
levelan: 3355 1473 188
incinnati 3355 1314 204,
ennessee 324 1158 226,
jouston 3549 1151 239
Indianapolis 3644 1236 240.
akland 3758 130.0 245!
Kansas City 3846 1142 270

NFC
Individual leaders

™ Int

466 383
29 203 2311 17 10
419 272 3289 17 12
488 307 3527 25 16
277 1747054 6 4
459 267 3365 23 15
447 258 3191 20 14
s, 494 283 3367 19 14
3 325 198 2169 10 10
Rushers
Att Yds Avg LG TD
Alexander, Sea. 3 162 4.8 12
Barber, NYG 276 1314 48 72t 11
Poms,Wa& 333 1283 39 64t 5
Green, 236 1086 45 0t &
48 74 4
42 8
76 3
43 78t 7
46 3
388 8
14
141
Yds
2807
4174
2096
3653
1733
4066
3047 X
2581 X
2854 42
Feagles, NYG 65 2699 41
Punt Returners
o Yds T
Drummond, Det. 4 316 13. it
Rossum, Atl. 34 447 13. t
305 12
84 10.:
17 99 ol
393 9. t
266 8. t
& s
24 84 2
Jones, NYG - 227 6. 2
Yds  Ave G T
Ponder, NYG 811 28 1t
Drummond‘ Det. 1092 264 ot
X T8, 75 )
Ferguson, G5, 1
Lee, Dal. 2
0
5
[
Lewis, NO. 5
Azumah, i 7
Ret Pt
Alexander, Sea.
ens, Phi.
Barber, NYG 0
luhammad, Car. 0
Moss, Min. 0
rn, N.O. 0
Pittman, 1.8 0
Walker, G.B. 0
Burleson, Min. 1
4
T 16 P
rs, P 40 26- 1
ongwell, G.B. -40 21-; 1
. Brown, -33 22-;
amey, N 32 21
\ndersen, Min. -40  16-:
on, Det. 26 18-
hristie, NYG 3-28  17-:
ly, Atl. 37 14-;
3 -25 18-
rsol -21 18-
27 16
Team statistics
OFFENSE
Yards Ru
linnesota 4002 1]
3936 1.
3658 1
3629 131
355.
325
3231 1
3191 1¢
318
312
297.2 1]
291.
na 2865 1
troit 2818 1
asmngton 2747 11
23!
DEFENSE
. Yards Rush Pas
Washington 2611 831 178
Tampa Bay 2844 1232 161
Philadelphia 3134 1104 203/
tlanta 3275 1027 224
lew York Giants. 327.6 139.1 188
a 3279 1334 194!
an Francisco 3311 1139 217.
rolina 3342 1210 213.
hicago 3349 1309 204.]
llas 3441 1130 231
etroit 3471 1191 2281
St Louis 381 1370 211
reen Bay 3485 1] 2316
ittle 3536 1 230
innesota 3660 1276 238
lew Orleans 3967 1510 245.7
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First keep the peace within yourself, then you can
also bring peace to others. — Thomas a Kempis

Happy holidays from
UMUC Asia.

For information on courses,

degrees and schedules, and
more, check the UMUC

Asia Web site at:

http://www.ad.umuc.edu

Term lll classes begin January 17.
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Dodgers back out of deal, angering Yanks

New York thought Johnson trade was final, pursued CF Beltran

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — By the time top
Yankees officials were done meet-
ing with Carlos Beltran, they
their trade to acquire
Randy Johnson had fallen
through.

The Los Angeles Dodgers re-
versed course Tuesday and with-
drew from the proposed
three-team, 10-player deal that
would have sent Johnson from
the Arizona Diamondbacks to the
Yankees.

“As we sit here right now, the
deal is no more,” Dodgers Gener-
al Manager Paul DePodesta said
during a conference call.

“P've been saying all along that
we weren't going to do the deal un-
less it made sense for this club in
2005, and that was not the case.”

Los Angeles would have re-

ceived right-hander Javier Vazqu-
ez from the Yankees along with
two top prospects, catcher Dioner
Navarro and third baseman Eric
Duncan. The Dodgers also would
have gotten pitcher Mike Koplo-
ve from Arizona.

Arizona would have obtained
outfielder Shawn Green and pitch-
ers Brad Penny, Yhency Bra-
zoban and Brandon Weeden from
the Dodgers.

Along with Johnson, the Yan-
kees would have gotten pitcher
Kaz Ishii from Los Angeles.

“The Dodgers reneged on the
deal that was agreed to last Fri-
day, unequivocally and with no
contingencies except for a win-
dow for contract extensions and
physicals,” Yankees President
Randy Levine said. “For some
reason, the Dodgers over the
weekend started to backpedal.

Why they would break their word
is only something they can an-
swer. It sure is disappointing, and
we'll have to think long and hard
before ever doing business with
the Dodgers again.”

Diamondbacks managing gen-
eral partner Ken Kendrick
wouldn’t comment on the Dodg-
ers’ decision. Johnson has asked
for a trade, and Kendrick intends
to resolve the Big Unit’s situation
by the end of the month.

“We don't think it's a healthy
thing for us or for him for the un-
certainty of his situation to contin-
ue into next year,” Kendrick said.

Levine and general manager
Brian Cashman went to Florida to
join owner George Steinbrenner
in the meeting with Beltran, like-
ly to get the largest contract
among  this offseason’s free

agents. The session at Legends
Fleld in Tampa, which also includ-

ed agent Scott Boras, lasted about
one hour and no offers were
made.

Beltran and Boras on Wednes-
day spoke with Houston Astros
ficials at the team’s spring train-
ing facility in Kissimmee, Fla.

“We feel we had a positive dis-
cussion today,” Astros owner
Drayton McLane said in a state-
ment. “We'll continue to have dia-
logue in the hopes of having Car-
los in an Astros uniform for many
years to come.”

Beltran batted 417 for the As-
tros in the NL championship se-
ries, with four home runs, five
RBIs and four steals after hitting
455 with four homers and nine
RBISs in the division series.

In free agent news, third base-
man Joe Randa agreed Tuesday
to a $2.15 million, one-year con-
tract with Cincinnati, and Colo-
rado agreed to one-year contracts

that kept catcher Todd Greene
(§750,000) and _right-hander
Jamey Wright ($550,000) with
the Rockies.

In addition, the Yankees final-
ized their $4 million, two-year
contract with second baseman
Tony_ Womack, a deal agreed to

News York also reached a pre-
liminary  agreement  with
right-hander Tanyon Sturtze on a
one-year deal worth about
$850,000 and on Wednesday final-
ized its $39.95 million, four-year
contract with right-hander Carl
Pavano.

Several of the 41 players cut
loose by their teams a day earlier
agreed Tuesday to re-sign, moves
that got around baseball’s maxi-
mum-cut rule. The group includ-
ed Chicago White Sox catcher
Ben Davis ($1 million) and Phila-
delphia reliever Amaury Telema-
co (8600,000).

Stoudamire has impressive return for No. 14 Arizona

The Associated Press

Salim Stoudamire was suspend-
ed for Arizona’s last game and
the Wildcats had their lowest
point total in 19 years.

The senior guard was back
Tuesday night, and No. 14 Arizo-
na responded with its high-
est-scoring game of the season, a
105-75 rout of Manhattan.

Stoudamire played 20 minutes
and had 23 points on 7-of-8 shoot-
ing from three-point range. He
made his first seven three-point
shots, then threw up an air ball in
an attempt to tie Jason Gardner’s
school record.

“He got hit on the elbow or that
one might have gone in, t00,” said
Arizona coach Lute Olson, who
suspended Stoudamire for last

weekend’s
48-43 victory
at Marquette
because the
guard pouted
in the previ-

College
basketball

roundup

ous game.

Olson told Stoudamire to be
h:mself and quit worrying so
mu

“I wanted to have fun regard-
less of if I played good or not,”
said Stoudamire, who had seven
threes for the fourth time in his
career. “I wanted to go out and
smile and have fun.”

Channing Frye added 18 points
and 11 rebounds for the Wildcats
(8-2), who won their fifth straight.

Freshman  CJ.  Anderson
scored 22 points on 7-for-9 shoot-
ing for Manhattan (4-3), which

committed 24 turnovers.
Men’s Top 25

No. 3 Oklahoma St. 92, NW
Oklahoma 35: At Stillwater,
OKla., John Lucas and Joey Gra-
ham each scored 21 points and
the Cowboys (9-0) set a school
record with 15 three-pointers.
JamesOn Curry had  eight
straight points in a 12-0 run that
put Oklahoma State ahead 87-27.

No. 4 North Carolina 93, Ver-
mont 65: At Chapel Hill, N.C,
Rashad McCants was held out of
the starting lineup because he
was late after getting stuck in traf-
fic, but he bounced back from the
brief benching to score 19 points
for the Tar Heels (9-1).

No. 13 Gonzaga 83, E. Wash-

ington 70: At Spokane, Wash.,
‘Adam Morrison scored 25 points
for the Bulldogs (9-1), who won
their sixth straight overall and
19th in a row over their in-state
rival.

No. 16 North Carolina St. 72,
BYU 61: At Provo, Utah, Julius
Hodge scored 22 points, includ-
ing four free throws over the final
two minutes, and the Wolfpack
(9-1) bounced back from Sun-
day’s 68-64 loss at No. 12 Wash-
ington.

No. 17 lowa 83, Texas Tech
53: At Chicago, Adam Haluska
matched his career-high with 21
points and the Hawkeyes (10-1)
had 10 blocked shots as Steve Al-
ford beat Bob Knight, his college
coach, for the first time in four

meetings.

No. 18 Louisville 80, IUPUI
60: At Louisville, Ky., freshman
Juan Palacios had 25 points and
10 rebounds to lead the Cardinals
(7-2), who won in the first round
of the Billy Minardi Classic de-
spite not having Ellis Myles and
Otis George, their two leading re-
bounders, because of injuries.

No. 23 Michigan St. 76, UCLA
64: At East Lansing, Mnch Paul
Davis scored 18 points and the
Spartans (7-2) won their fourth
straight game.

Service academies

Mount St. Mary's
81 Al Emmllsburg Md., Matt
Fannin scored a game-high 19
points and grabbed 10 rebounds
to lead Navy (4-6).

‘Determination, hard work’ paid off for Yongsan s Bartley

BY DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea
— All-Armed Forces point guard
Ronald Bartley says his success-
ful 2004 didn’t come without a lot
of resolve and without having to
prove himself on each step to the
pinnacle of U.S. military basket-
ball.

“To go from here to make
All-Army and then All-Armed

Play the

NFL.

Challenge

—
WIN CASH!

Mondays in Stars and Stripes
ind on Oconus.com

Forces, it was all

and hard work,” said Bartley, 28,
of Norfolk, Va., an Army special-
ist and a military policeman at
South Korea’s Yongsan Garrison.

That determination and hard
work led Bartley to a fulfilling
year:

B The 37-5 record Bartley and
the Yongsan Runnin’ Rebels com-
piled in the 2003-04 Korea Travel-
ing League season and the three
all-tournament and two MVP se-
lections Bartley picked up along
the way.

B Making the All-Army team
the first time he tried. Army won
the All-Armed Forces gold medal
in June at Charleston Air Force
Base, S.C.

W Selection to the All-Armed
Forces team. With Bartley run-
ning the point, Armed Forces
earned a bronze medal in the In-
ternational Military Sports Coun-
cil Games in July at Zagreb,
Croatia, then a gold medal in the

ten to spend a lot of time wearing
miform.

Supreme F Allied
Powers Europe earli-
er this month.

“It was one of the greatest expe-
riences of my entire life,” he said.

“You travel with guys who
you've never played with before
and you form a team, you become.
a family,” he said. “And you play
against teams from all around the
world, especially that game we
had with Lithuania” — a 94-87 vic-
tory in the SHAPE tournament.
“There’s nothing like it.”

It certainly was nothing like his
life just two years ago. He was
one semester away from getting
his degree; son Nehemiah had
just been born; Bartley needed
money. So the career Navy sail-
or’s son joined the Army.

And basketball became just a
part-time gig; his main job is
wearing an Army uniform. “Work
always comes first,” he said.

But because of that invitation to
the All-Army camp, he’s also got-

“As many as 200 guys apply
and they only invite 60; then you
have to make the camp,” Bartley
said. “You have to play the best of
the best. You have to prove your-
self all over again.”

His 8th Military Police Brigade
supported him strongly, he said.

“There was never a time when
they said no, even when I was
new. All they asked in return was
for me to work hard and be a good
soldier.”

Yongsan had a rough time dur-
ing this week’s Osan Pacificwide
Open Holiday Basketball Tourna-
ment, eliminated in two playoff
games.

It just shows, he contends, that
he’s reached the top; he knows
he’s a marked man and the Run-
nin’ Rebels are a marked team.

“It gets harder now,” he said.
“People point to me and say, ‘Oh,
that's the All-Armed Forces guy.’
Somebody is always going to be

DAVE ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Ronald Bartley, right, of Korea's
Yongsan Runnin’ Rebels was
chosen for the All-Army and
All-Armed Forces basketball
teams this year.

watching me, thinking they can
do better and try to knock me off.
You have to maintain your game
and stature. Every time, it’s a new
steppingstone.”

Bartley said he plans to refurn
to All-Army camp to “prove my-
self all over again.”

“P'll keep doing it until my legs
fall off,” he said.



PAGE 30 ] L]

* STARS AND STRIPES -

Friday, December 24, 2004
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Bowl a ball for Georgia Tech, QB

The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Reggie Ball walked off
the field after the Champs Sports Bowl with
the most valuable player trophy under his left

arm.

He might want to bring it with him to spring
practice.

Georgia Tech coach Chan Gailey, who has
been critical of his sophomore quarterback all
season, reiterated this week that Ball will
have to win back the starting job next year.

Ball certainly stated his case Tuesday night.
He threw two touchdown passes, ran for a
score and led the Yellow Jackets to a 51-14 vic-
tory over Syracuse.

“I just let loose,” Ball said. “I wasn’t wor-
ried about proving an: know what I
can do. I know what kind of leader I am.”

Ball finished 12-for-19 for 207 yards with an
interception, had 38 yards rushing and was
named the game’s MVP.

“He went out and performed extremely
well, especially early in the game,” Gailey
said. “He’s had a lot of criticism this year and
suffered through a lot of adversity. I'm happy
for him.”

Much of the criticism came from Gailey,
who expected more from

Ball opened the season with two strong
games, then threw twice as many intercep-
tions (16) as touchdowns in the final nine
games.

Gailey even said Ball would have to earn
back the starting job during spring practice.
But Ball may have done that against the Or-

ange.

He got plenty of help, though.

J. Daniels ran 17 times for 119 yards and
two scores, Calvin Johnson set a school record
for touchdowns by a freshman with his sev-
enth, and the defense set the tone by return-
ing an interception for a touchdown on the sec-
ond play of the game. The unit added a safety
with 1:42 to play.

Even special teams played a role, blocking
apunt in the first quarter that the Yellow Jack-
ets (7-5) converted into a touchdown.

e loss was the worst in a bowl game for
Syracuse (6-6) since the 1953 Orange Bowl, a
61-6 drubbing by Alabama. It also means
‘more questions about the future of embattled
coach Paul Pasqualoni.

Syracuse chancellor Nancy Cantor gave
Pasqualoni a vote of confidence earlier this
month, saying he would be retained for a 15th
season. But the school also named longtime
Southern California administrator Daryl
Gross the new athletic director last week.

ross replaces Jake Crouthamel, one of Pas-
qualoni’s biggest supporters.

Gross dispelled rumors that he was already

about a replacement. However, he
also said he would evaluate the athletic depan-
ment after he completes his move in late Janu-

Georgia Tech’s dominance Tuesday certain-
ly won’t help Pasqualoni.

Chris Reis intercepted Perry Patterson’s
first pass and returned it 20 yards for a touch-
down.

Georgia Tech’s Calvin Johnson makes a diving catch for a touchdown in front of Syracuse’s
0'Neil Scott (21) and Dan Weiss (22) in the Champs Sports Bowl in Orlando, Fla

AP

Georgia Tech quarterback Reggie Ball cele-
brates with the MVP trophy after Georgia Tech
defeated Syracuse in the Champs Sports Bowl
on Tuesday, 51-14. Ball threw two TDs.

“From the first pass of the game, things
seemed to go against us,” Pasqualoni said. “It
was just one of those days where nothing we
did went well.”

After Syracuse made it 7-6, Georgia Tech
scored touchdowns on three consecutive pos-
sessions to pretty much put the game away be-
fore halftime.

“We punched them in the mouth, but they
punched right back,” Syracuse safety Dia-
mond Ferri said. “They deserved to win.”

Ball found Johnson for a 10-yard score to
make it 14-6. After getting the ball back, Ball
rolled right and found Nate Curry down the

sideline for an 80-yard touchdown — the long-
est play of the season for the Yellow Jackets
and the longest pass of Ball’s career.

Syracuse went three-and-out on the ensuing
possession, and Xavier McGuire blocked the
punt to give his team the ball at the 14. Ball
completed a third-down pass to the 2, and
Daniels took it in from there.

Tech made it 35-6 Just before halftime
thanks mostly to Johnson.

He burned cornerback Tanard Jackson and
made a spectacular 51-yard catch over Ferri.
He scored six plays later on an end around
from the S-yard line.
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BCS: New formula made each vote more important

Oklahoma

BCS, FROM BACK PAGE

“Furthermore, to the extent
that the public does not fully un-
derstand_the relationship be-
tween BCS and AP, any animosi-
ty toward BCS may get trans-
ferred to AP. And to the extent
that the public has equated or
comes to equate the AP poll with
the BCS rankings, the indepen-
dent reputation of the AP poll is
lost.”

The latest BCS formula was in-
stalled after Southern California,
the No. 1 team in both the media

and coaches poll, was left out of
the BCS title game last season.
LSU beat Oklahoma for the BCS
title, and USC won the AP title,
creating the type of split champi-
onship situation that, in part, the
BCS was created to avoid.

But the new system has also
come under fire.

For the first time in the BCS
era, three teams from major con-
ferences — Southern California,
Oklahoma and Auburn — fin-
ished unbeaten in the regular sea-
son. Auburn was left out of the Or-
ange Bowl with the same 12-0

record that USC and
had.

Texas passed California for the
last at-large bid in the final BCS
standings, and had many lament-
ing the BCS.

The ESPN/USA Today poll
caught the brunt of the criticism
in the Texas-Cal argument.
Pac-10 Commissioner Tom Hans-
en and Cal coach Jeff Tedford
both called for the coaches to
make their ballots public. That re-
quest was denied.

The AP votes are public infor-
mation, and the final individual

ballots were published the same
day as the final BCS standings.
“The Assocxated Press has not
any time given permission to
the Bowl Champ)onshlp Series to
use its proprieta ing of col-
lege football teams,’ - the AP said
in a statement Tuesday.

“This unauthorized use of the
AP poll has harmed AP’s reputa-
tion and interfered with AP’s
agreements with AP poll voters.
To preserve its reputation for hon-
esty and integrity, the AP is ask-
ing the BCS to discontinue its un-
authorized use of the AP poll as a
component of BCS rankings.”

Sooners DE
sees USC’s
offense as
‘average’

BY JEFF LATZKE
The Associated Press

NORMAN, Okla. — Get the bul-
letin board ready: Oklahoma de-
fensive end Larry Birdine thinks
Southern California’s offense is
“average.”

Birdine made that known Tues-
day in a series of statements that
showed he wasn’t impressed with
the offense the No. 1 Trojans will
bring to the Orange Bowl to face
the Sooners on Jan. 4.

“I feel like they’re, I'd say, a
one-and: “man team,” Bird-
ine said. “I want to respect them
just because I have to play them,
but then I watch them on tape
and eve ing, and I realize that
they’re an average team.”

Birdine repeatedly praised Reg-
gie Bush, the Trojans’ All-Ameri-
can all-purpose player who re-
turns punts, lines up as a tailback
and wide receiver, and finished
fifth in the Heisman voting.

But Birdine had little posmve
to say about Bush’s teammates on
offense, particularly quarterback
Matt Leinart.

“Besides Reggie Bush — he’s a
great athlete, he’s a fast back, he
makes plays or whatever — but
nobody else stands out to me,”
Birdine said. “Matt Leinart, he’s
the Heisman Trophy winner, but
he hasn't been driving them — or
he hasn’t been winning games.
Up 'til the last four or five games,
Reggie Bush has been their differ-
ence-maker.

“We feel like if we take Reggle
out of the game, we’re gonna win.”

Birdine doesn't think Leinart
should have won the Heisman —
and that’s not just because he was
rooting for teammates Adrian
Peterson and Jason White, who
finished second and third.

“If anybody should have won it
from USC, it should have been
Reggie Bush,” Birdine said. “I
don’t think that [Leinart] was the
best quarterback. [Utah's] Alex
Smith — he was better than Matt
Leinart. I don’t think Matt Lein-
art should have won.”

Birdine later added: “He’s defi-
nitely overrated. Like I said, he’s
a good quarterback, but he’s not a
Heisman-winning quarterback.”

Birdine said he realized he was
providing USC with motivational
material and said his opinions
didn’t necessarily reflect the
mind-set of the team.

“I don’t know if that’s the mood
in the locker room,” Birdine said.
“I ask some guys’and they say,
“They’re good.” I haven't seen
them on defense, but if our offense
don’t turn the ball over and their
offense can’t score, then I helleve
we’re going to win the game.”

Not surprisingly, Oklahoma
coach Bob Stoops had a far differ-
ent take on USC.

Asked about Leinart’s positives
and negatives, Stoops said the Tro-
jans’ quarterback was “very wise
and smart the way he plays and
the way he’s coached. He makes
very few poor decisions. He’s a
great decision-maker. He has a
great arm, he’s very accurate.
He’s got the poise you look for in
the pocket.”
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James outshines Garnett

The Associated Press

The reigning MVP heard a fa-
miliar chant, though it was not di-
rected at him.

Fans in Cleveland chanted
“M-V-P!” in support of LeBron
James on Tuesday night as the
19-year old was leading the Cleve-
land Cavaliers to a 107-97 victory
over Kevin Garnett and the Min-
nesota Timberwolves.

“I didn’t hear lhem,“ James
said. “I heard the roar.”

James scored 26 points with 12
assists and six rebounds, and
Cleveland answered every time
Minnesota threatened in the
fourth quarter.

Garnett, last season’s league
MVP, had 26 points, 13 rebounds
and six assists for the Timber-
wolves.

“He’s a lot more aggressive this
year,” Garnett said of James,
whose team sits atop the Central
Division with a 15-10 record. “He
understands the game a lot more.
He’s picking and choosing when
to attack. His jump shot is 100 per-
cent better. He’s totally confident
— you can see that.”

The Timberwolves were within
83-74 when James re-entered the
game after sitting for 2:34. He im-
mediately hit a 19-foot baseline
fadeaway, a runner from 11 feet
and made two free throws as the
Cavs regained control.

Later, he grabbed a rebound,
pushed the ball up the floor and

I\

whipped a pass underneath to
rew Gooden, whose dunk gave
Cleveland a 99-88 lead.

“Well, the reigning MVP is a
monster,” Cleveland coach Paul
Silas said. “But LeBron played
very well. When we needed it, he
provided it. Big shots, b\g re-
bounds, whatever we needed.

Zydrunas Tlgauskas added 25
points, and Jeff McInnis had 21
for the Cavaliers, who kept their
poise down the stretch against
one of the Western Conference’s
top teams one game after blowing
a15-point lead in the fourth quar-
ter and losing to Boston.

Mavericks 123, Knicks 94:
Josh Howard had career highs of
26 points and 16 rebounds, and
Dallas opened a 39-point halftime
lead in New York.

Dirk Nowitzki scored 23 points,
all in the first half, and Michael
Finley added 21 for the Maver-
icks in what was easily their most
lopsided victory of the season.

Heat 108, Celtics 100: At
Miami, Dwyane Wade had 33
points and 11 assists, Udonis
Haslem scored 18 points and tied
a career-high with 17 rebounds as
Miami extended |ts winning
streak to nine gam

The Heat Ampmved to an East-

Roundup

ern Conference-best 20-9 despite
not having Shaquille O’Neal, who
missed his first game of the sea-
son because of a left calf bruise
sustained during Sunday’s win
over Orlando.

94, Bobcats 91: Richard
Jefferson scored 26 points as New
Jersey snapped the Bobcats’
five-game home winning streak.

Jefferson scored 11 of New Jer-
sey’s final 14 points as the Nets
won for the first time in four
games. Vince Carter still hasn’t
played for New Jersey because of
a sore Achilles’ tendon.

Kings 104, Wizards 93: At Sac-
ramento, Calif., Peja Stojakovic
hit five three- -pointers, and M ke
Bibby scored seven of
pumls in the fourth quarter of the

s’ 16th victory in 19 games.

Sln_]akovlc scored 26 points and
Chris Webber had 20 points and
10 rebounds for the Kings, who
lost top reserve Bobby Jackson
late in the first half with a
bprdmed right wrist.

Clipy 100, Hornets 91,
oT: R Tos Angeles, Bobby Sim-
‘mons scored 30 points, Rick Brun-
son scored 11 of his 18 in over-
time and the Clippers beat New
Orleans after blowing a 21-point,
third-quarter lead.

The Clippers, who had lost 10
of their previous 13 meetings
with the Hornets, ended a
five-game losing streak. Elton
Brand had 23 points and 13 re-
bounds.
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0’Neal’s suspension
cut; others upheld

NBA will challenge decision
by arbitrator in federal court

BY CHRIS SHERIDAN
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Jermaine
O’Neal won a 10-game reduction
Wednesday in his suspension for
fighting with fans during the Nov.
19 Pacers-Pistons brawl, but an
arbitrator also upheld NBA Com-
missioner David Stern’s bans on
Ron Artest and two other Indiana
players.

The league said it would go to
federal court to challenge arbitra-
tor Roger Kaplan’s decision,
‘which could make O’Neal eligible
to return Saturday when the Pac-
ers host the Detroit Pistons in the
teams’ first matchup since one of
the most violent melees in NBA
history.

“We have consistently main-
tained that the arbitrator has no
legitimate role in this matter,”
NBA deputy commissioner Russ
Granik said. “While we obviously
agree with Mr. Kaplan’s decision
upholding virtually all of the sus-
pensions, we don’t agree with his
conclusion that the conduct did
not occur on the playing court,
and we have no choice other than
to challenge it in federal court.”

A hearing was set for 10 a.m.
Thursday in U.S. District Court.

In a 28-page decision, Kaplan
upheld Artest’s season-long sus-
pension and the penalties given to
Stephen Jackson (30 games) and
Anthony Johnson (five games).

O'Neal's ban was reduced from
25 games to 15.

The union had asked for sub-

stantial reductions in the penal-
ties during a six-hour arbitration
heanng at a Manhattan law of-

The NBA declined to partic
pate, saying Kaplan had no juris-
diction to arbitrate penalties for
on-court behavior — an area in
which the league contends the
commissioner has sole discretion.

“We're extremely pleased that
Jermaine will have the opportuni-
ty to play, although we respectful-
ly disagree with the decision on
the other three players,” players’
union director Billy Hunter said.

“We are also pleased that the arbi-
trator has affirmed the right of
players to appeal disciplinary
measures.

Kaplan ruled that he had juris-
diction to hear the case, and that
Stern had just cause to issue the
suspensions he gave to Artest,
Jackson and Johnson.

The reasoning for his reduction
of O’Neal’s suspension was not im-
mediately clear.

“We're gratified that the arbi-
trator ruled in our favor,” said
Arn Tellem, O’'Neal’s agent. “Jer-
maine is anxious to put this mat-
ter behind him.”

The NBA has already filed a
lawsuit in U.S. District Court chal-
lenging Kaplan’s authority to
hear the grievance, a complaint
that remains pending before U.S.
District Judge George B. Daniels.

Each of the players testified be-
fore Kaplan during the hearing,
and union attorneys submitted
three lines of argument on the
issue of jurisdiction.

Average MLB salary drops

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Baseball sala-
ries went down in 2004 for the
first time in a decade and only the

third  time

since
record-keep-
i began

Sports
: iny
bnefs ne%rly 40
years ago.

The average dropped 2.5 per-
cent this year to $2,313,535, ac-
cording to final figures released
Tuesday by the Major League
Baseball Players Association.
The average had been $2,372,189
in 2003.

Since the union started keeping
track in 1967, the only previous
decreases had been an $86 drop
in 1987, when owners were found
to have conspired to hold down
salaries among free agents, and a
4 percent decline in 1995, follow-
ing a 7/--month strike that wiped
out the World Series for the first
time since 1904.

The players’ association has
spent the past two years trying to
determine whether to file a new
collusion grievance but has not
taken action. Union head Donald
Fehr said he hadn’t determined

what to attribute the drop to.

“Obviously, we've been looking
at things closely the last couple of
years and we'll have to see how
things play out,” he said. “It’s too
early to tell.”

Bertuzzi pleads guilty
to on-ice assault

'VANCOUVER, British Colum-
bia — Vancouver Canucks for-
ward Todd Bertuzzi pleaded
guilty to assault Wednesday, more
than nine months after slugging
Colorado forward Steve Moore
from behind and driving his face
into the ice during a game

lawyer acting on behalf of
Moore asked the judge to delay
sentencing until January to give
his client a chance to travel to
Vancouver to make a statement.
Moore was hospitalized with
three fractured vertebrae, facial
cuts, post-concussion symptoms
and amnesia.

Judge Herb Weitzel said he
would decide Wednesday when
he would deliver his sentence.

Bertuzzi was suspended indefi-
nitely by the NHL, missing 13 reg-
ular-season games and seven post-
season games while losing nearly
$502,000 in salary.
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AP wants poll out of BCS

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — It looks as if the Bowl
Championship Series is headed for another
major overhaul.

The Associated Press has told the BCS to
stop using its college football poll to deter-
mine which teams play for the national
title and in the most prestigious bowl
games.

Since the BCS was implemented in 1998
by officials from the Big East, Big 12, Big
Ten, Atlantic Coast Conference, Pac-10,
Southeastern Conference and Notre Dame,
the formula it uses to rank teams has been
tweaked almost every year. But the AP poll
and the ESPN/USA Today coaches poll
have always been an integral part.

The AP said such use was never sanc-
tioned and had reached the point where it
threatened to undermine the indepen-
dence and integrity of the poll.

sent BCS coordinator Kevin
Weiberg a cease-and-desist letter,
dated Dec. 21, stating that use of the
poll is unlawful and harms the
AP’s reputation.

“We respect the decision of
the Associated Press to no long-
er have its poll included in the
BCS standings,” Weiberg said in a
statement Tuesday. “Since the incep-
tion of the BCS, the AP poll has been
part of our standings. We appreciate the
cooperation we have received from the or-
ganization in providing rankings on a week-
ly basis. We will discuss alternatives to the

Associated Press poll at the upcoming BCS
meetings and plan to conclude our evalua-
tion of the BCS standings formula, includ-

ing any other possible changes, by our
“April meeting.”

Where the BCS goes from here
won'’t be determined for a while, but
even before the AP made its poll

off limits Weiberg had said that
the BCS planned to look into the
possibility of using a selection
committee to create the bowl
matchups, much like the NCAA Divi-
sion I basketball tournament.

This season, the AP and coaches poll

were given more weight than ever in the

BCS standings. Each poll accounted for
one-third of a team’s BCS grade and total
points were factored in, not just ranking,

which was the case before.

A compilation of six computer rankings
made up the final third of teams’ BCS
grade.

The new system put heighten scrutiny
on the two polls.

In its letter, the AP said some of its poll
voters had indicated they might no longer
participate because of concerns over hav-
ing their reporters be so closely involved in
the process of determining which teams
play where.

“By stating that the AP poll is one of the
three components used by BCS to establish
its rankings, BCS conveys the impression
that AP condones or otherwise participates
in the BCS system,” the letter said.

SEE BCS ON PAGE 30

Jackets jump on Orange

AP

Georgia Tech’s Chris Reis, second from left, celebrates with teammates Kenny Scott (2), Nathan Burton (15) and Dawan Landry (20)
after intercepting a Syracuse pass and running it in for a TD in the first quarter of the Champs Sports Bowl. See story on Page 30.

James lifts game,
team against T-wolves,
reigning MVP Garnett
Page 31

Arizona rebounds

from dismal game

to rout Manhattan
Page 29

LA. pulls out of deal sending Johnson to N.Y. rx.2s [JlllI]
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